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12th Annual Community of Caring Luncheon

Here | Am

Thursday, May 8, 2014 « Sheraton Seattle Hotel
For more information and to register, visit www.jfsseattle.org/luncheon.

FOR THE COMMUNITY FOR ADULTS AGE 60+

AA Meetings at JFS
B Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
Contact (206) 461-3240 or ata @jfsseattle.org.

Solutions to Senior Hunger

H Ongoing

JFS is helping eligible seniors sign-up for
food stamps.

Contact Emma Johnston, (206) 726-3635 or
ejohnston @jfsseattle.org.

Taking Care of You:
Powerful Tools for Caregivers

H Fridays, May 2 - June 6
1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

To register, contact John, (206) 727-6231 or
johnd @ seniorservices.org.

Kosher Food Bank

¥ Wednesday, May 7
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.

Contact Jana Prothman, (206) 861-3174 or
jprothman @jfsseattle.org.
The 70s are the New 50s

¥ Thursday, May 15
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Contact Maureen McKelvey, (206) 861-3141
or mmckelvey @jfsseattle.org.
Lavender Ever After

¥ Thursday, May 29, 2014
6:00 p.m.

Register in advance at
gensilent.brownpapertickets.com.

a,

JEWISHFAMILYSERVICE

Capitol Hill Campus * 1601 16th Avenue, Seattle
(206) 461-3240 » www.jfsseattle.org

ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES
A community-wide program offered

in partnership with Temple B’nai Torah &
Temple De Hirsch Sinai. EO events are open
to the public and are at 10:30 a.m. unless
otherwise noted.

The BRCA1/2 Cancer Gene:

The Fight Against Ovarian

and Breast Cancer

¥ Tuesday, May 13

Outing to the Seattle Art Museum:
Joan Miro — The Experience

of Seeing

H Friday, May 16

Times will vary depending on registration.

Standing on Both Feet:
Voices of Older Mixed
Race Americans

H Thursday, May 22

Christian Science:
Religion, Science and Healing
H Thursday, May 29
RSVP Ellen Hendin or Wendy Warman,

(206) 461-3240 or
endlessopps @jfsseattle.org.

FOR PARENTS & FAMILIES

Enhancing Children’s
Resilience Webinar

B Wednesday, May 21
12:30 - 1:30 p.m.

Contact Marjorie Schnyder, (206) 861-3146
or familylife @jfsseattle.org.

IF YOU LIKE US...“LIKE” US!

n jfs.seattle u @JFSSeattle

VOLUNTEER TO
MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Contact Jane Deer-Hileman, (206) 861-3155 or
volunteer@ jfsseattle.org.

Big Pals / Little Pals
Friendly Visitors for Seniors
Family Mentors in Kent

SAVE THE DATE!

Start Summer with Kindness:
A Shavuot Family
Volunteering Event

¥ Sunday, June 1

Contact Marjorie Schnyder, (206) 861-3146 or
familylife @jfsseattle.org.

Employment Services

Searching for a job can be overwhelming.
The JFS Employment Specialist can help.

To learn more, contact
Marla Jones-Price, (206) 726-3632
or mjonesprice @jfsseattle.org.

E May 6, 2014
Participate in Seattle’s
annual day of giving by
helping JFS provide
essential services to our
community’s most
vulnerable.

seattlefoundation.org

ve
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The Seattle Foundation
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United Way of King County.
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INSIDE

Every weekday at 3 p.m., we send out an email with stories from near and far about
what’s happening in our Jewish world. Here are some stories you may have missed over

the past two weeks:
o In Africa, a miracle of a seder
« The slow-moving restitution train
o Ukrainian Jews told to “register”
« We'’re not as safe as we think

Want to be in the know? Sign up for the 3 O’Clock News by visiting our website at
www.jewishsound.org, scrolling down, and entering your name and email address. Find
all of these articles on our new website, The Jewish Sound.

From the Jewish Transcript,
April 19, 1965.

Back in the swingin’ ’60s, the
women’s division of the Seattle Fed-
erated Jewish Fund and Council
(now known as the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Seattle) knew how
to reel in the donors: By holding a
drawing! Federated Fund volunteers
Mrs. Joe Woron and Mrs. LeRoy
Leavitt show off the grand prize, a
$500 Philco Custom Color TV with

“walnut finish, simplified color con-
trols, memory-matic pre-set fine
tuning” and a 4-inch speaker.

JTNews is the Voice of Jewish Washington. Our
mission is to meet the interests of our Jewish
community through fair and accurate coverage of
local, national and international news, opinion and
information. We seek to expose our readers to di-
verse viewpoints and vibrant debate on many fronts,
including the news and events in Israel. We strive
to contribute to the continued growth of our local
Jewish community as we carry out our mission.

2041 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA 98121
206-441-4553 ¢ editor@jtnews.net
www.jewishsound.org

JTNews (ISSN0021-678X) is published biweekly by
The Seattle Jewish Transcript, a nonprofit corporation
owned by the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle,
2041 3rd Ave., Seattle, WA 98121. Subscriptions are
$56.50 for one year, $96.50 for two years. Periodicals
postage paid at Seattle, WA. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to JTNews, 2041 Third Ave., Seattle,
WA 98121.
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A letter from our local clergy 5
In the wake of the shootings at the Jewish Community Center in Kansas City, Rabbi Daniel Weiner wrote a
letter, signed by many faith leaders in the Puget Sound area, in support of universal background checks on
gun purchases.

What are we going to do about it? 5
A state appeals court’s decision to throw out a lawsuit against the Olympia Food Co-op is indicative of the
way Israel activism is changing around the country. So what are we going to do about it, asks associate
editor Emily K. Alhadeff.

Fifty years of Soviet Jewry 6
Fifty years ago this May launched the movement, arguably the most important in American Jewish history,
that worked to secure the release of the Jews of the Soviet Union.

A new Jewish Studies leader in Idaho 7
This fall, the College of Idaho will bring in a new chair for its Jewish Studies program to build up its pro-
gram for students of every faith background.

Krusty the Clown’s biographer 9
Author Mark I. Pinsky has made a career of studying the injection of religion into cartoon series and char-
acters. He comes to town next month to talk about his work.

Going it alone 11
Veteran world traveler Masada Siegel talks about her first step in becoming a solo tourist, and the rewards
of opening herself up to new adventures.

Northwest Jewish Family

Abba Knows Best 12
Our columnist Ed Harris is waiting, waiting, waiting for the day one of his kids blesses him with a grand-
child.

Ballroom reconciliations 14
A new documentary, coming to town this week, portrays a man who attempts to bring Israeli and Palestin-
ian kids together through dance.

Holocaust remembrance discussion starters 16
With Holocaust Remembrance Day coming on April 27, our children’s book reviewer Rita Frischer put
together a list of books that can help you discuss the atrocities of the Shoah.

The Yellow Ticket
This spring’s Music of Remembrance concert, which brings music from and related to the Holocaust to
Seattle, focuses on a German film that ironically portrayed Jews positively and Russians as anti-Semitic.

MORE

Community Calendar 4

Crossword 6

M.O.T.: Get thee to Winthrop! 8

Where to Worship 8

Family Calendar 13
15
19
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Lifecycles
The Shouk Classifieds

Coming up
May 9

Spring Celebrations

Welcome, new advertisers!
 The Jaffa Institute
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THE CALENDAR

to Jewish Washington

For a complete listing of events, or to add your event
to the JTNews calendar, visit jewishsound/calendar.
Calendar events must be submitted no later than
10 days before publication.

Candlelighting Times

Friday, April 25.........ccccovueeee 7:55 p.m.

Friday, May 2........c.cccecvvunenes 8:05 p.m.

Friday, May 9.........c.ccceeevunenee 8:15 p.m.

Friday, May 16..........ccccovunene. 8:24 p.m.
SATURDAY 26 APRIL

1:15-2:15 p.m. — Beth Shalom New Book
Club: First Meeting

Congregation Beth Shalom at 206-524-0075
or naomikramer@bethshalomseattle.org or
www.bethshalomseattle.org

Discuss Ari Shavit's new book “My Promised
Land: The Triumph and Tragedy of Israel.” Free. At
Congregation Beth Shalom, 6800 35th Ave. NE,
Seattle.

5 p.m. — SJCC: Parents Night Out

Daliah Silver at 206-388-0839 or
daliahs@sijcc.org

Games, arts and crafts, and activities for kids.
Includes dinner. Theme: “A Night at Hogwarts: It's
Harry Potter Night!” $30 members/$40 general.
At the Stroum Jewish Community Center, 3801 E
Mercer Way, Mercer Island.

SUNDAY 27 APRIL
10-11 a.m. — Book Reading about Parenting

and Jewish Life

Congregation Beth Shalom at 206-524-0075
or naomikramer@bethshalomseattle.org or
www.bethshalomseattle.org

JTNews columnist Ed Harris, author of “Now They
Tell Me: 50 Life Lessons | didn’t Learn in School”
and other tongue-in-cheek books about Jewish
parenting, will offer some tidbits from his recent
books. Free. At Congregation Beth Shalom, 6800
35th Ave. NE, Seattle.

10:30 a.m. — Yom HaShoah Remembrance
llana Kennedy at 206-774-2201 or
ilanak@wsherc.org

Candle-lighting and remembrance program for
Yom Hashoah. Free. At the Stroum JCC, 3801 E
Mercer Way, Mercer Island.

12 p.m. — J-Serve

Mark Rosenberg at 206-388-0830 or
MarkR@sjcc.org

Teens from around Seattle work on a community
service project. Partners: BBYO, NCSY, TDHS and
the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle. At the
Stroum JCC, 3801 E Mercer Way, Mercer Island.
2-4 p.m. — Yom HaShoah

Janice Hill at 206-842-9010 or
admin@kolshalom.net or www.kolshalom.net
Commemorate Yom HaShoah, also known as
Holocaust Remembrance Day. Gather to honor
the victims with songs, prayer, testimonials and
readings. All are welcome. Free. At Congregation
Kol Shalom, 9010 Miller Rd., Bainbridge Island.

2™ ANNUAL
NEW YORK DELI NIGHT
& COMEDY SHOWCASE

2:30-4:30 p.m. — Yom Hashoah

llana Kennedy at 206-774-2201 or
ilanak@wsherc.org

With author David Laskin, Holocaust survivor Josh
Gortler, and Professor Daniel Chirot. Offered in
partnership with the UW Stroum Center for Jewish
Studies, Stroum JCC, Jewish Federation of Greater
Seattle, 4Culture, and the Claims Conference.
Free. At the University of Washington, Seattle.
5:30-7:30 p.m. — The Beauty Within Girls’ Spa
Chaya Elishevitz at 425-786-6571 or
chaya1818@gmail.com

Manicures. Massages. Make-your-own bath salts.
Delicious refreshments. And an inspirational talk
by Mrs. Rochie Farkash. For girls in grades 7-12.
$20/$35 for 2. At the Eastside Torah Center,
16199 Northup Way, Bellevue.

MONDAY 28 APRIL

10 a.m. — Re-examining Rabbinic Legal
Loopholes

Jamie Hyams at
wacoalitionrabbis@gmail.com or 510-207-0748
or bit.ly/QDcvRu

The Washington Coalition of Rabbis presents Dr.
Elana Stein Hain, who will discuss “Re-examining
Rabbinic Legal Loopholes: The Place of Equity in
Law” as part of the Shalom Hartman Institute Beit
Midrash series for rabbis.

12-1:30 p.m. — CLE: The Law of Holocaust
Reparations

Shayna Rosen at 206-774-2219 or
shaynar@jewishinseattle.org

Learn about the complex law governing Holocaust
reparations, the funds and resources available, and
the efforts of dedicated attorneys around the world
who work on behalf of Holocaust survivors and their
families. 1.5 CLE credits pending. Kosher lunch
provided. $36. At 1111 3rd Ave., #3400, Seattle.
7-9 p.m. — Aging Transitions for Today’s
Men: Isolation vs. Connection

Temple B’nai Torah supported by JFS at
425-890-8685

The aging process presents losses, change,
and challenges. This workshop will give men
the opportunity to reflect and chart their journey

home to a more authentic self. Become part of a
small pilot group of men ages 50-70-plus to help
understand what aging men need to navigate the
changes and transitions associated with aging.
Free to the first 10 men. At 2430 76th Ave. SE,
Mercer Island.

7-8:30 p.m. — A Young Israeli’s Fight for
Equality in Haifa
action.nif.org/p/salsa/event/common/
public/?event_KEY=72050

Moderated interview with New Israel Fund law
fellow Reut Cohen, an aspiring Israeli civil rights
attorney and a veteran activist for equality in her
hometown of Haifa, followed by Q and A and
reception. At Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 1441 16th
Ave., Seattle,

10:30 p.m. — “A Promise to My Father: One
Survivor’s Journey Through the Holocaust”
kcts9.org

Holocaust survivor Israel Arbeiter returns to Europe
to tour concentration camps and memorials.
Documentary on KCTS 9.

TUESDAY 29 APRIL

8:15-9:15 p.m. — Not So Elementary: Earth,
Wind, Fire, and Water

Congregation Beth Shalom at 206-524-0075
or naomikramer@bethshalomseattle.org or
www.bethshalomseattle.org

In Hebrew, these basic words have many layers of
meaning. After this course, you'll never read these
simple words “simply” again. Also on May 6 and 13.
$48 members/$72 non-members. At Congregation
Beth Shalom, 6800 35th Ave. NE, Seattle.

WEDNESDAY 80 APRIL

9-11 a.m. — Yom HaShoah at Northwest
Yeshiva High School

kfranke@nyhs.net

Josh Gortler, retired CEO of the Caroline Kline
Galland Center, will testify about his and his family’s
experience as Jews in Europe and Soviet Asia during
the Holocaust and in the DP camps in Germany after
the war. Petra HeuBner-Walker, Honorary Consul

» PAGE 18

MUSIC OF remembrance

The Yellow Ticket

‘WORLD PREMIERE OF ALICIA SVIGAL’'S EXPANDED
MUSICAL SCORE TO THE 1918 SILENT FILM

[AEVEE T TR EIRE Y voices of musical witness be heard

16th Season - Mina Miller, ARTISTIC DIREGTOR

Alicia Svigals of The Klezmatics—along with Marilyn
Lerner and Laura DeLuca—performs her new score
along with a screening of the recently-restored silent
film The Yellow Ticket. Pola Negri stars as a would-be
medical student in Czarist Russia who finds herself
forced into dire circumstances by a hostile society.
In addition we unveil the world premiere of Lori
Laitman'’s In Sleep The World Is Yours, a song cycle
based on the poetry of Selma Meerbaum-Eisinger.
Eisinger, who died at 18 in a Nazi labor camp, was
related to the famed poet Paul Celan, and you'll also
hear Laitman'’s setting of Celan’s chilling landmark
poem Todesfuge. In addition, we’ll perform a charming
serenade by the prolific Czech composer Bohuslav
Martind.

“Svigals’ score is exqilisitex:somberklezmer
theme h vivid, plaintive neoromantic
melodiesd=Lucid Gulture (New York)

Join us for pastrami, pickles and
lots of laughs with comedian,
Dan Naturman.

Two World Premieres!

“..yet another fine example of
Laitman’s gracious vocal writing
and particular sensitivity to the
complicated emotions that any
reflection on the Holocaust is bound
to conjure.” —Opera News

SUNDAY ¢ MAY 4, 2014
5:00-9:00PM e Seattle
Sidney Z. Jaffe Auditorium

Great Food, Great Laughs, Great Time! One Night Only!

7:30 p.m. | Monday, May 12, 2014
6:45 p.m. | Meet the Composers:
Alicia Svigals & Lori Laitman

r

%

For more information, contact
Charlene Polyansky at
cpolyansky@tdhs-nw.org.

Three giving levels: $125 ¢ $250 ¢ $375 per person

"p,'

Benaroya Hall, Seattle, WA 7l . *

TEMPLE A

De Hirsch Sinai
Share our past. Shape our fulure. Concert Tickets $40 (206) 365-7770

www.musicofremembrance.org
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Swords into plowshares;
apathy into responsibility

RABBI DANIEL A. WEINER

In light of the recent trag-
edy at the JCC in Kansas
at the hands of a murderer
who obtained guns without
a background check, the dire
necessity of this legislation is
beyond question.

As co-chair of Faith Lead-
ers For 1-594, the upcoming
November ballot initiative to
implement universal back-
ground checks on firearm sales,
I crafted the following statement of purpose
for Washington faith leaders. The issue is
clear, the concerns obvious, and the solution
apparent. For more information and to offer
support, go to wagunresponsibility.org.

We, the undersigned faith leaders, are
united in our support of universal back-
ground checks on all gun purchases as
reflected in I-594.

We are proud of both those qualities
that mark our communities as distinct,
and those transcendent principles that
bind all people of faith:

There is a spark of the divine in each
of us that must be protected and nur-
tured, and

The saving of a single life is to save a
whole world.

These are inviolable values, unquali-
fied convictions, and immutable man-
dates that compel us to effect change in
the attitudes, actions and policies that

define us as a civilization and
shape us as a culture.

Thus, any proposition or
condition that threatens the
realization of these universal
laws, as does the current state
of gun legislation, must be chal-
lenged.

We cherish the rights and
privileges that undergird our
great, national, democratic
enterprise. They have provided
unprecedented freedom of worship and
belief that renders our country a beacon
of light and hope.

Our Constitution and its Bill of Rights
are a sacred civil document. But our
founders envisioned this blueprint to be
dynamic and subject to ongoing inter-
pretation to meet the needs of an ever-
changing world.

And this text is but one of a number
of testaments, rooted in our myriad
faith traditions, that guide our lives and
inform our aspirations.

Thus, our support of I-594 transcends
mere interest in public policy. Our sup-
port of 1-594 is a clarion call to guard
the sanctity of life while celebrating the
evolving essence of our shared civic pat-
rimony.

In Peace, In Hope, and In Blessing,

A Wide and Diverse Range of Washington
Faith Leaders.

Coming May 23:

Our 90th anniversary celebration issue

On May 23, in honor of our 90 years of publication, we will be creating
an issue made up almost completely of content that has run over those nine
decades — articles, lifecycle events, editorials, even advertisements! We’d
love you, our longtime readers, to be a part of the celebration, by going back
in time to find your Bar or Bat Mitzvah announcements, your wedding
photos, or even birth announcements. Just contact us at editor@jtnews.net
and give us the date of the event, and for only $90 we will make you a part
of the Jewish newspaper of record — again! Plus, as a special bonus, for each
lifecycle tribute we run, we will donate $18 back to your synagogue. We look

forward to hearing from you!

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR: We would love to hear from you! You may submit
your letters to editor@jtnews.net. Please limit your letters to approximately 350 words.
Letters guidelines can be found at www.jewishsound.org/letters-guidelines/.

The deadline for the next issue is April 29. Future deadlines may be found online.

The opinions of our columnists and advertisers do not necessarily reflect the views of
JTNews or the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle.

OPINION

Court’s decision highlights a

bigger problem

EMILY K. ALHADEFF

On April 7, the Washington State
Court of Appeals struck down the 2011
lawsuit brought against the Olympia Food
Co-op for its boycott of Israeli products.
This is a shame, and a shame that taps
into a much larger picture of the tension
between pro-Israel activists and activists
in the boycott, divestment and sanctions
movement (BDS) that has evolved around
the country since the co-op’s decision on
the fateful evening of July 15, 2010.

Make no mistake: The Olympia Food
Co-op board voted to deshelve Israeli
products behind closed doors in a board
meeting essentially hijacked by activists in
support of BDS. Board minutes from that
evening relay that “the board was surprised
to find 30 or so community members gath-
ered at the meeting in support of the boy-
cott.” After two impassioned speeches, the
“board shared concern for the staff and
members that are opposed to the boycott.”

Members of Olympia’s Jewish commu-
nity were by all accounts shocked to hear
this news, and that is not a coincidence.
Having investigated this turn of events for
Moment Magazine in 2012, I am confident
to say that the BDS activists — suspect-
ing that bringing such a resolution even in
Olympia, where slain Palestinian activist
Rachel Corrie’s memory runs deep, would
be viciously fought — avoided publiciz-
ing their initiative to get it quietly passed.

The pro-Israel residents of Olympia are
by and large far from hawkish. Neverthe-
less, they were horrified by this measure in
their quaint, community-minded home-
town. In response, five of them elected
to swing back at the co-op by bringing a
lawsuit that charged current and former
board members with violating their own
bylaws by not bringing the boycott pro-
posal to the community first.

The problem with the legal response
was that it also failed to invoke public
opinion. The plaintiffs could have tried
to bring a reverse decision about through
a petition, but by choosing a legal course
they likely expected to call out the board,
swiftly and plainly. (According to many,
they doubted they could reverse the
board’s decision in the first place.)

The problem is, they lost. Twice. Turn-
ing to the Center for Constitutional
Rights, the defendants cited the lawsuit
as a Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Par-
ticipation, and invoked what was then the
state’s new anti-SLAPP statute, calling
out the plaintiffs for trying to silence their
right to free speech.

At this point in time, this ruling has
larger significance. Just weeks earlier,
Northeastern University — my alma

“Advertisers were afraid if you put religion in it would alienate and marginalize viewers.”

mater — was thrown into the national
criticism blender for suspending Students
for Justice in Palestine. The SJP was cited
for violating student conduct, includ-
ing vandalizing property and slipping
mock eviction notices under residence
hall doorways. Civil rights advocates and
SJP supporters are calling the tempo-
rary suspension politically motivated and
pressured — using essentially the same
language and approach as CCR when it
struck back with the anti-SLAPP law.

This is a trend I expect to see continue.
Political advocacy, legal action, rule-set-
ting, and other tried-and-true American
courses of action are beginning to look
like thin veils for the suppression of free
speech. The question now is, what is the
organized Jewish community going to do
about it?

I would be remiss not to mention that
many leaders of BDS-aligned groups are
Jews themselves. The first seed of the idea
to boycott the Olympia goods was planted
by a Jewish co-op worker. Open Hillel, the
movement to loosen Hillel’s Israel guide-
lines, is picking up interest and support
around the country. Groups like Jewish
Voice for Peace are written off as anti-
Semitic, yet are full of members who love
Judaism — minus Israel.

In dozens of interviews with (mostly
young) Jewish Israel critics about their rela-
tionships to Israel, I have found not self-
hating or even necessarily ignorant people,
but rather people who are heavily influ-
enced by a culture of peace and justice, who
are disillusioned with a Jewish State that
doesn’t represent their interests as Jews.

Oftentimes, because of the backlash
and character assassinations they receive
at the hands of their own Jewish commu-
nities, they find more comfort with the
organizations that have become inim-
ical to the pro-Israel cause. The legiti-
macy of an anti-Zionist Jewish identity is
hotly contested, but at the end of the day,
Jews are Jews, and God — better than per-
haps anyone else — knows we can’t force
people to believe in things.

Traditional pro-Israel American Juda-
ismis changing. The middle is shifting, and
new affiliations are forming. And it will be
increasingly threatened by a younger gen-
eration whose identities as Jews without
Israel are perfectly reconciled.

The court’s decision to rule against the
traditional pro-Israel approach in favor of
a First Amendment argument highlights a
broader trend and a serious issue for the
pro-Israel world, and between Jews and
other Jews.

What are we going to do about that?

— Mark l. Pinsky, talking about his investigation into how religion was thoughtfully woven into the fabric of “The Simpsons.” See the story on page 9.
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Eltana

Waood-Fired Bagel Cafe

Accept Your Fortunes
by Mike Selinker

1 2 3

P. David Hornik of the American Spectator writes, “Good and bad fortune are often
indistinguishable.” It's true that positive developments sometimes turn out negative, and many
dark developments have much lighter sides. Here, all your fortunes are packed into certain
squares, allowing you to see that it's your perspective on what transpires that matters most of all.
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Code on the inside of a book cover, for short
Bat cave lining

Juvenile delinquent, maybe

Greater

Pale

Give up

Little league team with a female pitcher
The “0" in “REO Speedwagon”

Dr. grp.

Concave facial feature

With 53-Across, cope as per 10 squares in
this puzzle

Hero

King. in Versailles

Will Ferrell Xmas film

Letters on the upper left computer key, often
Wayside stop

Acts the busybody

“Hurt ___" (1980 Linda Ronstadt ballad)
“l ___ differ”

__-mo

Sleep disorder

___Gold(Joseph Heller novel)

Castilian nobleman of note

Sickly

Soul creator

Circular Quaker cereal brand

CSl character Grissom

With The, book about a murderous little girl
See 23-Across

Cowpoke ropes

Host Sajak

Most thoroughly, as how you might whip
someone

Have a fit body, say

Apple program that tracks appointments
Went slowly

Taking care of a thing

Vodka brand with a signature blue bottle
Like some owls or winter landscapes
Border

Answers on page 19
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“Don’t worry about me”

Male relative

Show often setin a lab

What a successful dieter might describe
himself as

Act the chatterbox

Employ

“I see what you're doing!”

Member of a subculture that's gone
mainstream

Legally in play, as in soccer

Interrogation technique
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50 years on, remembering the
rally that launched the Soviet
Jewry movement

RAFAEL MEDOFF

“We didn’t know you couldn’t organize
a mass rally in four days, and sometimes
if you don’t know, then you just plunge
ahead — and you do it.”

So says Glenn Richter, one of the orga-
nizers of the rally in New York City, 50
years ago on May 1, that launched the
Soviet Jewry freedom movement.

In the spring of 1964, not many Amer-
ican Jews were paying attention to the
plight of their 3 million coreligionists in
the Soviet Union. But

ficult it would be to organize a serious rally
in just four days — so nobody thought it
was impossible. We just jumped into it.”

Birnbaum was instantly attracted to the
rally proposal because of the symbolism of
holding it on May Day — the international
holiday of the Communist movement.
Rebuking the Soviets on their own holiday
was exactly the kind of irony he believed
would attract public and media attention.
And he was right.

Yaakov (Jacob) Birn-
baum and Morris
Brafman were.
Their personal
experiences had
made them keenly
aware of the com-
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mandment to not
stand idly by as
fellow Jews were per-
secuted. Birnbaum,
37, was born in Ger-
many but raised in
England, to which his
parents fled from the
Nazis. Brafman, 58,
was a refugee from
Austria. His nephew
— prominent criminal defense attorney
Ben Brafman — had written about how
on Kristallnacht, his father Sol and Uncle
Morris “ran into a burning synagogue and
rescued a Torah that would otherwise have
been consumed by the flames.” In 1960,
the Brafman brothers, living in New York,
established the first fledgling Soviet Jewry
group, the American League for Russian
Jews.

In April 1964, after reading reports in
the press about the mistreatment of Soviet
Jews — including the Kremlin’s refusal
to allow Jews to obtain matzoh for that
year’s Passover holiday — Birnbaum and
Brafman decided to call a meeting on the
campus of Columbia University to brain-
storm about the situation. Glenn Richter,
a Queens College sophomore, attended.

Richter said recently that about 150
students attended that meeting — a sur-
prisingly large number, considering the
Soviet Jewry issue was almost completely
unknown at that point.

“It was an amazing scene, kind of
electrifying,” he recalled. “We had the
indignation of college students, we were
outraged over an injustice and anxious to
do something.”

One of the students suggested they
hold a rally outside the Soviet Mission to
the United Nations, on Manhattan’s 67th
street, on May 1 — just four days away.

“Sometimes enthusiasm makes up for
experience,” Richter said. “Nobody in that
room had the experience to know how dif-

MOSHE MILNER/GPO

A mass solidarity rally with Soviet Jewry at the Western Wall in Jerusalem
on December 20, 1970.

“Symbolism was everything to us,”
Richter noted. “Many of us were active in
the black civil rights movement, where we
were constantly looking for symbolic ways
to dramatize our cause. When we started
organizing for Soviet Jewry, we borrowed
heavily from what we learned in the civil
rights movement.”

“For four days, we ran around like
crazy, pasting up posters, handing out leaf-
lets on college campuses, ‘talking up’ the
rally everywhere we could,” Richter said.
“We really had no idea how many people
would show up. When the day arrived,
we watched in amazement as the people
started coming, and then more, and then
more, until more than a thousand students
were marching up and down the street. It
was an incredible moment.”

The large photograph and article that
appeared in the next day’s New York
Times — on page 2, to the students’ great
surprise — reveals a lot about the young
protesters. They are well-dressed, picket-
ing in calm, orderly fashion, holding plac-
ards with well-thought-out slogans. The
sign that is most prominent in the photo is
remarkably informational: “Report from
Russia: 1956 — 400 Synagogues; 1964 —
80 Synagogues — 1970 — ?”

“We understood that it was, first of
all, a battle for public opinion,” Rich-
ter explained. “Nobody had heard of the
issue. We had to educate the public. The

» PAGE 16
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New Idaho Jewish Studies
chair brings Judaism with an

Italian flair

JANIS SIEGEL JTNews Correspondent

It’s a name that may be well-suited to a
great Italian painter or a powerful star of
the Italian opera, but Dr. Federica Fran-
cesconi, the first-ever Jewish Studies chair
at the College of Idaho, seems destined to
rock the academic world there when she
arrives in Caldwell this fall.

The widely published scholar with an
irresistible native Italian accent has an
obvious command of her research spe-
cialty, the social and cultural history of

S P |
SABRINA ROUBINI
Federica Francesconi, the incoming chair of the
College of Idaho’s Jewish Studies program.

Jews in early modern Europe with a focus
on Jewish-Italian culture.

But she is now accustomed to the open-
minded hospitality of the Northwest.

Francesconi’s last three years at the
University of Oregon as a visiting assis-
tant professor in The Harold Schnitzer
Family Program in Judaic Studies and the
Department of Religious Studies leaves her
excited about her move to Idaho.

“I feel really proud,” Francesconi told
JTNews in a phone interview from her
office at the University of Oregon. “The
community is really vibrant, eager to learn,
and to be engaged in scholarly topics.

The Howard Berger-Ray Neilsen Chair
in Judaic Studies was created to promote a
better understanding of Jewish culture, phi-
losophy, and traditions in the Western U.S.
and is funded, in part, by a National Endow-
ment for the Humanities Challenge Grant
and largely by private non-Jewish sources.

“I think this is very rare,” said Fran-
cesconi. “There is no educational agenda.
The mission here is education.”

Neilsen was the longtime mentor of Dr.
Howard Berger, the C of I John Weyer-
haeuser chair in American history. Neilsen
was an advocate for human rights and
interfaith relations.

“Ray Neilsen is a great entrepreneur, a
great philanthropist, and a great friend,”
said Berger in an email. “His financial sup-
port for the chair was THE reason for the
chair’s reality.”

C of I history professor Dr. Steve
Maughan applauded Berger for promot-
ing Jewish history there.

“Dr. Berger has made the experience
of the Jews central to the story of Amer-
ica and to the developing understand-
ing of human rights in the modern era,”
Maughan told JTNews. “His course on
the Holocaust has become a ‘must have’
experience for students at The College of
Idaho.”

Appointing Francesconi not only gives
students a first-rate scholar, said Berger,
but she is also someone who will be their
friend while they attend the college.

In 2010, Francesconi was a religious
studies visiting assistant professor at Rut-
gers University and at the University of
Oxford, Center for Hebrew and Jewish
Studies.

In 2007, she earned her doctorate from
the University of Haifa’s Department of
Jewish History, and received her bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees from the Uni-
versity of Bologna.

The Mediterranean and Jewish his-
tory scholar is now finishing her new
book, “Enlighteners: Modenese Jewry
from Renaissance to Emancipation (1598-
1814).”

“Italy is the most ancient Jewish com-
munity in the Diaspora — they weren’t
expelled,” said Francesconi. “Jews had
the need to become Italians — they were
Italians. They were elected and they were
representatives of their areas. The Jews,
the Jesuits, and the duke opened the first
public library and they worked together to
acquire books.”

Francesconi believes her time in
Eugene, Ore,, getting to know the student
body there, has also prepared her for the
move to Idaho.

She said her students choose from
a variety of Jewish practices including
Reconstructionist Judaism, The Chabad-
Lubavitch movement, and Reform Juda-
ism, and thatbeing Jewish is not necessarily
the uniting trait in her classes.

“Itis a really different model here,” said
Francesconi, who was raised in a Modern
Orthodox Jewish family that lives in Italy
today. “I have a variety of students who are
Jews but they don’t have a strong Jewish
background or a Hebrew school back-
ground. On the other hand, they are very
open-minded.”

Berger is confident that the course
offerings in Jewish history at the college
will increase under her leadership.

“Things Jewish are of great interest to
the bulk of the students at the College of
Idaho,” said Berger, “and that will not only
continue but will be expanded with the
arrival of Federica.”
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On behalf of all the recipients
of the “Seder in a Box,”
we would like to thank the
Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle
for making this special initiative

possible.
Chm\\

ZCentral Cascades

Serving the Issaguah Sammamish Communities

OF GREATER SEATTLE

£ \\ The Jewish Federation

“Seder in a Box” is a program of Chabad
of the Central Cascades providing “Seders
in a Box” for families who are in need in
the Issaquah/Sammamish Area. Before the
holiday, volunteers helped cook meals,
prepare boxes with everything necessary
to run a seder, and delivered them to
families in need.

Celebrate your simcha

Again!

On May 23, JTNews will dedicate our entire issue to our
90th anniversary with reprints of articles from throughout
our history. Be a part of it!

If your birth, Bar or Bat Mitzvah, wedding or other
simcha was included in the Jewish Transcript,

run it again with a tribute ad!
«\‘\\e NINE N

Special bonus! Purchase a $90 tribute
for our special edition and we will give
$18 to your synagogue.

Just contact Lynn at
lynnf@jtnews.net or 206-774-2264
for more details.
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Finish your homework and get thee to Winthrop

DIANA BREMENT JTNews Columnist
“It’s just a magical
spot... [and] so hard
to leave,” explains

Hannah Cordes about

moving her family from Seat-

tle to Winthrop this past fall.

Having spent weekends and

vacations in their “tiny cabin”

(500 square feet!), they found

themselves “falling in love

with the whole valley.”
The decision was made

mom. They've found “every-
one just has open arms.”
Isaac joined the foot-
ball team, helping him
make friends before school
began, and was even voted
homecoming prince. He’s
impressed his parents with his
ability to easily adapt.
Although some Jewish
families live in the area, Isaac
may be the only Jewish stu-

suddenly last summer. Their
older son Sam was about to

dent at the school, some-
thing “he’s really embraced,”

start a new adventure as a
University of Oregon fresh-
man, so Hannah, husband Bob, and
younger son Isaac wanted to have an
adventure, too.

With Isaac about to be a junior at Roo-
sevelt High, it became his decision. He
agreed, so they packed up their chick-
ens and set off to spend a year east of
the mountains. A month after starting at
Liberty High School in Winthrop, Isaac
decided to graduate from there, so they’ll
stay at least another year.

It’s been “such a warm, welcoming
community, both to Isaac and us,” says his

GREATER SEATTLE
Bet Alef (Meditative) 206/527-9399
1111 Harvard Ave., Seattle
Chabad House
4541 19th Ave. NE
Congregation Kol Ami (Reform) 425/844-1604
16530 Avondale Rd. NE, Woodinville
Cong. Beis Menachem (Traditional Hassidic)
1837 156th Ave. NE, Bellevue ~ 425/957-7860
Congregation Beth Shalom (Conservative)
6800 35th Ave. NE 206/524-0075
Cong. Bikur Cholim Machzikay Hadath
(Orthodox)
5145 S Morgan St. 206/721-0970
Capitol Hill Minyan-BCMH (Orthodox)
1501 17th Ave. E 206/721-0970
Congregation Eitz Or (Jewish Renewal)
206/467-2617
Cong. Ezra Bessaroth (Sephardic Orthodox)
5217 S Brandon St. 206/722-5500
Congregation Shaarei Tefilah-Lubavitch
(Orthodox/Chabad)
6250 43rd Ave. NE 206/527-1411
Congregation Shevet Achim (Orthodox)
5017 90th Ave. SE (at NW Yeshiva HS)
206/275-1539

206/527-1411

Call for locations

Mercer Island
Congregation Tikvah Chadashah
(LGBTQ) 206/355-1414
Emanuel Congregation (Modern Orthodox)

3412 NE 65th St. 206/525-1055
Herzl-Ner Tamid Conservative Congregation
(Conservative) 206/232-8555
3700 E Mercer Way, Mercer Island

Hillel (Multi-denominational)
4745 17th Ave. NE

Kadima (Reconstructionist)
12353 8th Ave. NE, Seattle
Kavana Cooperative

206/527-1997
206/547-3914

kavanaseattle@gmail.com

his mom says. Even when he

I HANNAH G(I)RDES
Isaac Cordes sporting his Liberty Bell High
School football uniform in Winthrop this past fall.

Ashreichem Yisrael (Traditional) 206-397-2671
5134 S Holly St., Seattle
www.ashreichemyisrael.com
K’hal Ateres Zekainim (Orthodox) 206/722-1464
at Kline Galland Home, 7500 Seward Park Ave. S
Kol HaNeshamah (Progressive Reform)
206/935-1590
Alki UCC, 6115 SW Hinds St., West Seattle
Mercaz Seattle (Modern Orthodox)
5720 37th Ave. NE
rachelirosenfeld@gmail.com
www.mercazseattle.org
Minyan Ohr Chadash (Modern Orthodox)
Brighton Building, 6701 51st Ave. S
www.minyanohrchadash.org
Mitriyah (Progressive, Unaffiliated)
www.mitriyah.com 206/651-5891
Secular Jewish Circle of Puget Sound (Humanist)
www.secularjewishcircle.org 206/528-1944
Sephardic Bikur Holim Congregation (Orthodox)
6500 52nd Ave. S 206/723-3028
The Summit at First Hill (Orthodox)
1200 University St. 206/652-4444
Temple Beth Am (Reform) 206/525-0915
2632 NE 80th St.
Temple B’nai Torah (Reform)
15727 NE 4th St., Bellevue
Temple De Hirsch Sinai (Reform)
Seattle, 1441 16th Ave.
Bellevue, 3850 156th Ave. SE
Torah Learning Center (Orthodox)
5121 SW Olga St., West Seattle  206/722-8289
SOUTH KING COUNTY
Bet Chaverim (Reform) 206/577-0403
25701 14th Place S, Des Moines

425/603-9677

206/323-8486

WASHINGTON STATE
ABERDEEN
Temple Beth Israel
1819 Sumner at Martin

360/533-5755

declined to play football on Yom Kippur,
students and coaches were supportive, and
there is always a veggie pizza for Isaac at
get-togethers.

Now Hannah has begun another adven-
ture. The former head chef at Hillel UW
and food blogger at www.bluekaleroad.
com, has taken over a kitchen store in
downtown Winthrop. Aspen Grove Home
(www.aspengrovehome.com), right across
from the local brewpub, was already a
housewares store, but Hannah is taking it
more “in a kitchen direction,” with cook-
ware and local gourmet food items.

“Life is full of chapters,” observes
Hannah who started her working life as
a social worker. “We’re very happy,” she
adds, and “we still love our life in Seattle...
it’s important we maintain that as well.”

With school, BBYO, volunteer-
ing for the Friendship Circle, play-
ing basketball on two teams, and
attending Camp Solomon Schechter every
summer, you might think that Mercer
Island High School freshman Marcus
Schiller has enough to do.
Add to that being an inventor and an
entrepreneur.
YAY [ ] » - »
BAINBRIDGE ISLAND
Congregation Kol Shalom (Reform)
9010 Miller Rd. NE 206/855-0885
Chavurat Shir Hayam 206/842-8453
BELLINGHAM
Chabad Jewish Center of Whatcom County
102 Highland Dr. 360/393-3845
Congregation Beth Israel (Reform)
2200 Broadway

BREMERTON
Congregation Beth Hatikvah
11th and Veneta

EVERETT / LYNNWOOD

Chabad Jewish Center of Snohomish County
19626 76th Ave. W, Lynnwood  425/640-2811
Temple Beth Or (Reform) 425/259-7125
3215 Lombard St., Everett
FORT LEWIS

253/967-6590

360/733-8890

360/373-9884

Jewish Chapel

Liggett Avenue and 12th
ISSAQUAH

Chabad of the Central Cascades

24121 SE Black Nugget Rd.
OLYMPIA

Chabad Jewish Discovery Center

1611 Legion Way SE 360/584-4306

Congregation B’nai Torah (Conservative)

3437 Libby Rd. 360/943-7354

Temple Beth Hatfiloh (Reconstructionist)

201 8th Ave. SE 360/754-8519
PORT ANGELES AND SEQUIM
Congregation B’nai Shalom 360/452-2471
PORT TOWNSEND
Congregation Bet Shira 360/379-3042
PULLMAN, WA AND MOSCOW, ID

Jewish Community of the Palouse
509/334-7868 or 208/882-1280

425/427-1654

MICHAEL SCHILLER
Marcus Schiller with his Brain Bands invention,
a homework reminder tool that will be available
this August at Kmart, Office Max and on
Amazon.com.

Encouraged and inspired by his dad
Michael, who has brought many dif-
ferent products to market, Marcus has
been trying to come up with the next
big thing for years. Marcus feels “we’ve
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SPOKANE
Chabad of Spokane County
4116 E 37th Ave.
Congregation Emanu-El (Reform)
P O Box 30234
www.spokaneemanu-el.org

509/443-0770
509/835-5050

Temple Beth Shalom (Conservative)
1322 E 30th Ave. 509/747-3304
TACOMA
Chabad-Lubavitch of Pierce County
2146 N Mildred St.. 253/565-8770
Temple Beth El (Reform) 253/564-7101
5975 S 12th St.
TRI CITIES
Congregation Beth Sholom (Conservative)
312 Thayer Dr., Richland 509/375-4 740
VANCOUVER
Chabad-Lubavitch of Clark County
9604 NE 126th Ave., Suite 2320 360/993-5222
Rabbi@ChabadClarkCounty.com
www.chabadclarkcounty.com
Congregation Kol Ami 360/574-5169
www.jewishvancouverusa.org
VASHON ISLAND
Havurat Ee Shalom
15401 Westside Highway
P O Box 89, Vashon Island, WA 98070
WALLA WALLA
Congregation Beth Israel
WENATCHEE
Greater Wenatchee Jewish Community
509/662-3333 or 206/782-1044
WHIDBEY ISLAND
Jewish Community of Whidbey Island
360/331-2190

206/567-1608

509/522-2511

YAKIMA
Temple Shalom (Reform)
1517 Browne Ave.
yakimatemple@gmail.com

509/453-8988
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The Passion of the Jewish-ish cartoon

DIKLA TUCHMAN JTNews Correspondent

Cartoonists like Matt Groening have
made it big through cartoons like “The
Simpsons.” Mark I. Pinsky has found fame
not be creating a cartoon, but by writ-
ing about them. Pinsky is an investigative
journalist who has spent a large chunk of
his writing career delving deeply into the
connection between religion and animated
entertainment. More specifically, Pinsky
has become famous for his publication of
two books. One focuses on religious depic-
tion in the television series “The Simp-
sons.” The other is an analysis of religious
themes in Disney animated movies.

Coming to Seattle for the first time
since he was a youngster in United Syna-
gogue Youth in the ’60s, Pinsky will dis-
cuss his book “The Gospel According to
The Simpsons” at the Stroum Jewish Com-
munity Center on Sunday, May 4. As part
of the SJCC’s Jewish Touch series, Pinsky
will talk primarily about how Jews and
Judaism are represented in one part of
popular culture: Television sitcoms.

Back in 2001, Pinsky released the first
edition of “The Gospel According to The
Simpsons,” which was so popular that he
re-released the book in 2006 with addi-
tional analysis based on new animated
series that had modeled their episodic lay-
outs after the Simpsons.

“Primetime sitcoms in American tele-

vision history stayed away
from religion in its earlier
years,” says Pinsky. “Adver-
tisers were afraid if you put
religion in it would alien-
ate and marginalize view-
ers; there was no real upside
for the ratings. They also felt
that if they put religion in the
shows [religion] would be
watered down and would not
appeal to religious viewers.”
When “The Simpsons”
first aired in December 1989,
Pinsky’s children, then 8
and 11, expressed interest in

COURTESY MARK . PINSKY
Mark I. Pinsky, who will be
speaking about cartoons and
religion for the Stroum JCC’s

cally on religion.”

The writers would intro-
duce non-majority faiths
into the show and then
incorporate them into the
series’ fabric.

Pinsky explored Krusty
the Clown, his religious
struggle and affiliation with
Judaism that was the focus
of one episode, and from
there became a part of the
show’s landscape.

The second Jewish epi-
sode, which Pinsky describes
as not only intelligent, but

watching the “adult” cartoon
that had a prime time slot on
FOX. Skeptical, he allowed them to watch
with him and told them he would turn off
the TV if he deemed anything inappropri-
ate. Instead, the level of sophistication in
the writing surprised him, and he noticed
something unique and groundbreaking:
The writers incorporated religion in an
intelligent, socially comical way that he
had never before seen done.

“The writers began incorporating reli-
gion into the show more and more,”
says Pinsky. “It simply is an element, not
focused on religion all the time. But there
are a couple of episodes that focus specifi-

Jewish Touch series.

also revolutionary, was the
show’s annual Halloween
episode, which one year dedicated a seg-
ment to the lore of the golem.

“The episode was really well written
and clever,” Pinsky says. “It really knocked
my socks off that they were able to do this.
They really kicked in the door for making
it okay to talk about religion in a funny
way in an animated television show.

Pinsky revisits some of his previ-
ous assertions in his 2006 re-release, this
time focusing on newer animated sitcoms
such as “Family Guy,” “King of the Hill,”
“American Dad,” and “South Park.”

“By the time you get to ‘South Park,’

Mark Pinsky will speak on Sun., May
4 at 4 p.m. at the Stroum JCC, 3801
E Mercer Way, Mercer Island. SJCC
members, seniors and students $8/
non-members $12. For more
information or to purchase tickets,
visit www.sjcc.org/cultural-arts/
jewish-touch-series.

you’re getting into some more heavy con-
siderations of what Judaism in America is
about,” Pinsky says. “The episode ‘South
Park’ did about Mel Gibson’s “The Passion
of the Christ’ was very critical and really
analyzed the issues involved in a sophis-
ticated way.”

At Pinsky’s May 4 presentation, he plans
to discuss some of the ways in which both
“The Simpsons” paved the way for posi-
tively weaving religion into mainstream
television and how other shows have some-
times missed the mark. He will also dis-
cuss some of the observations he makes
in his second book, “The Gospel Accord-
ing to Disney: Faith, Trust and Pixie Dust.”
In this book, Pinsky explores many pop-
ular Disney films, as well as some of the
more political aspects of the conglomerate,
such as the 1990s boycott of Disney by the
Southern Baptist Convention and the role
that figureheads like Michael Eisner and
Jeffrey Katzenberg played in the resurgence
of the company since the mid-1980s.

THE STROUM JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER PRESENTS

Tickets: $30 | $25 SJCC members/students/youth/seniors
Limited tickets available at the door.

IN@ONCERT

SATURDAY MAY 3

8 p.m. | DOORS AND BOX OFFICE OPEN 7 p.m.
SJCC MERCER ISLAND | 3801 EAST MERCER WAY | MERCER ISLAND

Think Paul Simon, Joni Mitchell and Leonard Cohen, combined
with Yemenite roots, jazz, classical, rock and world-music
sensibilities... and you have Israeli sensation and songbird Noa.
This Yom Ha'atzmaut Community Celebration Concert features
music from "The Israeli Songbook." Noa has shared the stage
with superstars Sting, Stevie Wonder, Carlos Santana, Sheryl

- Crow, and many more. Don't miss this rare opportunity to hear

= her perform with longtime collaborator Gil Dor.

BUY TICKETS AT WWW.SJCC.ORG

‘“1

STROUM JEWISH

vi
COMMUNITY CENTER
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Supporting youth arts in our Israeli partner communities

Funding teen Israel experience scholarships

f7 \\ The Jewish Federation

OF GREATER SEATTLE

BUILDING
CONNECTIONS
BETWEEN SEATTLE
AND ISRAEL

The Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle has a strong
focus on Israel. We support a range of education, service,
scholarship and travel programs that strengthen the bonds
between Israel and Seattle’s Jewish community.

Local Events: The Jewish Federation is a co-sponsor of
the May 5, 2014 Community Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebration,
marking Israel’s Independence Day. The celebration goes
from 6:30 pm to 8 pm at Temple B’nai Torah.

Our Partner Communities: The Jewish Federation funds
human services, education and cultural programs for our
Israeli partner communities of Kiryat Malachi and Hof
Ashkelon, including food for low-income families and a
medical clinic open on nights and weekends.

People to People: Through Partnership2Gether, the
Jewish Federation supports programs offering individuals
in Seattle and our partnership communities opportunities
to build bonds of friendship through speaker visits, an
annual calendar art contest, and madrichim visits to SJICC
summer camp.

Israel Experience Scholarships: The Jewish Federation
helps local teens afford life-changing Israel experiences. In
2013, nearly three dozen local teens were awarded Israel
experience scholarships.

-.wf.--e-':-"ﬂ

Helping Leket Israel feed hungry families

Find out more about Jewish Federation
Israel programs

jewishinseattle.org/israel
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Going it alone: Traveling solo can open up new worlds

MASADA SIEGEL Special to JTNews

The phone rang and rang. After the
third try, it became exceptionally clear
to me that she had flaked on me. She was
a friend of a friend and had given me a
number to contact her in Israel so we
could make plans to meet up. I should
have known better than to trust her, but
being the optimist, I took her at her word.

I stared at the phone on the counter
in Tel Aviv and wondered about my next
move. Should I stay here in the safety of a
city I knew with family or should I have
an adventure, albeit on my own without
a plan?

Nervous was an understatement, but
I really wanted to travel and see more of
Israel. So with an impish grin on my face,
I figured I would go it alone and perhaps
find her in Tiberius where we had planned
to meet.

It was a completely crazy concept to
find someone in a city of thousands of
people, especially when I had no clue
where she was staying. But, I grabbed my
belongings and headed for the Tel Aviv
bus station.

I was scared, completely unprepared. I
had no guidebook, no Internet, no phone,
no nothing, and no idea where I would
sleep that night.

Simultaneously, I was excited and petri-
fied. I promised myself that if I got uncom-
fortable or it became too overwhelming, I
would take the bus back to Tel Aviv.

But taking that risk to travel solo, with
no plans, opened up the world to me in
ways I could never have imagined.

The bus stopped in Nazareth, and the
windows shimmered with sunlight burst-
ing through clouds of dust. Like a mirage,
five backpackers boarded. I smiled and
said hello, and they sat down all around
me and started to ask me questions on
where I had been and where I was going.

These five Australians, all nurses and
physical therapists, lived to travel, literally.
They would spend a few months working

in London, saving all their money, then
spend a few months traveling. I was fasci-
nated. They asked me how I happened to
be traveling solo, and once they heard my
story they immediately said, “Why don’t
you travel with us?”

The first night I found myself sharing a
room with nine other people sleeping in a

COURTESY MASADA SIEGEL
Masada and her Australian friends enjoy an afternoon at the King David Hotel in Jerusalem.

crusader castle. The next day we hiked and
explored, picking up more people as we
went along on our adventure.

The third day I was wandering with my
new friends and I bumped into the woman
I was supposed to meet. She was with two
other people hiking up the path we were
walking down.

I'was so happy to see her, and even hap-
pier that she never called! Her travel com-
panions appeared dull, clearly she was not
reliable, and I had just met the most fan-
tastic friendly group of people on a bus!

I spent the next two weeks traveling
all over Israel with my Aussie friends. I
bonded the most with Justin and Sue. We
had countless conversations about our
beliefs, experiences, countries and world-
views.

They taught me how to travel on the
cheap, and we met countless travelers

from the bars to the back alleyways of the
Old City of Jerusalem.

I started to see the world in a com-
pletely different way. I bonded with these
complete strangers who had become my
friends. It was one of the best decisions I
ever made to take a risk and go it alone.

I fine-tuned trusting my instincts:

ALBERTO PERAL/GOISRAEL.COM
The Crusaders’ Knights Halls at Akko, one of the
sites Masada Siegel toured with her new-found
friends.

When they hitchhiked, I took the bus
and met them at the next location. When
they stayed in places that seemed scary
to me from a safety perspective, I tried it
out and then booked myself into another
location where I felt more secure. All the
while, they accepted my differences, and I
learned to trust myself in all types of new
and interesting situations.

They were leaving back to London and
I was figuring out my next steps, little did
I know this was only the beginning of a
beautiful friendship that would span con-
tinents and generations.

Over the next several years, we would
meet up again in London, New York,
Sydney, Melbourne, Frankfurt, and Scott-
sdale.

Our families have met here in Scotts-
dale and in Sydney, and Justin has become
one of my closest friends on the planet.

Call it fate, call it destiny, call it what-
ever you like, but one of the greatest les-
sons I have learned is to call your own
shots. When people disappoint you, or
are unreliable, go it alone — whether it’s
to the movies or to another city on vaca-
tion. There are a lot of amazing, wonder-
ful people out there, and you never know
who might sit down next to you, especially
if you're traveling solo.

Robbins Travel has been offering specialized and personalized trips to Israel and the
world for over 34 years. Vicki Robbins can honestly say they are the most knowledgeable
Israel travel consultants in the Seattle area. They are here to help you plan your trip from
arranging airfare, hotel and tours to offering insight into where you might want to go and
when you might want to go to Israel and abroad. They have traveled and lived in Israel and
Vicki can arrange any trip your heart desires. Honestly, she can!!!

They also offer all types of travel packages, from here to Bali and back again, and all points
in between.... Plus they are UW certified for contract fares.

Give Vicki a call and she will offer personalized friendly service (in English or Hebrew). You
are sure to be pleased. Let her take the hassle out of planning and worrying.

206.364.0100 ° robbins @lakecitytravel.com

Robbins Travel
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Hurry up, kids. I wanna be a grandpa

By Ed Harris

= The Wall Street Journal recently ran an article entitled “The
Long (Long) Wait to be a Grandparent.” Tell me about it. We
baby boomers took longer to marry and have kids than prior
generations, and millennials are pushing these traditional mile-
stones of adulthood out even further. Hence the millions of
older adults like me ready for grandkids but empty-handed, or,
should I say, empty-lapped.

Somehow the future snuck up on me before | was ready.
When my wife and | moved to Seattle our oldest child, Gabriela,
was a mere infant. A new baby brother, Sam, came along a few
years later. And then, just like Abraham and Sarah, we were
unexpectedly blessed with another bundle of joy, I1zzy, delivered
by stork straight from Guatemala. During this stretch, time passed by in a blur. I think | went
about 15 years without ever once getting a single night of uninterrupted sleep.

Our first pediatrician told us the best way to calm a colicky infant is to try bottle, diaper,
motion, repeated either over and over until either the baby stops crying or the parent in
question becomes completely unhinged and runs screaming down the street stark naked.
A number of years ago, a neighbor, who noticed the spectacle of kids constantly bouncing
off our living room couch and flying through the air, asked my wife if she ran a day care.

The messiness and endless wiping of sticky surfaces associated with small children
was then replaced by countless hours of homework, which hijacked family evenings and
raised anxiety levels. | recall one business trip | took while my parents were visiting. With
the assistance of three adults in the house, Gabriela was still unable to finish her 4th grade
English assignment, and from another city | spent an hour on the phone with her, excusing
myself from a business dinner in the process.

As the kids got older and sleep was usually less of a concern, there was still the occa-
sional nightmare. At around age 10 Gabriela went through a stretch of fantastically vivid

Abba Knows Best

dreams about food. “Look Sam, we're prunes,” she exclaimed at one point as she thrashed
through what ended up as yet another a wide-awake night for my wife and me.

Then, suddenly, we blinked our eyes and found the house eerily quiet. Gabriela is now
married to a fine young man. Sam is in college. 1zzy is in high school. It seems like only
yesterday that | would come from work in the evening and within seconds be rolling on
the floor, gang tackled by a swarm of children eager to play with their dad. Or Gabriela
would challenge me to a “muscle fight” which consisted of her punching me straight in
the gut as hard as she could. Ah, the joys of parenthood.

Will my wife and | be like the forlorn boomers profiled in the Wall Street Journal?
Gabriela is still only 24 years old. Sam is in college. He’s gay, which would have been
an obstacle to conjuring up offspring in less enlightened times. But he’s sandwiched in
between two adopted siblings, so he knows there are alternative routes to parenthood and
thus is not relieved of his grandkid quota. (Once, when Gabriela was an infant, someone
in the supermarket asked my wife if she was “the real mom.” She pinched her arm and
said, “Yup, it looks like I'm real”). And bringing up the rear, at age 15, is lzzy. He needs to
stay focused on his homework.

| remain hopeful. The best part of grandparenting, should we be so blessed, is that my
wife and | would get the small fry for a few hours and then hand them back to their parents,
to let them experience the joy of sleepless nights firsthand.

I work out religiously on the treadmill, and have maintained myself in fighting trim: I'm
ready for a 5-year-old’s punch to the solar plexus. Now if only | had someone who could
deliver it.

Ed Harris, the author of “Fifty Shades of Schwarz” and several other books, was born in the
Bronx and lives in Bellevue with his family. His blog, Fizz-Ed, and additional information
about his books are available at www.edharrisauthor.com.
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BUILD, DESIGN,

Summer Workshops for K-12 students in
Video Game Programming, Fine Arts and
Animation, Game Design, and Robotics
and Engineering.

Heattle @8}54}& &
ﬁ@;/ %wm/

Suly 7-12, 2014
Sponsored & Subsidized by the ACBL

@ Only $50

For more information visit
http://www.b4youth.org or email:
Larry@PacGal.com

Hours & Location Qa
Mon-Fri: 9:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
Sat: Noon - 3:00 p.m. Pizza party & mini-
tournament

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CREATE!

‘3L0cat10n 4545 Island Crest Way
Mercer Island, WA. 98040

g .:?W!

Look for the 2014 edition of
the Northwest Jewish Family in
the May 9th issue of JTNews
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| CAMP PLANNING

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
CAMP GAN ISRAEL

Camp Gan Israel’s four weekly sessions provide children with a summer experience
that lasts a lifetime, including field trips, creative activities, swimming and more!
With an emphasis on the warmth of Judaism, the program is suitable for kids from all
backgrounds and affiliations.

Contact Rabbi Kavka at 206-730-2775 or info@campganisraelseattle.com, or

visit www.CampGanlsraelSeattle.com.

DIGIPEN’S PROJECTFUN YOUTH PROGRAMS

Turn your student’s love of video games, animation, arts, and robotics into a life-long
passion for learning. ProjectFUN engages students entering grades 1-12 in the arts
and sciences by teaching them the tools and techniques of today’s high-tech careers.
Workshops offered during the summer at their Redmond campus.

Visit projectfun.digipen.edu or contact projectfunadministration@digipen.edu or
425-629-5007.

LAKE UNION CREW

Looking for something to do during the summer that is fun, exciting and challenging?
Then come row with Lake Union Crew and do something different and positive with
your summer vacation. Meet new friends, learn a cool sport, and spend the day on the
water. They are dedicated to providing a fun, unique, and challenging experience that
you will not forget. Contact 206-860-4199 or info@lakeunioncrew.com, or visit
www.LakeUnionCrew.com.

SEATTLE AUDUBON NATURE CAMP

Seattle Audubon Nature Camp provides fun, hands-on learning for the young and
curious naturalist with weekly themes for each age group. Seattle Audubon has been
dedicated to providing environmental and nature-based education for the youth of
Seattle for 30 years with its summer nature camps. Visit www.seattleaudubon.org or call
206-523-4483.

SEATTLE BRIDGE DAY CAMP

Join the BILLIONAIRE’S CLUB!! Children ages 10 to 18 can have fun learning the game
played by Bill Gates. The possibilities are endless when you start to play bridge at an
early age. Learn to play bridge in a week, and enjoy the game for your entire life!

At 4545 Island Crest Way, Mercer Island. Visit www.b4youth.org or email
Larry@pacgal.com.

Weekly Day Camp
Sessions Run
6/23/14-8/29/14

ﬁSecme Audubon

at Magnuson Park

Discovery, Exploration, Learning, and Fun
for children in grades 1-9
Extended Care, Scholarships, & Volunteer Opportunities for Teens Available

Register Online at
seattleaudubon.org/sas/naturecamp

\

Four 2-week camps offered
throughout the summer. Sign

up for one or more to fit your summer
schedule, ages 12 - 17 welcor

—~ Camps for
experienced
rowers and those"
BRAND NEW
to the sport !
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[.ake Union Crew
(206) 860 4199
www.lakeunioncrew.com
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FAMILY CALENDAR

FRIDAY, APRIL 25

11 A.M. — RAVENNA JEWISH JUNCTION PJ LIBRARY STORYTIME

Kate Speizer at 206-315-7429 or kate@jewishjunction.net

PJ Library educator Betsy Dischel leads a free community storytime for tots and their caregivers the fourth
Friday of the month. At Ravenna Third Place Books, 6504 20th Ave. NE, Seattle.

SATURDAY, APRIL 26

10 A.M. — FAMILY SHABBAT MORNING

Kate Speizer at 206-315-7429 or kspeizer@tdhs-nw.org

Opens with a brief prayer service (with guitar) and continues with snack, a project, and free play. All are
welcome, no membership or experience required. Free. At Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 1441 16th Ave., Seattle.

FRIDAY, MAY 2

11 A.M. — NORTHGATE JEWISH JUNCTION PJ LIBRARY STORYTIME

PJ Library Jewish educator Betsy Dischel leads the first Friday of the month at the Northgate Branch of the
Seattle Public Library. All are welcome. Free. At 10548 Fifth Ave. NE, Seattle.

MONDAYS

10 A.M. — KIDDISH CLUB DROP-IN PLAY

Small snack, story/circle time, creative project and playtime. An adult must attend (not dropoff). Free.
At Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 1441 16th Ave., Seattle.

WEDNESDAYS

10 A.M. — PJ LIBRARY STORY TIME

Dana Weiner at 206-388-1992 or danaw@sjcc.org

Story and playtime on Mercer Island, led by Julie Warwick. Free. At the Stroum JCC, 3801 E Mercer Way.

THURSDAYS

10 A.M. —PJLIBRARY NEIGHBORHOOD SONG & STORY TIME AT TEMPLE BETH AM
Alexis Kort at 206-525-0915 or alexis@templebetham.org or www.templebetham.org/community/families

Jewish songs and stories for toddlers and preschoolers with Betsy Dischel from PJ Library. Includes snacks
and an art project to do together. Free. At Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th St., Seattle.

s
Jumz 30 Juur 25

Mownpay 1O anmr9 00am-330pm

]

To REGISTER GO ONLINE:

ncmpeamsnz\m.smwnﬂcom-
N
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‘Jaffa’ solicits youthful dancing partners for peace

MICHAEL FOX

Going back at least as far as 2001’s
“Promises,” most recent documentaries
that opted for an optimistic slant on the
Israeli-Palestinian situation centered on
children.

The next generation, to be sure, is the
universal embodiment of hope. But bet-
ting on today’s children to solve a problem
down the road is tacit acknowledgement
that today’s adults aren’t up to the task —
or so those who see the Mideast glass half-
empty might say.

Both perspectives are skillfully inter-
woven in “Dancing in Jaffa,” a nuanced,
feel-good study of cross-cultural fence-
hopping in which the best traits in human
nature vie with street-level realities.

“Dancing in Jaffa” opens April 25 at the
Varsity Theater in Seattle.

The movie’s motor is world cham-
pion ballroom dancer and teacher Pierre
Dulaine, who returns to his hometown
after many years with the self-proclaimed
goal of giving something back. Perenni-
ally dressed in a starched shirt and tie,
and fluent in Arabic, English and French,
the gray-haired Dulaine is a cosmopolitan
alien in a working-class town.

The indefatigable Dulaine is a life-
long proponent of partnered dancing as a
way to develop social skills and self-con-
fidence, but in Jaffa he’s determined to

apply his pedagogy
to an even greater
good. His plan is
to teach merengue,
rhumba and tango to
11-year-olds at vari-
ous schools, culmi-
nating with young
Jewish and Palestin-
ian Israelis dancing
together in a public
ballroom dance com-
petition.

“This is how you
learn to work with
another person,”

IFC FILMS

Dulaine ofthandedly Pierre Dulaine, champion dancer and teacher, brings together young Israelis

remarks to one child and Palestinians to dance.

while correcting his

form. It’s a lovely sentiment, one that will
gradually sink in after the student has
become comfortable with the steps and
can actually look at and interact with his
or her partner.

There’s an unpredictability and bump-
iness to Dulaine’s mission, at least ini-
tially, that negates the comforting formula
that some viewers will expect. Most of the
kids are shy, embarrassed and downright
resistant to engaging with the opposite
sex, even without the Islamic prohibition
on touching someone of the opposite sex.

Str.éfﬂgtﬂhs

Comprehensive services to meet the needs of children and
adults with ADHD and/or learning disabilities.
e Evaluation * Tutoring ® Counseling
¢ Coaching * College documentation

Insurance accepted:

Anthem, Lifewise, Premera, Regence, Uniform Medical

Markus Lefkovits, M.S., LMHC
Educational Consultant/Licensed Mental Health Counselor
1455 NW Leary Way, Suite 400, Seattle 98107
206-866-7600 » mlefkovits@comcast.net
www.shineyourstrengths.com

A nurturing and nature-based environment f for young children
Monday through Friday 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

For more information contact Solomike Early Childhood Director, Leyna Lavinthal
llavinthal@templebnaitorah.org
Temple B’nai Torah * 15727 NE 4th St. Bellevue, WA 98008
(425) 603-9677 * TempleBnaiTorah.org

(None of the Jewish kids are Orthodox.)

While boys will be boys, and girls will
be girls, Dulaine perseveres with firmness
as well as affection. Progress in the class-
room can be hard to discern, however, so
the film provides glimpses of the home
lives of three children to suggest their indi-
vidual blossoming.

Hilla Medalia, the prolific Israeli-born
producer and/or director of such docu-
mentaries as “To Die in Jerusalem” and
“Numbered,” again displays her talent for
gaining access, winning trust and crafting
small, revealing moments.

The most memorable are political
rather than interpersonal, and occur on
the street rather than in someone’s home.
The arrival in town of an intentionally
intimidating group of right-wing Israelis
chanting some variation of “Jaffa for the

“Dancing in Jaffa” opens April 25
at the Varsity Theater, 4329
University Way NE, Seattle. Visit
www.landmarktheatres.com for
showtimes. In Hebrew, Arabic and
English with English subtitles.

Jews” provides buzz-killing evidence that
conciliation is not everyone’s goal.

An illuminating sequence contrast-
ing the observance of Independence Day
at a Jewish school with its description as
the Nakba — “catastrophe” — at a Pales-
tinian Israeli school likewise underscores
Medalia’s preference for presenting reality
rather than peddling fantasy.

In this regard, she and Dulaine are per-
fectly in step. He was four years old when
he left Jaffa with his Palestinian mother
and Irish father during the War of Inde-
pendence, and he’s chagrined but not sur-
prised when his request to re-enter his
family’s old home is summarily rejected by
the Jewish owners.

Consistent with the theme that the
future is more important than the past,
Dulaine’s presence in the film steadily
diminishes. We, and he, are left with the
satisfaction that individual children have
grown and glimpsed possibilities they
couldn’t have imagined.

A small victory, perhaps, compared to
a lasting resolution to the ongoing con-
flict? Even a pessimist wouldn’t have the
chutzpah to call a child’s transformation a
“small victory.”

Is your child entering
Grades K through 8 this fall?,

EXPERIENCE A...
“Taste of
Religion

School”

Join us for a Temple De Hirsch Sinai Religion School preview!

Sunday * May 4 - 9:30am — 12:00pm

Bellvue & Seattle (K to 8)

Bellevue: 3850 156™ Ave SE - Seattle: 1441 16' Ave

Lw& TEMPLE

DP I I1rsch Slnal

RSVP Mimi Porad 206.315.7420
or mimi@tdhs-nw.org
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Opens April 25

Walking with the Enemy

Film

Based on the true story of a young couple
separated, then fortuitously reunited, during
the invasion and occupation of Hungary by the
German Army, a young man disguises himself
as an SS officer and the couple embarks on a
dangerous journey to save thousands of Jews headed for extermination in the Nazi
death camps. Stars Ben Kingsley and Jonas Armstrong.

At Southcenter 16, Century SeaTac Mall 16 Cinema, Everett Mall Stadium 16, and
Meridian 16 Seattle. Check theaters for showtimes.

May 3 at 5 p.m.

Noa

Concert

Israeli singer-songwriter Achinoam Nini, who goes by
the stage name Noa, and a string quartet from the Je-
rusalem Symphony Orchestra come to the J in celebra-
tion of Israel’s Independence Day. Noa is one of Israel’s
leading concert and recording artists. She and writing
partner Gil Dor will perform songs from “The Israeli Songbook,” their collection

of classic Hebrew songs. At the Stroum Jewish Community Center, 3801 E Mercer
Way, Mercer Island. Tickets cost $25 for members, youth and seniors/$30 non-
members. For more information visit sjcc.org.
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The Kehilla Spot is your permanent, prime real estate in
JTNews at a deeply discounted rate, available exclusively
to our Jewish community partners.

Include your logo, contact information, address, and
—— up to 20 words of copy. You can update your Kehilla
| 3:;&? spot one during your contract, or any time your contact
information changes.
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# May3at7p.m.

American Jerusalem: Jews and the Making
of San Francisco

Television

Explore the exhilarating history of the Jew-

| ish immigration to San Francisco during the

Gold Rush. When gold fever hit, San Fran-
cisco’s population skyrocketed from 800 to
36,000 in just four years. Gambling houses,

prostitution and anti-Chinese bigotry flourished, but so did a diverse cultural cli-
mate that leveled the playing field for white immigrants. Jews didn’t stand out as an
ethnic group, and thus were able to have a profound cultural and economic impact.
Drawing on the insight of historians and capturing the era’s splendor with period
reenactments and animated graphics, “American Jerusalem” explores the heights
and plumbs the depths of this moving and untold chapter of history.

On KCTS Channel 9 in Seattle. For more information visit

www.americanjerusalem.com.

May 3 at 8 p.m.

Extraordinary Women: Dr. Ruth Westheimer

Television

PBS profile series “Extraordinary Women” looks at the
life of Dr. Ruth Westheimer, who is much more than a
famous sex therapist. On KCTS Channel 9 in Seattle.
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| Onereservation putsiyouin everylissue we publish for
| afullyear.

Once during the year, you have the opportunity: to
share-anindepthreportin’a Kehilla/Story:

What’s most importantitoiyou? Take up to 250:words
and include a picture tol tell our community’ about
people, programs, events, volunteers, plans for the
future - whatever news Ismost important to you.

Eastside
Cheryl Puterman
206-774-2269 | cherylp@jtnews.net

Seattle & National
Lynn Feldhammer, Sales Manager

Kehilla spots measure 2-: " Includeiyour logo,
206-774-2264 | lynnf@jtnews.net

and describe who you are and what:you do.

Classified and Professional Directory
Becky Minsky
206-774-2238 | beckym@jtnews.net

$36

$36)pernissue. 27 issue minimum: Billed monthly.

American
Technion
Society
Advancing Innovation for lsrael and the World
Gary S. Cohn, Regional Director
Jack J. Kadesh, Regional Director Emeritus

415-398-7117 technion.sf@ats.org www.ats.org
American Technion North Pacific Region on Facebook
@gary4technion on Twitter

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF

MAGEN DAVID ADOM
Yossi Mentz, Regional Director
6505 Wilshire'Boulevard) Suite!650

LosiAngeles, CAT =1eli 3283-655-4655
Toll Frees800-323-23F1
Westerm@afmda.org

SAVING LIVES IN ISRAEL

Kol Haneshamah s a progressive
and diverse synagogue community
that is transforming Judaism for
the 2lst century.

6115 SW Hinds St., Seattle 98116
E-mail: info@khnseattle.org
Telephone: 206-935-1590
www.khnseattle.org

Kol HaNeshamah

CANP SOLOMgy

% 7EsT. 1884} X

SCHECHTER

Where Judaism and Joy are One

206-447-1967 www.campschechter.org

AMP K4
y O Hilsy,

N :,::f! W
i, £

EST. 2007-5767 1020 IRk
The premiere Reform Jewish camping
experience in the Pacific Northwest!
dJoin us for an exciting, immersive, and
memorable summer of a lifetime!
425-284-4484

www.kalsman.urjcamps.org

Temple De Hirsch Singi
is the leading and oldest
Reform congregation in

Iip
¢ TEMPLE

the Pacific Northwest.

De Hirsch Sinai  With warmth ond caring,

Share our past. Shape our future. we embrace all who
206.323.8486 enter through our doors.
www.fdhs-nw.org We invite you to share
1511 East Pike St. Seatte, WA 98122 our past, and help

3850 156 Ave. SE, Bellevue, WA 98006 shape our future.
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The hunted and the hunters:
Children’s books about the Holocaust

RITA BERMAN FRISCHER Special to JTNews

The Holocaust is a difficult topic for par-
ents or teachers to introduce to children so
they often turn to books for help. At first,
such resources were rare and indirect. For
example, “Terrible Things” in 1980, a pic-
ture book allegory, emphasized the need
for us to protect each other without defin-
ing the threat. Eventually, over 100 pic-
ture books followed, some, like “Promise
of a New Spring” or “The Number on My
Grandfather’s Arm,” provided informa-
tion without horror; others were better for
reading aloud to older students as discus-
sion starters. Age appropriateness was usu-
ally determined by the images included,
whether graphically explicit or verbally
shocking to the imagination.

Times change. Now children’s books
on many topics, especially fantasy, are
being snatched up by filmmakers, which
make their most stunning images in the
flesh. Scenes previously only imagined can
be seen on enormous screens. No wonder
these recent books on the Holocaust seem
so visually focused.

“A Bag of Marbles” by Joseph Joffo,
adapted by Kris (Lerner Publishing
Group). Illustrated by Vincent Bailly.
Translated by Edward Gauvin. This strik-
ing graphic novel, based on Joffo’s life

story, tracks the hair-raising escape of two
brothers from occupied Paris to their older
brothers in the free zone. They hide their
Jewishness, face danger, and occasionally
receive unexpected help. This well-realized
portrait of a childhood cut short was first
published in French in 1973, translated
widely, and became a film in 1975.

“The Boy on the Wooden Box: How
the Impossible Became Possible...on
Schindler’s List” by Leon Leyson (Athe-
neum Books for Young Readers) is a viv-
idly descriptive memoir of a young boy
who survived because of luck and Oskar
Schindler. Schindler’s determination and

SHA-BEAT SHIRAH!

A Beatles shabbat
May 9 - 6:00pm - seattle

/

Www.tdhs-nw.org
206-323-8486

Join us as we celebrate Shabbat through the words and
songs of the Fab Four on this 50th anniversary of their
first trip to America. Featuring Temple’s
own fabulous musical ensembles.

TEMPLE

De Hirsch Sinai
Share our past. Shape our future.

1511 East Pike Street ¢ Seattle, WA 98122
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“list” saved many lives and Leyson’s con-
tact with other Schindlerjuden didn’t end
with the war but continued in California.
There, fellow survivor Leopold Page told
some stories to writer Thomas Keneally,
whose resultant 1982 book became the
inspiration for Steven Spielberg’s unfor-
gettable 1993 film, “Schindler’s List.”

“Greenhorn” by Anna Olswanger,
with illustrations by Miriam Nerlove
(NewSouth Books), is also based on a true
story of strength and survival but set post-
war in a yeshiva in Brooklyn in 1946. A
boy survivor from Poland arrives there,
clutching a mysteriously precious box.
An American-born classmate, whose stut-
ter also makes him an outsider, becomes
a friend and their bond leads to both
of them realizing seemingly impossible
dreams. The language, history and cultural
setting are right on and the images are so
cinematic that many people, moved by
this small, powerful book, have commit-
ted to financing the Greenhorn Film Proj-
ect through Indiegogo. Donations are still
welcome through pre-production. Shoot-
ing begins in May. For more info visit Ols-
wanger’s website or contact Tom Whitus
of Silver Hills Pictures, LLC.

Kathryn Lasky has written about Jews,
and well, but her recent, specifically film-
related book “The Extra” (Candlewick
Press) calls attention to the Romani, also
victims of Hitler’s purification program.
Lilo, who looks Spanish, is among those
hand-picked from a labor camp to act
as extras in a new film planned by Leni
Riefenstahl, Hitler’s favorite filmmaker.

When the cameras roll, they dance and
sing, providing background for a Span-
ish folk opera in which Leni herself stars.
But they sleep locked in a barn, starving
and in terror of displeasing the volatile
and sometimes vicious Riefenstahl. Lilo’s
character is based loosely on Anna Blach,
a real Roma girl from Vienna. Disprov-
ing her claims to have protected them,
evidence shows that most of Riefens-
tahl’s gypsy extras were sent to die in Aus-
chwitz when no longer needed. The film
underway in this story, “Tiefland,” wasn’t
released until 1953.

To better understand Leni’s status
and importance to Hitler, I sought out
and watched, with much discomfort, “Tri-
umph of the Will,” her 1934 filming of the
Nazi Party rally in Nuremberg, one of the
most controversial films ever made and
a masterpiece of Goebbels propaganda
for the Nazi regime. After the war, it was
banned in Germany and until she died
in 2003, Riefenstahl, the filmmaker, was
known primarily as a collaborator.

“The War Within These Walls” by
Aline Sax, illustrated by Caryl Strzelecki
and translated by Laura Watkinson (Eerd-
mans Books for Young Readers), is a strik-
ingly illustrated novella set in the Warsaw
Ghetto, combining stark but powerful
drawings with simply stated truths about
the dark facts of the time — cruelty and
courage, violence and dignity — as seen
through the eyes of the young narrator.
The book’s size, layout, contrasts and pic-
tures convey both hopelessness and hope.

Finally, here is a picture book for the
younger child. On a dark cloudy night,
Anett’s family fears the Jews they’re hiding
won’t be able to find their way to the
harbor where a fishing boat waits to take
them to safety. No one can escort them
there, not with soldiers watching every
house. In “The Whispering Town” by
Jennifer Elvgren, illustrated by Fabio San-
tomauro (Kar-Ben), young Anett, remem-
bering how she safely brought food down
the black basement steps, guided by the
whispers of the hidden family, devises a
way for all the villagers to demonstrate the
helpful humanity still alive in Nazi-occu-
pied Denmark in 1943.

<4 RALLY PAGE 6

slogans were carefully planned. The stu-
dents were instructed to be on their best
behavior. We were trying to make Soviet
Jewry into an issue that Americans would
take seriously.”

That would not happen overnight.
There would be decades of demonstra-
tions and other protests — by the Student
Struggle for Soviet Jewry, led by Birnbaum
and Richter, by other activist groups, and
eventually by the mainstream Jewish orga-
nizations. There would be battles in Con-

gress and empty chairs set at Passover
seders and American Jews sneaking into
the USSR to help Soviet Jewish refuseniks.
It would be one of the proudest chapters
in American Jewish history. It had to start
somewhere — and it did, with a handful
of college students who did the impossi-
ble because they didn’t know it couldn’t
be done.

Dr. Rafael Medoff is founding director of The
David S. Wyman Institute for Holocaust
Studies.
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Russ KaTz, REALTOR
Windermere Real Estate/ Wall St. Inc.
206-284-7327 (Direct)

www.russellkatz.com

<
Windermere

JDS Grad & Past Board of Trustees Member
Mercer Island High School Grad
University of Washington Grad

The Jaffa Institute

www.jaffainstitute.org

PO. Box 3086, Kirkland, WA 98083 ¢ 425-753-5550 * higoldberg@frontier.com

Israel’s award-winning volunteer organization
for underprivileged children and families.
We turn disadvantaged youth into

productive adults for the future of Israel.

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
1O JEWISH WASHINGTON

Care Givers

Dentists

HomeCare Associates

A program of Jewish Family Service

T 206-861-3193

B www.homecareassoc.org

Provides personal care, assistance with
daily activities, medication reminders,
light housekeeping, meal preparation and
companionship to older adults living at
home or in assisted-living facilities.

Certified Public
Accountants

Dennis B. Goldstein & Assoc., CPAs, PS
Tax Preparation & Consulting

T 425-455-0430

F 425-455-0459

= dennis@dbgoldsteincpa.com

Newman Dierst Hales, PLLC

Nolan A. Newman, CPA

T 206-284-1383

= nnewman@ndhaccountants.com
“B www.ndhaccountants.com

Tax » Accounting * Healthcare Consulting

College Placement

College Placement Consultants

T 425-453-1730

5 preiter@outlook.com

“B www.collegeplacementconsultants.com
Pauline B. Reiter, Ph.D.

Expert help with undergraduate and
graduate college selection,

applications and essays.

40 Lake Bellevue, #100, Bellevue 98005

College Planning

Albert Israel, CFP

College Financial Aid Consultant

T 206-250-1148

&< albertisraeli@msn.com

Learn strategies that can deliver more aid.

Counselors/Therapists

Jewish Family Service

Individual, couple, child and family therapy
T 206-861-3152

= contactus@jfsseattle.org

B www.jfsseattle.org

Expertise with life transitions, addiction and
recovery, relationships and personal challenges
—allina cultural context. Licensed therapists;
flexible day or evening appointments; sliding fee
scale; most insurance plans.

Dr. Larry Adatto, DDS

T 206-526-9040 (office)

= ladatto@gmail.com

“B www.adattodds.com

7347 35th Ave. NE, Seattle, Wa 98115
Mon. and Thurs. 9-5, Tues. and Wed. 9-6.
Accepting new patients

Located in NE Seattle, Dr. Adatto has
been practicing since 1983.

Services provided are:

* Cerec crowns—nbeautiful all porcelain
crowns completed in one visit

* Invisalign orthodontics—moving teeth
with clear plastic trays, not metal braces
* Implnts placed and restored

* Lumineer (no, or minimally-prepped)
veneers

* Neuro-muscular dentistry for TMJ and
full mouth treatment

* Traditional crown-and-bridge, dentures,
root canals

Calvo & Waldbhaum

Toni Calvo Waldbaum, DDS
Richard Calvo, DDS

T 206-246-1424

5= office@cwdentistry.com

/B CalvoWaldbaumDentistry.com
Gentle Family Dentistry

Cosmetic & Restorative

Designing beautiful smiles by Calvo
207 SW 156th St., #4, Seattle

Warren J. Libman, D.D.S., M.S.D.
T 425-453-1308

B www.libmandds.com

Certified Specialist in Prosthodontics:
 Restorative * Reconstructive

» Cosmetic Dentistry

14595 Bel Red Rd. #100, Bellevue

Michael Spektor, D.D.S.

T 425-643-3746

5 info@spektordental.com

B www.spektordental.com
Specializing in periodontics, dental
implants, and cosmetic gum therapy.
Bellevue

Dentists (continued)

Wendy Shultz Spektor, D.D.S.

T 425-454-1322

= info@spektordental.com

B www.spektordental.com

Emphasis: Cosmetic and Preventive
Dentistry  Convenient location in Bellevue

Financial Services

Hamrick Investment Counsel, LLC

Roy A. Hamrick, CFA

T 206-441-9911

> rahamrick@hamrickinvestment.com
“B www.hamrickinvestment.com
Professional portfolio management
services for individuals, foundations and
nonprofit organizations.

Funeral/Burial Services

Congregation Beth Shalom Cemetery
T 206-524-0075

5 info@bethshalomseattle.org

This beautiful cemetery is available to the
Jewish community and is located just
north of Seattle.

Hills of Eternity Cemetery

Owned and operated by Temple De Hirsch Sinai
T 206-323-8486

Serving the greater Seattle Jewish com-
munity. Jewish cemetery open to all pre-
need and at-need services. Affordable
rates ¢ Planning assistance.

Queen Anne, Seattle

Seattle Jewish Chapel

T 206-725-3067

5 seattlejewishchapel@gmail.com
Traditional burial services provided at all
area cemeteries. Burial plots available for
purchase at Bikur Cholim and Machzikay
Hadath cemeteries.

Hospice & Home Health

Photographers

Kline Galland Hospice & Home Health

Dani Weiss Photography

T 206-805-1930

54 pams@klinegalland.org

“B www.klinegalland.org

Kline Galland Hospice & Home Health
provides individualized care to meet the
physical, emotional, spiritual and practical
needs of those dealing with advanced
iliness or the need for rehabilitation.
Founded in Jewish values and traditions,
our hospice and home health reflect a spirit
and philosophy of caring that emphasizes
comfort and dignity for our patients, no
matter what stage of life they are in.

Insurance

Eastside Insurance Services
Chuck Rubin and Matt Rubin
T 425-271-3101

F 425-277-3711

4508 NE 4th, Suite #B, Renton
Tom Brody, agent

T 425-646-3932

F 425-646-8750

“B www.e-z-insurance.com
2227 112th Ave. NE, Bellevue
We represent Pemco, Safeco, Hartford &
Progressive

Professional Directory
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Orthodontics

Rebecca Bockow, DDS, MS

T 425-939-2768

“B www.seattlesmiledesigns.com

A boutique orthodontic practice,
specializing in individualized treatment
for children and adults.

Two convenient locations:

5723 NE Bothell Way, Ste D, Kenmore
1545 116th Ave. NE Ste 100, Bellevue

B. Rohert Cohanim, DDS, MS
Orthodontics for Adults and Children
T 206-322-7223

“B www.smile-works.com

Invisalign Premier Provider. On First Hill
across from Swedish Hospital.

T 206-760-3336

“B www.daniweissphotography.com
Photographer Specializing in People.
Children, B’nai Mitzvahs, Families,
Parties, Promotions & Weddings.

Meryl Alcahes Photography

T 206-795-5567

5 meryl@MerylAlcabes.com

B www.MerylAlcabes.com

“Best Event Photographer” — JTNews
2013 Reader Survey

« Gifted photographer

* Inspired event images

« Elegant, documentary style

* Colorful and expressive portraits

« Creative, enthusiastic, fun

* Years of experience

* Rapport with people

« Competitive pricing

* Call or e-mail Meryl for more information

Radman Photography

Eric Radman

@ 206-275-0553

“B www.radmanphotography.com
Creative and beautiful photography at
affordable prices. Bar/Bat Mitzvah,
families, children, special occasions.

Senior Services

Jewish Family Service

T 206-461-3240

“B www.jfsseattle.org

Comprehensive geriatric care manage-
ment and support services for seniors
and their families. Expertise with in-home
assessments, residential placement, fam-
ily dynamics and on-going case manage-
ment. Jewish knowledge and sensitivity.

The Summit at First Hill

Retirement Living at its Best!

T 206-652-4444

“B www.summitatfirsthill.org

The only Jewish retirement community
in Washington State. Featuring gourmet
kosher dining, spacious, light-filled
apartments and life-enriching social,
educational and wellness activities.
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of Germany to Washington, will speak about her
experiences growing up as a German citizen during
World War Il Free. At Northwest Yeshiva High
School, 5017 90th Ave. SE, Mercer Island.
5:30-8 p.m. — Pita Baking Class
Masha Shtern at 206-684-7245

Taught by chef Carrie Ancel Carrillo, learn the entire
process from flour to loaf. Ingredients provided.
Learn to make dips, like hummus, too. Bring your
own apron. Leave with your own warm bread. $25.
At Belltown Community Center, 415 Bell St., Seattle.
FRIDAY MAY

6 p.m. — Junior NCSY Shabbaton

Ari Hoffman at 206-295-5888 or
thehoffather@gmail.com

Weekend of friends food surprise activities and
giveaways. For grades 5-8.

9:30 a.m. — Graduate Feliows Symposium
Lauren Spokane at 206-543-0138 or
laurenjs@uw.edu

Graduate fellows symposium. At the University of
Washington, Seattle.

SUNDAY MAY

9:15 a.m.—1 p.m. — HNT Day of Service
Rebecca Levy at 206-232-8555 ext. 207 or
rebecca@h-nt.org

Herzl-Ner Tamid’s biggest opportunity of the year
to give back and provide needed services in the
greater Seattle community. Come share HNT'’s
passion for community outreach and tikkun olam!
Non-members welcome to join. Free. At Herzl-Ner
Tamid, 3700 E Mercer Way, Mercer Island.

5 p.m. — Twelfth New York Deli Nightand
Comedy Showcase

Charlene at cpolyansky@tdhs-nw.org
Fun(d)-raising evening of deli food straight from

April 25, 2014

New York, comedy from comic Dan Naturman, and
a feeling of community. $125-$375 per person. At
Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 1441 16th Ave., Seattle,
4 p.m, — SJFF Jewish Touch Series: Ani-
mating Jewish Life

Kim Lawson at 206-388-0823 or
klawson@sjcc.org

A'look at the ways in which Jewish life and culture
are portrayed in animation. Journalist Mark Pinsky
of the Orlando Sentinel discusses the funny and
the serious ways animation from Disney movies to
“The Simpsons” showcase Jewish faith customs
and ethnicity. SUCC member $8/guests $12. At the
Stroum JCC, 3801 E Mercer Way, Mercer Island.
MONDAY MAY

6:30-8 p.m. — Community Yom Ha’atzmaut
Celebration

Temple B’nai Torah at 425-603-9677 or
rsvp@templebnaitorah.org or templebnaitorah.org
Celebrate Israel's Independence Day with an
evening of song, crafts, Israeli dance, a photo
booth, and Israeli food available for purchase.
Co-sponsored by Temple B'nai Torah, the Jewish
Federation of Greater Seattle, and the Stroum JCC.
RSVP by April 28. Free. At Temple B’nai Torah,
15727 NE Fourth St., Bellevue.

7-9 p.m. — Aging Transitions for Today’s
Men: Isolation vs. Connection

Temple B’nai Torah supported by JFS at
425-890-8685

The aging process presents losses, change, and
challenges. This workshop will give men the
opportunity to reflect and chart their journey home
to a more authentic self. Free to first 10 men. At
2430 76th Ave. SE, Mercer Island.

7:30-9 p.m. — Jewish Genealogical Society
Meeting

Elise Morse at elmgene@comcast.net
Arthur  “Art”  Benveniste will speak about

Iberia’s Crypto Jews — those from modern-day
Spain, Portugal, Andorra, Southwest France,
and Gibraltar — who were forced to convert
to Christianity, but continued to practice their
ancestral religion in secret, and are only now
returning to their Judaism. Doors open at 6:30
p.m. with free access to the center’s databases
and library. Free. At the Factoria LDS church,
4200 124th Ave. SE, Bellevue.

TUESDAY MAY

7-8:30 p.m. — Yom Ha’atzmaut Party

% Congregation Beth Shalom at 206-524-
0075 or naomikramer@bethshalomseattle.org
or www.bethshalomseattle.org

Join Beth Shalom for an Israeli celebration with
falafel, singing, dancing, and lots of fun. Bring
photos and stories of your trips to Israel. All ages
welcome. At Congregation Beth Shalom, 6800
35th Ave. NE, Seattle.

WEDNESDAY MAY

12-1:30 p.m. — Israel Current Events

7 Shelly Goldman at 425-603-9677 or
sgoldman@a.templebnaitorah.org

Come explore the facts, consider different views,
and express your own opinions in an informal and
safe environment. Led by Nevet Basker. Event
repeats on Thursday at 7 p.m. $5. At Temple B’nai
Torah, 15727 NE Fourth St., Bellevue.

7-9:30 p.m. — What's Jewish about a Jewish
State? A Conversation about Contemporary
Israel

7 Congregation Beth Shalom at 206-524-
0075 or naomikramer@bethshalomseattle.org
or www.bethshalomseattle.org

Join Beth Shalom and the New Israel Fund for a
facilitated and participant-driven dialogue exploring
the complicated (and often conflicted) nature of our
values and views. Advance registration required.

$5 members/$10 non-members. At Congregation
Beth Shalom, 6800 35th Ave. NE, Seattle.
THURSDAY MAY

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. — 12th Annual JFS Com-
munity of Caring Luncheon

Leslie Suguira at 206-861-3151 or
Isugiura@jfsseattle.org

The Jewish Family Service benefit luncheon grows
each year featuring speakers like Howard Schultz
and raises over $1 million to support its programs
and clients. $150 suggested donation. At the
Sheraton Hotel, 1400 Sixth Ave., Seattle.
SATURDAY MAY

5 p.m. — Extraordinary Night for Extraordi-
nary Teens

Andrea Selix at 206-388-0821 or
AndreaS@sijcc.org

Activity night for teens with special needs. Arts
and crafts, a gym obstacle course, and a pool
party. Adults take a break while staff leads
activities. For ages 12-18. Free. At the Stroum
JCC, 3801 E Mercer Way, Mercer Island.
MONDAY MAY

8-9 p.m. — Book Launch: ‘Forty Years in the
Wilderness: My Journey to Authentic Living’
Congregation Beth Shalom at 206-524-
0075 or naomikramer@bethshalomseattle.org
or www.bethshalomseattle.org

Longtime Beth Shalom member Yiscah Smith,
who recently returned to Israel, comes back to
Seattle to launch her whirlwind book tour at Beth
Shalom. This is the story of a man who faces
his truth, embraces the woman she was meant
to be, and returns to her faith with wholeness
and authenticity. Also appearing on Shabbat
afternoon, May 17. Free. At Congregation Beth
Shalom, 6800 35th Ave. NE, Seattle.
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CEMETERY GAN SHALOM

A Jewish cemetery that meets the needs of
the greater Seattle Jewish community.
Zero interest payments available.

For information, call Temple Beth Am at
206-525-0915.

TEMPLE BETH OR CEMETERY
Beautiful location near Snohomish.

Serving the burial needs of Reform Jews and
their families. For information, please call
(425) 259-7125.

s ™

Be our friend.

Lé&mme Seattle
k=l Handyman Pros

Over 20 years experience

Full Spectrum of Services

Home projects & repair
Painting: Interior & exterior
Carpentry

Remodeling

and so much more...

u
[ ] [ ]
. $S20 OFF .
H ANY SERVICE H
L} With coupon. Offers not to be combined. L
H Expires 4-25-14. H
AEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEENIS

$100 OFF .
LARGER PROJECTS :

Call for details! [

With coupon. Offers not to be combined. :
]

| |

Expires 4-25-14.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

Call Anytime!
(206) 858-8343

www.seattlehandymanpros.com
Licensed ® Bonded ® Insured

BELLEVUE ADULT
HOME CARE

Quiet Bellevue location, 20 yrs exp.
Reliable, honest and affordable.

RN on staff, 24-hr quality personal care;
special skilled nursing care; assist daily
activities, medications, dementia,
Alzheimers, stroke, hospice, etc.
Home includes a happy 103 yr old resident!

Call Jean Boldor
425-643-4669 ¢ 206-790-7009

www.bellevueadulthomecare.com

NURSE,
CNA LICENSED

Home healthcare with over 15 years
experience. Great references.
Compassionate, caring, kind and loving.
Will travel with client.

Call Carolyn at
206-271-5820

CLEANING SERVICES

Gift
Certificate
Available!

-YENTR

A HOUSECLEANING SERVICE
Seattle Eastside
206/325-8902 425/454-1512

www.renta-yenta.com

+ LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED
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been in business together my whole life,”
he says. “My dad’s been a mentor and a
coach,” and they try “to come up with
different ideas all the time.”

Michael taught Marcus that a good
product requires a need. And Marcus may
have made that connection with Brain
Bands.

A set of five different-colored wrist
bands on a clip, Marcus created the prod-
uct to help elementary and middle school
students remember homework assign-
ments. It came from his observation that
even good students forget their home-
work.

“It wasn’t all of [it] or because they were
bad students,” he says, adding that com-
puter or phone calendars didn’t help as
much as a physical reminder on the wrist.

The bands clip to a backpack and with
each class assignment the student slips
a band on his or her wrist. Michael calls
it “old school...like tying a string around
your finger.” Launching in August, and
marketed to students, they’ve found that
adults and seniors citizens are interested in
the product as well.

Taking an idea from concept to prod-
uct is complex. The item and market must
be imagined, and a prototype designed,
including packaging. There are meetings
with manufacturers and the all-important

name selection. Prototypes are made and
tested and Marcus’ mom Dawn and sister
Carly “were instrumental in testing and
trying out this product.”

It really helps to get a major retailer on
board early, and Michael made Marcus
make those pitches. It was “nerve wrack-
ing,” says Marcus, but he found all his
school presentations provided training.
They were fortunate to get Kmart involved.

Brain Bands won’t solve everyone’s
homework problems. “It’s still a tool,”
Mike says, that requires “an agreement
between the kids and parents.”

“Our target audience are [students]
who want to get better grades...and relieve
the stress of time management,” adds
Marcus.

Short Takes: Okay, get out your

rabbinical scorecard and add this.

Temple B’nai Torah has appointed
Rabbi David Lipper, D.D., as interim
rabbi for the coming year, starting July 1.
(I thought the Talmud required rabbis to
take July off?) Lipper will “maintain the
normal rhythm of congregational life,”
and help TBT in hiring a permanent senior
rabbi. Also, Aberdeen native Oscar Rosen-
krantz, who at age 13 was operating his
father’s factory’s 35-ton crane, will be hon-
ored this Saturday as the Grays Harbor’s
Polson Museum’s “Pioneer of the Year.”
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2-for-1

“Hostess with the
Mostest” Cards

Express yourself with our special
“Tribute Cards” and help fund

JFS programs at the same time...
meeting the needs of friends,

family and loved ones here at home.
Call Irene at (206) 861-3150 or,

on the web, click on “Donations”

at www.jfsseattle.org. It’s a 2-for-1
that says it all.
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Death
Sadie Alexander
September 13, 1913-April 4, 2014

Sadie Alexander was born in Newark on
September 13, 1913 and died April 4, 2014 in
Seattle. She was the youngest of the four
children of Fradel and Elazar Levy, trilingual
immigrants who spoke Polish, Yiddish, and then
English. In 1934 Sadie married Harry Alexander,
a shoe worker. In the "50s they operated a
candy store, and Sadie became its accountant,
tax manager, and paramedic. A graduate of
Erasmus High School at a time when American
high school graduates were educated people,
she would instruct her three sons (Edward,
Arthur, and Morton) in the refinements of
English grammar while washing the dishes. She also put her children in touch with a time when
American Jews still had a culture and inner world of their own. After her husband’s death she
moved to Seattle in 1999, and in 2007 to the Kline Galland Home, where she was frequently
visited by her Seattle family: Edward, his wife Leah, grandchildren Rebecca and David, and
great-grandson Philip. Rebecca remembers her grandmother in the following prose poem:

Sadie Alexander z”I:

My grandmother,/who had two birthdates/who was wry, kind, critical, clever, and a great
teller of stories/who cared for me and my brother when our parents were traveling/who was an
expert on swimming but could not swim/who took me all over New York City/who endured a
film about Edie Sedgwick because | wanted to see it/who encouraged me to watch Soul Train
so | could learn the latest dances/and study up on “what the girls are wearing”/who escorted
me on the subway from Forest Hills, Queens to Myrtle Avenue, Brooklyn/when | started
graduate school/and always sent me home with food/who was not known for her fine cooking
or copperplate script/but who could sew anything, blow the shofar, and recite “Charge of the
Light Brigade”/from memory even into her 90s,/will always be with me.

Sadie’s family and friends are invited to remember her on April 27 at 2 p.m. in the Kline
Galland Day Center.
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How do | submit a Lifecycle announcement?

E-mail to: lifecycles@jtnews.net Phone 206-441-4553 for assistance.
Submissions for the May 9, 2014 issue are due by April 29.

You may download lifecycles forms at http://jewishsound.org/lifecycles-forms/.
Please submit images in jpg format, 400 KB or larger. Thank you!

TOOLS TO
ENHANCE
A POSITIVE
LIFESTYLE

Findings from research
in Positive Psychology and
neuroscience demonstrate

that positivity, gratitude

and kindmess are good for

our health and well-being.
We will learn some of
the tips and tools that
can be shown to help us
feel hopeful, happy
and content.

THE SUMMIT
AT FIRST HILL
PRESENTS

FRIDAY, MAY 9 - 10:30 AM - NOON

PLEASE JOIN US
FOR AN EDUCATIONAL AND INSPIRATIONAL BRUNCH
AS WE EXCHANGE IDEAS AND
HEAR VALUABLE INFORMATION FROM OUR SPEAKER,
REBECCA CRICHTON.

Rebecca Crichton, Executive Director of Northwest Center for Creative
Aging (NWCCA), has facilitated groups and workshops related to
Positive Psychology and Creative Aging for many venues in
the Seattle area. She has a Master's degree in Child Development and
Organizational Development and is a certified coach. She retired after
21 years as a writer, facilitator and curriculum designer for Boeing.
Heading up NWCCA is her “Encore” career.

Seating is limited, so please respond as soon as possible to reserve your seat.
Call or email Leta: 206-456-9715 or letam@summitatfirsthill.org

o
‘& A
THE SUMMIT

1200 University Street, Seattle, WA 98101
www.summitatfirsthill.org
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This spring, Music of Remembrance has a ticket to ride

PETER KLEIN Special to JTNews

Music of Remembrance’s spring con-
cert has something for movie buffs,
Klezmer fans, and classical audiences
alike: The program includes a showing of
the 1918 German silent film “The Yellow
Ticket,” with a new score composed by
Klezmer superstar violinist Alicia Svigals.

In addition, two contrasting compo-
sitions by Lori Laitman will receive their
world premieres and a pre-WWII string
trio by Czech composer Bohuslav Martint
round out the May 12 program.

“The Yellow Ticket” was filmed partly
in German-occupied Warsaw in the final
year of the First World War. It has an
interesting (and in hindsight, ironic) pro-
paganda angle — it’s an early German film
that portrays its Jewish characters sympa-
thetically, and depicts the anti-Semitism
of czarist Russia as cruel and backward.

The film stars Polish actress Pola Negri,
who subsequently made her name in Hol-
lywood portraying exotic vamps and
femme fatales. In “The Yellow Ticket,” she
plays a very different role as the sensitive,
studious and determined Lea.

Lea is a Jewish girl who dreams of
studying medicine in St. Petersburg. Most
Jews were confined to an area known as
the Pale of Settlement, and barred from
major cities. One way around this was to

Above, violinist and composer Alicia Svigals, who wrote a new Klezmer-style

score for the silent film “The Yellow Ticket.”

Atright, pianist Marilyn Lerner, who will perform at the Music of Remembrance

concert on May 12.

possess a yellow passport — the “Yellow
Ticket” of the title — that identified the
holder as a prostitute (prostitution was
legal in pre-revolutionary Russia). Lea
manages to obtain such a document. She
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Music of Remembrance’s “The Yellow
Ticket” takes place Mon., May 12 at 7:30 p.m.
at Benaroya Hall, 200 University Ave.,
Seattle. Tickets cost $40 and are available
at www.musicofremembrance.org.

travels to St. Petersburg and falls into a
double life — medical student by day,
brothel resident by night, all the while
hiding her Jewish identity.

The film’s unstaged exterior shots show
ordinary life in Warsaw’s Jewish district of
Nalewki.

“It’s like photos of my great-grandpar-
ents come to life,” says Svigals. She is a
classically trained violinist who also stud-
ied with Klezmer violinist Leon Schwarz
and was a founding member of “The Klez-
matics.”

Svigals’ style is partly a recreation of
old techniques, and partly her own inven-
tion, informed by folk styles of Eastern
Europe, the Mediterranean and North
Africa, even a bit of Bartok and Bloch. For
over a year, Svigals and pianist Marilyn
Lerner have toured North America with
“The Yellow Ticket” under the auspices of
the Foundation for Jewish Culture. While
the tunes and harmonies are written out,
there is also room for improvisation in the
details. For the Seattle performance, MOR
commissioned Svigals to add a clarinet
part for Seattle luminary Laura DeLuca.

Lori Laitman is one of America’s lead-
ing composers of art songs, with over
250 songs and three operas to her credit.
This concert marks her third commission
for Music of Remembrance, the Seattle-
based organization that performs music
of Holocaust composers and commissions
new works on Holocaust themes.

Laitman’s two vocal compositions on
the program are very different, and yet
related. The texts are by Paul Celan, a sur-
vivor who became one of the leading lit-
erary voices out of the Holocaust, and
his younger cousin Selma Meerbaum-
Eisinger, who perished in a forced labor
camp at age 18. Both were German-speak-
ing Jews from a part of then-Romania that

COURTESY MOR

is now part of the Ukraine. MOR artistic
director Mina Miller has long wished to
present settings of Celan and Meerbaum-
Eisinger’s poetry together.

During the last three years of her life,
Meerbaum-Eisinger produced a hand-
written notebook of 57 poems titled “Har-
vest of Blossoms.” The manuscript passed
through several hands during the war,
and was eventually rediscovered and pub-
lished.

For “In Sleep the World is Yours,” Lait-
man has set three of Meerbaum-Eisinger’s
poems for soprano, piano and oboe, the
latter evoking the young poet’s sensitive
character and appreciation of nature. In
the first poem, “Lullaby,” she wrote: Close
your eyes and fall asleep, / listen, the forest
is rustling. / In sleep there is no hate and no
scorn, / and in sleep you are not cold.

The poems follow an emotional arc
from hope to the assertion of an inner life,
and finally to sadness and resignation.

Celan’s “Todesfuge” (Death Fugue) is
one of the earliest published Holocaust
poems, and still one of the most powerful.
Celan writes of drinking “the black milk
of daybreak,” that “Death is a master from
Germany” who makes his Jews “shovel a
grave in the air where you won'’t lie too
cramped.” He alludes to “Faust,” contrast-
ing the golden hair of Margarete with the
ashen hair of a doomed Jewish woman.

Celan constructed his poem like a
musical fugue, with darkly imaged phrases
that he repeats, reorders and recom-
bines. Laitman’s setting is scored for
cello and voice, with tonal word-painting
and a musical structure that mirrors the
poem’s. Laitman composed the original
German version in 2010 for Austrian bari-
tone Wolfgang Holzmair. The MOR per-
formance is the premiere of the slightly
revised English version.



