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Aug 7–24 Buy tickets today or 
see it with an ACTPass!
(206) 292-7676 acttheatre.org•

“Artful”  
—New York Times

“Brilliant”  

—The Today Show
“Uncanny” 

 —Vogue

Unusual careers
Diana Brement JTNews Columnist

1 What’s a nice Jewish 
girl doing in a place like 
Pakistan?

If you’re Edmonds native 
Margaret O’Connor, you 
are working with the Ful-
bright program as an “aca-
demic exchange specialist 
in the South and Central 
Asia branch for the office 
of academic exchanges in 
the bureau of education and 
cultural affairs at the U.S. 
Department of State.” (There 
goes my word count.)

Interested in international 
relations and foreign policy, Margaret 
majored in poli-sci and Jewish studies at 
Indiana University. The Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict was at the root of her interest. She 
was “really intrigued by how those nego-
tiations happen and how policy decisions 
are made,” she says. (We had our inter-
view very early in the current conflict.) She 
was also inspired by her mother’s family, 
refugees from Nazi Germany. 

After college, Margaret volunteered 
with Avodah, a service corps based in 
Washington, D.C., where she now lives. 
She also returned to Israel to study at the 
Arava Institute for Environmental Stud-
ies, where Israelis and Palestinians work 
side by side. 

“I find grassroots peace very impor-

tant,” she says, and wanted 
to link that to her interest in 
policy.

She went to Johns Hop-
kins for a master’s in conflict 
management and interna-
tional economics, focusing 
on “what brings people to the 
table instead of fighting.” The 
Fulbright program “really 
aligned with my values [and] 
provides tangible benefits for 
people,” she says.

The program arranges 
international student and 
teacher exchanges with U.S. 

citizens, and brings overseas students to 
study in the U.S., particularly in gradu-
ate schools. 

Margaret first worked in Afghani-
stan and says “there’s a real need to pro-
vide quality education” for the people of 
both countries. Currently, the U.S. sends 
very few students to Pakistan because of 
safety concerns, but Pakistanis make up 
the organization’s largest group of stu-
dents coming here. Recruiting women is 
an important part of her job, which comes 
with its own set of challenges, she says.

Traveling to Pakistan about once a year, 
she works closely with local partners to 
recruit participants and run pre-departure 
orientations to prepare them for travel and 
“what culture shock really means.” 

Margaret calls the Fulbright program 
“a really important way for the U.S. gov-
ernment to engage,” a “big part of public 
diplomacy” that builds good will and 
mutual understanding.

Security is always an issue in Pakistan. 
“There are a lot of places that, as a for-
eigner, I can’t go,” she says. She does not 
wear a headscarf, although she brings one 
with her, and doesn’t discuss her religion.

Margaret grew up at Seattle’s Temple 
Beth Am and graduated from Edmonds-
Woodway High School. She is a triathlete 
and met her husband, Christian Rich-
ards, at a running store in D.C. 

“He asked me to go on a bike ride and 
then insisted we get bagels,” she says.

2 Mary Lynne and Marvin Reiner 
were at a family camp at Seabeck 
when I called. It was just after 

dinner and they were nice enough to take 
time to talk to me. They’ve been attend-
ing this camp with their four children, 14 
grandchildren and now one great-grand-
child, for many years.

Marv grew up in Aberdeen, where his 
mother and father, a watchmaker, had 
moved during the 1920s. With the Depres-
sion, he opened a general store which 
Marv turned into a sporting goods busi-
ness. (He had a Honda motorcycle deal-
ership, too.) 

In the 1970s the couple bought some 

land near Olympia for reforestation. From 
the act of planting trees came the idea of a 
Christmas tree farm, and Marv launched 
another business, one that is still going 
strong as he moves into his ninth decade. 

“It’s been good exercise for me...I enjoy 
getting out,” he says. He also enjoys the 
quiet. “The trees don’t talk back.”

It takes seven to 10 years for a tree 
to mature, so the business didn’t start 
overnight. Once they began selling, they 
“found they had a commercially viable 
corner for you-cut trees.” 

Marv retired from the Aberdeen store 
in the ’90s, turning it over to his son. The 
couple had moved to Olympia around 
the time they opened the farm, becom-
ing active at Temple Beth Hatfiloh. Before 
moving, they were also active at Temple 
Beth Israel in Aberdeen, where Marvin 
served as president for 10 years.

At Black Lake Trees, “you cut or we 
assist,” says Marvin, who enjoys inter-
acting with customers. Folks are “happy 
when they’re out buying trees,” he says. 
“They smile, they bring the kids.” 

Even without a gift shop or horse rides, 
they continue to be popular. 

“We’re down to third-generation cus-
tomers,” Marvin says, calling it “a labor of 
love” and “not a way to get rich.”

M.O.T.
Member of  
the Tribe

Courtest margaret o’connor

Margaret O’Connor with her husband Christian 
Richards.
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Coming up
August 22

■■ Make Yom Kippur a U.N. holiday
In May, Israel launched a campaign to make Yom Kippur a U.N. holiday by 2015, and 

it just might get its wish. Thirty-two countries recently wrote to a United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly committee asking the U.N. to recognize Judaism’s holiest day. The letter 
notes that the U.N. “recognizes the major festivals of many of the world’s main religions, 
yet Judaism is not represented.” The petition now rests with the General Assembly’s 193 
member states, which will make a final decision by October.

Source: ABC News

■■ What about the animals?
During the Israel-Hamas conflict, five dogs from the IDF’s “Oketz” canine unit were 

killed, and many dogs are suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. Hundreds of 
animals in Gaza have run away or died, not to mention a donkey that Hamas militants 
strapped with explosives. However, a long-eared owl injured by mortar shrapnel in Gaza 
was rescued by a veterinary student at a kibbutz near the Gaza border.

Sources: Haaretz, Times of Israel

■■ Indiegogo and the Temple Institute
The Jerusalem-based Temple Institute launched an Indiegogo campaign on July 27 to 

build the third Temple by crowdfunding $100,000 by Rosh Hashanah.
The temple would stand in the present location of the Dome of the Rock, a Muslim 

shrine. This will be done with “the acquiescence of the Moslem world,” and Muslim struc-
tures will be disassembled and reassembled elsewhere.

The campaign has raised more than $15,000. 
Source: Israel National News

■■ Europe vs. America
From Antwerp to London to Berlin, the majority of Europeans view Israel as the aggres-

sor in the Gaza conflict while Americans overwhelmingly empathize with Israelis more 
than with Palestinians. The New York Times’ Roger Cohen notes that Americans — war-
weary themselves — by and large continue to support Israel’s right to defend itself against 
Hamas; however, younger Americans are becoming less supportive of Israel’s actions.

Source: The New York Times
— Boris Kurbanov

Editor’s Note: In the shadow of the now-ended war in Gaza, we have created two spe-
cial sections: One that focuses on solidarity with Israel, and another that centers upon the 
growing problem of anti-Semitism in Europe. We hope the multiple articles on both sub-
jects give you insight into what’s happening overseas.

Rabbi’s Turn	 5
Rabbi Berele Paltiel of Chabad of Snohomish County writes about how as the nights begin to grow 
longer, so should our engagement in Torah study.

The increase of Anti-Semitism in Europe
The safety of Turkey’s Jews, Part I	 5
Au revoir, France	 6
The issue comes before the Senate	 7
The safety of Turkey’s Jews, Part II	 8
Europe’s government must stand up	 9

Solidarity with Israel
How the parents of our local lone IDF soldiers are doing	 11
Our multiple Israel solidarity rallies	 12
Kshama Sawant’s letter to the president	 14
Why one family made aliyah	 15

Following in her father’s footsteps	 16
Rivy Poupko Kletenik, our columnist and Seattle Hebrew Academy’s head of school, went with her 
daughter to Russia and Belarus to trace her family’s history. What they found both saddened and 
heartened them.

The Federation vs. the NRA	 18
Following comments made by the National Rifle Association’s local spokesman about Jews and guns, 
the Jewish Federation asked for his resignation.

Northwest Jewish Seniors
Minding the store	 21
A must-read	 22

MORE
Letters	 5
Israel: To Your Health: The blood-brain barrier	 10
The Arts	 19
Lifecycles	 23
The Shouk Classifieds	 20

Back to School



For a complete listing of events, or to add your event 
to the JTNews calendar, visit jewishsound/calendar. 
Calendar events must be submitted no later than  
10 days before publication.

the calendar
to Jewish Washington @jewishcal

4	comm unity calendar 	 JTNews n  www.jewishsound.org  n  friday, august 8, 2014

#JFSsort • jfsseattle.org

Candlelighting times
August 8...............................8:13 p.m.
August 15............................ 8:02 p.m.
August 22............................ 7:49 p.m.
August 29............................ 7:36 p.m.

Friday 8 August
11:15 a.m.–12 p.m. — Tots Welcoming Shabbat 



 Irit Eliav Levin at 425-603-9677, ext. 209 or 
ILevin@templebnaitorah.org or 
www.templebnaitorah.org/SECC
Singing, prayer, challah and grape juice for children 
5 and under, led by Cantor David Serkin-Poole and 
Chava Mirel. Every Friday. Free. At Temple B’nai 
Torah, 15727 NE Fourth St., Bellevue.

Saturday 9 August
4–8 p.m. — Havdallah BBQ



 Congregation Kol Ami at 425-844-1604 or 
admin@kolaminw.org or www.kolaminw.org
Meet new rabbi Yohanna Kinberg and members 
of the friendly community. Contact the temple 
for more information and address. Free. At a 
member’s home, Woodinville.

Sunday 10 August
8–10:30 p.m. — Outdoor Movie: “Frozen”



 Stroum Jewish Community Center at 206-
232-7115 or saraht@sjcc.org or www.sjcc.org
Movie night in the Kesher Community Garden. 
S’mores at 8 p.m., movie starts approximately at 
8:30 p.m. Free. At the Stroum JCC, 3801 E Mercer 
Way, Mercer Island.

Tuesday 12 August
7:15–9 p.m. — Religious School Curriculum 
Night at Congregation Kol Ami



 Congregation Kol Ami at 425-844-1604 or 
admin@kolaminw.org or www.kolaminw.org
Rita Izhaky, religious school director, and Rabbi 
Yohanna Kinberg will answer all of your questions. 
Free. At Congregation Kol Ami, 16530 Avondale 
Rd. NE, Woodinville.

Thursday 14 August
10–11 a.m. — PJ Library Neighborhood Song 
and Story Time at Temple Beth Am



 Alexis Kort at 206-525-0915 or alexis@
templebetham.org or www.templebetham.org/
community/families
Jewish songs and stories with Betsy Dischel 
from PJ Library for toddlers and preschoolers and 
their favorite grown-ups. With snacks and an art 
project. Free. At Temple Beth Am, 2632 NE 80th 
St., Seattle.

Saturday 16 August
10–11:30 a.m. — Family Shabbat Morning



 Kate Speizer at 206-384-6020 or 
kspeizer@tdhs-nw.org or www.tdhs-nw.org/
index.php/learning/early-childhood-education/
kiddish-club
Short and interactive Shabbat morning service 
with Kiddush, challah, snacks, play and crafts led 
by Rabbi Kate Speizer for children 5 and under. 
Every third Saturday of the month and always 
free. No membership or experience required. 
At Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 1441 16th Ave., Seattle.

Sunday 17 August
1–3 p.m. — BCMH Camps End of
Summer Bash



 Julie Greene, BCMH Program Director at 
206-721-0970 or juliebcmhseattle@gmail.com 
BCMH youth programs and camps Yavneh Kitan, 
Yavneh and Gan Shalom host a Kid Fun Fest to 
celebrate the end of summer. Moon bounce, 
gaming truck, an activity with Cub Scouts 
Troop 613, and BBQ. Open to all kids in the 
Seattle Jewish Community. $10. At Bikur Cholim 
Machzikay Hadath, 5145 S Morgan Street.
3–5 p.m. — Film and Panel: “A Place At 
The Table”



 Stroum Jewish Community Center at 206-
232-7115 or saraht@sjcc.org or www.sjcc.org
Documentary film “A Place at the Table” shows 
how the issue of hunger could be solved forever, 
once the American public decides that ending 
hunger is in its best interest. Panel discussion to 
follow. Doors open at 2:30. Suggested donation 
$5; reserve free tickets online. At the Stroum JCC, 
3801 E Mercer Way, Mercer Island.

Tuesday 19 August
9 a.m.–3 p.m. — Hebrew Hoops
Basketball Camp



 Samuel Fein at 206-856-2528 or 
Sam.Fein@HebrewHoops.org or 
www.HebrewHoops.org
Hebrew Hoops combines high level basketball 
skill instruction with a Jewish curriculum that 
steers Jewish youth toward a lifelong connection 
to the Jewish community. Grades 4-9. $200. At 
the Jewish Day School of Metropolitan Seattle, 
15749 NE Fourth St., Bellevue.

Thursday 21 August
Sage-ing International Conference



 Carol Scott-Kassner at or carolkassner@
comcast.net 
“Gifting the World as We Age.” Presentations 
focus on aging in a holistic manner in mind, body 
and spirit. View entire schedule online. At Seattle 
University, Seattle.
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“Anti-Semitism, Islamophobia and all bias-motivated speech have no place in our political discourse.” 
— Keith Dvorchik, president and CEO of the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle, on anti-Semitic speech that has been seeping into signs protesting the recent war in Gaza.

As night falls, Torah 
illuminates us
Rabbi Berele Paltiel Chabad of Snohomish County

Just over two years ago, my wife Goldie 
and I with our two little girls moved from 
New York City to Edmonds, Wash. to run 
the Chabad of Snohomish County. It has 
been an exciting two years, meeting many 
wonderful people while learning to adjust 
to the Pacific Northwest. One lesson we 
learned early on was that outside the city 
that never sleeps, most people have a bed-
time. 

And they should. Sleep is crucial to 
our health and well-being, which as  Mai-
monides famously writes, is “integral to 
Divine service.”

That being said, there is an interesting 
Talmud regarding nighttime and the cur-
rent month of Av. The Talmud in trac-
tate Taanis (31a) teaches that beginning on 
the 15th of Av, one should increase in the 
study of Torah, since at this time of the year 
the nights begin to grow longer and “the 
night was created for study.” Maimonides 
(Talmud Torah) explains that although 
the mitzvah is to learn Torah both day and 
night, the bulk of one’s wisdom is acquired 
at night.

Perhaps the most radical reference in 
this regard is the Talmud in tractate Eruvin 
(65b) where the Talmud proclaims that 
night was “created solely for Torah study.”

What is clear is that night has a unique 
relationship with Torah study. So much so, 
that according to the Talmud in Eruvin, if 
not for Torah, there would be no need for 
night! With the autumn on the horizon, the 
rabbis saw the added hours of darkness as 
an opportunity for additional Torah study. 

The question that begs to be asked, then, 
is what is the unique characteristic of night 
that makes it the ideal time for Torah? 
Wouldn’t morning, with its bright and 
beautiful sunshine, be a better fit for Torah 
study? After all, does it not say in Proverbs 
(6:23) “For the commandment is a candle, 
and the Torah is light”? The Talmud seems 
to get excited with a few additional hours 
of darkness. Is it not easier, perhaps even 

more appropriate, to study Torah during 
the day?

There are many scholarly answers given 
to the above question. Allow me to share 
with you a thought that is uniquely rele-
vant today.

What is Torah? 
“If someone tells you there is wisdom 

among other peoples, believe him… If 
someone tells you there is Torah among 
other peoples, do not believe him” (Eichah 
Rabbah 2:13). Torah, it seems, is distinct 
from what we generally call wisdom. Our 
sages go so far as to say that Torah precedes 
all existence (Pesachim 54a), that it con-
tains the blueprint for the cosmos (Jeru-
salem Talmud, Berachot 9a), and that the 
very existence of the cosmos is contingent 
upon Torah.

Torah is not simply a brilliant ancient 
text. Torah is God’s wisdom and is the 
bond that unites the created with the Cre-
ator. When you study Torah, you rise 
above, you connect, and you illuminate 
yourself and the world around you. When 
you immerse yourself in Torah, your goal 
is not simply to amass information, but to 
gain a sense of how the Creator of the uni-
verse relates to His creations. Torah lets you 
tap into God’s “way of thinking” and imbue 
its message in your life and environment.

This helps us understand what the 
Talmud means when it says, “I created an 
evil inclination, and created the Torah as 
a spice to it” (Kiddushin 30b). We struggle 
with darkness, internal or external, whether 
it’s dealing with​ the yetzer hara — evil incli-
nation — which tries to pull us down and 
depress us, or a polluted environment of 
a world seemingly gone mad. For this, the 
Talmud says, God gave us a unique gift, 
a piece of divinity, a gift which allows us 
to connect and put on His glasses, to live 
within but stay above. 

So when the sages of the Talmud saw 
increased darkness, in times of old and 
new, when dealing with ancient Rome, 

Erdogan’s ‘reassuring’ words to Turkey’s Jews are anything but
ABRAHAM FOXMAN Special to JTNews

When it comes to the safety of the 
Jewish community in Turkey, Prime Min-
ister Recep Tayyip Erdogan seems to think 
he can have it both ways.

On one hand, he makes clear that the 
Jewish community should feel safe in their 
own country as passions have erupted into 
street demonstrations and violence over 
the Gaza conflict. 

“Jews in Turkey are our citizens,” he 

told the Turkish daily newspaper Sabah 
recently. “We are responsible for their 
security of life and property.”

On the other hand, Erdogan believes 
the Turkish Jewish community has an 
obligation to toe the government’s hostile 
line toward Israel, and has urged them to 
issue a statement condemning the Jewish 
state’s military action in Gaza.

“I talked to our Jewish citizens’ leaders 

on Thursday, and I stated that they should 
adopt a firm stance and release a state-
ment against the Israeli government. I will 
contact them again, but whether or not 
they release a statement, we will never let 
Jewish people in Turkey get hurt,” he said.

Implied in his words, and those of 
other government leaders, is that the 
Jewish community would be better off — 
and safer in their own country — if they 

condemned Israel’s actions outright.
This is where things get dicey. Asking 

the Jewish community to speak up about 
Israel reeks of anti-Semitism.

Erdogan’s recent comments about the 
Jewish community of Turkey conveyed a 
dangerous double message. First he reit-
erated the historical stance of Turkey’s 

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR: We would love to hear from you! You may submit your letters 
to editor@jtnews.net. Please limit your letters to approximately 350 words. Letters guidelines can 
be found at www.jewishsound.org/letters-guidelines. The deadline for the next issue is August 
12. Future deadlines may be found online. The opinions of our columnists and advertisers do not 
necessarily reflect the views of JTNews or the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle.

letters to the editor
The what-ifs

I find it highly offensive that the Jewish Federation demanded that an NRA lobbyist be fired 

because he voiced his opinion that Jews should be against restrictive gun laws (“On anniver-

sary of shooting, Jewish Federation tells NRA spokesman to step down,” page 18).

The idea that the Holocaust could not have been prevented if Jews had guns is mere con-

jecture. However, it was not just gun laws in Germany that mattered, but those in Poland, 

Hungary, Romania, and the other European countries in which Jews were rounded up and 

slaughtered like animals without resistance (since without weapons, any such resistance would 

have been futile).

As a Jew and a Federation member and long-time supporter of the Jewish Federation, I am 

aghast that you think we own the Holocaust. One of the major reasons we have Holocaust edu-

cation is to teach Jews and non-Jews the ramifications of this unthinkable event. That people 

may draw conclusions different from yours is to be expected and even encouraged — it is cer-

tainly no reason to demand they be fired!

Of all organizations, I would have thought that the Federation would be more tolerant of 

the views of others. I am not speaking to the merits of the current initiative, yet I think you 

would agree that if Israeli Jews did not have guns we would be experiencing another Holo-

caust right now.

Since Federation is the “umbrella organization” or “big tent” of Jews in the Seattle region, 

I would greatly appreciate it if you did not speak for me and my fellow Jews on this topic — or 

any other, in advocating for the suppression of those views that differ from your own individ-

ual outlook.

Cliff Godwin, Seattle

We must stand together

I am writing about my dismay over the fact that recently there were two separate solidarity 

events for Israel; the first taking place in Pioneer Square and the second at Congregation Beth 

Shalom. One was co-sponsored by the Orthodox congregations and the other co-sponsored 

by the Conservative, Reform and other congregations. On its face, the separation by levels of 

observance implies that the community is divisive.

I understand that there was a mix of timing issues with a bit of politics that resulted in two 

events instead of one. Without going into the details as to how this came about or placing 

blame, as a member of our larger Seattle community, I am truly disappointed.

Although I am a member of an Orthodox congregation, I feel that we are all Jews and need 

to symbolically and literally stand together on such issues. If there is one concern that virtually 

all of us can and should agree upon, it is the defense of the State of Israel and the safety of its 

citizens. For reasons that should be apparent, Seattle needs to appear unified about our soli-

darity with Israel.

I have written this letter in hopes that this letter will stir greater effort to bond our commu-

nity by having such events sponsored jointly by all of Seattle’s congregations and organizations.

Ralph Maimon, Seattle

XX Page 8

modern personal matters, or a terrorist 
organization that has no moral compass, 
they understood that in addition to doing 
everything possible to tackle the threat and 
issue at hand, the circumstance calls for 

increased Torah study. For night was “cre-
ated solely for Torah study” — night’s mis-
sion is to challenge us to illuminate the 
darkness. 
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Breathe
by Mike Selinker

© 2014 Eltana Inc.  All rights reserved. Puzzle created by Lone Shark Games, Inc.
Edited by Mike Selinker and Gaby Weidling. Crosswords of Wisdom, 1538 12th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98122

Answers on page 16

The Jerusalem Talmud notes, “As long as a man breathes he should not lose hope.” 
We get enmeshed in our daily hustle and bustle, but rarely take time to just breathe in and 
appreciate the wonder of things. In this puzzle, you’ll take ten short breaths. When you’re done, 
you can fi nally exhale.

ACROSS
1 Its motto: “Fidelity, Bravery, Integrity”
4 Buenos ___
7 One who’s busy on Apr. 15
10 “A Mighty Fortress ___ God”
12 Vault
14 Thug employed by Saruman
15 Lottery winner, perhaps
18 Greek letters
19 Bear, to Kate Winslet
20 Oldest of its island chain
21 Like some plane-launched missiles
23 Poetic contraction
25 Hawks’ division rival
28 “___ Fi”
30 Self-image
32 National stock average, for short
33 Take too far
35 Kenyan metropolis
37 “___ bleu!”
40 “Well now!”
41 Precious brick
42 Track races
43 Ford model that gave its name to an Andrew 

Dice Clay “comedy”
45 Bobby of hockey
46 Consumed
47 They may itch
51 Market values
54 Way to catch a program later
56 Religious group
57 Online announcement site
59 Debtor letters
61 In the manner of
62 1970s BBC series revived in 2010
65 African nation from 1971 to 1997
66 British rank
67 Newcomer to college, familiarly
68 Ending for harp or humor
69 ___.gov
70 Have as a broadcast site

 DOWN 
1 Prison in a Johnny Cash song
2 Nonetheless
3 Part of the eye
4 Virgin, e.g.
5 Wriggly sort
6 Virologist Jonas
7 Robert E. Howard’s barbarian
8 What explorer Meriwether Lewis called a 

“barking squirrel”
9 Part of a royal fl ush
10 Affects negatively
11 Ramada offering
13 Instrument for 16-Down
16 Actor/musician Dudley
17 European word of approval
22 Base station for Apple computers
24 Like the object of Charlie Brown’s affection
26 Prefi x denoting mechanical construction
27 M*A*S*H star Loretta
29 Christmas and New Year’s, e.g.
31 What a netminder does not want to give up
34 Whitewater need
35 Transport of 1492
36 His ___ (Michael Jordan)
37 Display
38 Dynamic opening?
39 Garage’s works
44 Series based on a DC Comics archer
46 Dancing legend
48 The Middle star Patricia
49 Parisian baked goods
50 Store in a secret location
52 Best Buy purchase
53 What a pitcher does not want to give up
55 Jimi Hendrix’s fi rst instrument
58 Jacob’s brother
60 Discriminatory
62 Israeli gun
63 AMA members
64 Broadway acronym

Au revoir, France: French 
anti-Semitism is fueling 
unprecedented emigration
DAVID CHIVO Special to JTNews

What if every family attending Bellev-
ue’s Jewish Day School hastily packed up 
and left Seattle by year’s end? Would our 
community take notice?

What if campers attending the Stroum 
Jewish Community Center’s summer pro-
grams begged their parents to stay home, 
fearing verbal and physical attacks during 
the morning commute? Would our com-
munity be worried?

What if members of our synagogues 
and patrons of Island Crust Café risked 
being severely beaten by gangs as they vis-
ited these facilities? Would our commu-
nity be concerned?

These scenarios are not unthinkable 
situations: They are being lived out by 
France’s Jewish community right now. 
In 2014, over 5,000 French Jews will be 
making aliyah, representing over 1 per-
cent of France’s Jewish population (not 
counting thousands more leaving for other 
destinations) to escape the deteriorating 
conditions facing the French Jewish com-
munity. In Seattle terms, those making 
aliyah is roughly proportional to all of 
those JDS families leaving our community.

The flight of French Jews comes against 
the backdrop of a recent ADL study about 
global anti-Semitism in which France 
ranked highest among western European 
countries (37 percent harbor anti-Semitic 
attitudes), greater than in developing 
countries such Nigeria (16 percent) and 
Kenya (35 percent) and nearly double that 
of Asia — less the Middle East — where 
the mean is 22 percent. Yet, other statis-
tics about France make the surge in anti-
Semitism even more puzzling: It is home 
to the world’s fifth largest economy and is 
the wealthiest nation in Europe.

The component ingredients fueling 
21st-century French anti-Semitism consist 
of a particularly noxious, yet contradictory 
mix. Ultra-right parties such as France’s 
National Front (which recently finished 
first in the 2014 EU elections) continu-
ally stoke anti-Jewish sentiments; unlikely 
bedfellows are ultra-left wing parties 

courting support via the Palestinian cause 
as well as radical Islam whose adherents 
have carried out dozens of violent — even 
fatal — attacks, including the 2012 shoot-
ing at a Jewish day school in Toulouse that 
left a rabbi and three children dead.

Even stranger is the poster-child of 
French anti-Semitism: The wildly pop-
ular Dieudonné, a comedian who ini-
tially achieved fame via a duo act with his 
now-estranged childhood friend, Jewish 
humorist Elie Semoun. Along with his 
anti-Semitic slurs for which he has been 
criminally convicted, Dieudonné’s infa-
mous interpretation of the Nazi salute, 
coined the “quenelle,” has gone viral 
throughout France, being gestured by 
French politicians, media figures, celebri-
ties and athletes.

In contrast, Seattle’s Jewish commu-
nity is fortunate to be situated in one of 
the most welcoming and tolerant places 
in the world. True, we must vigilantly deal 
with boycott and divestment campaigns, 
but for the most part our institutions and 
our community at large does not regularly 
encounter anti-Semitism. That said, our 
own margins of safety compel us to draw 
our attention to Jews in danger and to act 
on their behalf.

As we enjoy the splendor of life in the 
Pacific Northwest this summer, we should 
be mindful of a Jewish community not so 
unlike ours and the tremendous challenges 
it presently endures. 

Through our voices we can make 
known to the world the schande facing 
French Jewry in 2014. Through our sup-
port, we can ensure that those who migrate 
to Israel will have what they need to 
rebuild their lives. And through actions 
of our hearts, we can ensure that “never 
again” is not simply a refrain but our 
promise to take care of our Jewish brothers 
and sisters, wherever they may be.

David Chivo is the North American director of 

the Tel Aviv-based Beit Hatfutsot: The Museum 

of the Jewish People.

Wikimedia Commons

Worshippers at the Don Isaac Abravanel synagogue in Paris were trapped inside as anti-
Jewish rioters attacked the building with chairs and bats on July 13. 
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Jewish leaders, Democratic 
senators meet about 
European anti-Semitism
RON KAMPEAS JTA World News Service

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Talk at the 
annual meeting between Democratic sen-
ators and Jewish groups kept coming back 
to anti-Semitism in Europe.

The recurring theme, which the 24 sen-
ators who attended and the Jewish leaders 
both raised, was a measure of the anxiety 
aroused by recent reports of attacks on 
European Jews, according to participants 
at the meeting, held on July 23.

“There was almost more energy around 
anti-Semitism than around Gaza,” said 
a participant who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the meeting in the 
Capitol’s stately Mansfield Room was off 
the record.

JTA spoke to eight meeting partici-
pants from Jewish groups. Some spoke 
on the record to describe their own state-
ments, which was allowed under the meet-
ing’s rules.

Sen. Harry Reid (D-Nev.), the major-
ity leader who convened the meeting, set 
the tone with his opening remarks, which 
referred to a return to “old-fashioned anti-
Semitism” on the continent. He specifi-
cally mentioned anxieties in Hungary.

Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.) and Sen. 
Chris Coons (D-Del.) also spoke at length 
about the topic, with Cardin noting that he 
had this week convened a hearing on the 
issue as the chairman of the U.S. Helsinki 
Commission.

Participants said such awareness was 
important because of the influence that 
senators have both within the United 

States and overseas.
The Orthodox Union delegation 

attending the meeting with Democratic 
senators also met that day with GOP 
lawmakers, including Sen. Ted Cruz 
(R-Texas), as well as administration offi-
cials. In all the meetings, the outbreak 
of anti-Semitism was a lead issue, said 
Nathan Diament, the Washington direc-
tor of the O.U.

“There are things that senators can do 
to shine a light on how unacceptable it 
is,” in meetings with constituents, diplo-
mats and when they travel abroad, he said. 
“We talked about how disturbing it is and 
how the anti-Semitic feature seems to be 
getting obscured by virtue of the conflict 
between Israel and Hamas.”

Leaders from another Orthodox group, 
Agudath Israel of America, also attended 
the meeting. Additionally, a delegation 
of 30 Agudath Israel activists held meet-
ings the same day with lawmakers of both 
parties.

“There is obviously reason for concern 
that a vicious storm is brewing for acheinu 
b’nei Yisroel, one that poses more than 
just an imminent physical threat — but a 
threat to the long-term stability of Jewish 
communities across the globe,” said a 
statement from the Agudah, using the 
Hebrew for “our Jewish brethren.”

At the session with the senators, Daniel 
Mariaschin, the executive vice president of 
B’nai B’rith International, outlined a litany 
of recent events including the firebomb-

ing of a synagogue in Sarcelles in France, 
German and Dutch pro-Palestinian dem-
onstrations where protesters shouted 
threats against Jews, and Turkish Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s likening 
of Israel to the Nazis.

“We asked them to use diplomatic and 
parliamentary contacts to raise the issue 
and urge European officials to crack down 
on anti-Semitic incidents,” he said.

Jewish leaders who had other agenda 
items departed from prepared remarks to 

refer to the phenomenon.
“I raised the issue of anti-Semitism in 

Europe, as well as religious freedom issues 
for Christians in the Middle East who 
have been under attack,” said Rabbi David 
Saperstein, the director of the Reform 
movement’s Religious Action Center. 
“There was a good deal of discussion; a 
couple of senators came back on that issue 
who were deeply concerned about the 
anti-Semitism.” 

Anti-Semitic signs spur reaction 
by Federation, ADL
Joel Magalnick Editor, JTNews

One compared Israeli prime minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu to Adolf Hitler. 
Another showed what looked like a Jewish 
person eating a baby. These signs and 
others being carried at weekly rallies in 
Seattle’s Westlake Center protesting the 
now-ended war in Gaza spurred the local 
chapter of the Anti-Defamation League 
and the Jewish Federation of Greater Seat-
tle to release a joint statement decrying the 
imagery.

“We are deeply troubled by the need 
to put out a second statement denouncing 
anti-Semitism here in Washington State. 
Anti-Semitism, Islamophobia and all bias-
motivated speech have no place in our 
political discourse,” said Keith Dvorchik, 

president and CEO of the Federation.
The first statement, a week earlier, 

referred to comments by National Rifle 
Association spokesman Brian Judy at a 
pro-gun rally in July.

The two agencies sought to draw a 
line between protests of Israel’s govern-
ment and policies and “imagery and lan-
guage comparing Israel to Nazi Germany 
and drawing on thousands of years of hate 
— including references to blood libel, 
an inflammatory, centuries-old lie that 
Jewish people kidnap, murder and use 
the blood of children in religious rituals,” 
according to the statement. 

Such language and imagery “has no 
place in our public debate,” they added.
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responsibility for their safety and security. 
But in calling on them to publicly stand 
against Israel at a time when that is Tur-
key’s policy, he conveyed to the people of 
Turkey that if the Jews in Turkey do not 
do this, they are not being “good Turks.” 

The result, ironically, is to signal yet 
another longstanding anti-Semitic stereo-
type that “Jews are not loyal” to the coun-
tries where they live. And it puts the Jewish 
community in a terrible position of having 
to choose between the official hostile anti-
Israel posture of their country and their 
own personal feelings on a difficult situ-
ation.

So, we do not believe Prime Minister 
Erdogan has provided much reassurance 
to the Turkish Jewish community in these 
trying times.

His comments suggest, among other 
things, that the Jewish community is a 
monolith when it comes to Israel, when 
in fact there is a diversity of views within 
the community, including some who do, 
and some who do not, support the mili-
tary campaign to root out Hamas rockets 
and terrorism.

No Jewish community anywhere 
should be asked to pick sides in this polit-
ical conflict. Asking them to do so, in an 
environment where passions are already 
inflamed over the conflict in Gaza and 
where street protests have turned vio-
lent, with expressions of anti-Semitism 
and attacks on Israeli embassy and con-
sulate buildings, is enough to suggest to 
some that the community itself is another 
potential target. In Turkey, there are his-
torical precedents for such beliefs taking 
hold among the populace, and they have 
not ended well.

Making matters worse, Mr. Erdogan’s 
hostile views of Israel and Israelis, and his 
support for the Hamas terror organization 
in Gaza, are well known and shocking.

By providing financial and diplomatic 
support to Hamas, a terror organization 
committed to the elimination of Israel’s 
existence and whose essential political phi-
losophy actions are deeply anti-Semitic, 
Erdogan has placed Turkey squarely on 
the side of terror and violence.

Mr. Erdogan’s aid and comfort to 
Hamas terrorists serves to prolong the 
hostilities and is counterproductive to the 
efforts of others seeking to end the current 
round of fighting.

In recent years expressions of anti-
Semitism in Turkey have significantly 

increased. This is particularly troubling 
and dangerous because we know, based on 
the results of ADL polling on anti-Semi-
tism in Turkey, that anti-Jewish attitudes 
and beliefs are, sadly, held by fully 69 per-
cent of the adult Turkish population.

This increase is fueled, in part, by 
harsh comments about Jews and Israel 
made by Erdogan, other officials in his 
government and influential journalists. 
ADL has publicly criticized those com-
ments and called on the prime minister to 
refrain from making references invoking 
anti-Semitic conspiracies and statements, 
which amount to scapegoating the Jews 
of Turkey by suggesting they have some 
responsibility for actions of Israel that Mr. 
Erdogan opposes.

Such comments legitimize anti-Jew-
ish stereotypes and reinforce prejudiced 
beliefs about Jews held by so many people 
in Turkey. This is a truly sad turn of events 
for a country that has in fact served as a 
safe haven for Jews fleeing persecution 
through the centuries, including the Span-
ish and Portuguese Jews expelled from 
Spain who were welcomed into the Otto-
man Empire in the late 15th century.

In 2005, ADL recognized the efforts of 
various Turkish diplomats to protect and 
save the lives of Jews from persecution 
and death at the hands of the Nazis. The 
award was presented on behalf of the cou-
rageous Turkish diplomats to Prime Min-
ister Erdogan during his visit to New York.

It was their courage, their humanity, 
their display of the best the Turkish people 
are capable of doing that we honored. At 
the time the award was presented, Mr. 
Erdogan spoke out forcefully against anti-
Semitism and clearly stated anti-Semitism 
had no place in Turkey.

Recently there have been calls by some 
for us to rescind the honor based on Erdo-
gan’s recent positions toward Israel and 
his Jewish community. But we believe it 
would be wrong for ADL to withdraw 
its recognition of those diplomats today 
because the current leader of Turkey 
is fanning the flames of anti-Semitism 
and supporting a terrorist organization 
whose essential ideology is anti-Semitic 
and which seeks to eliminate Israel, the 
national homeland of the Jewish people.

Abraham H. Foxman is the national director of 

the Anti-Defamation League. This article first 

appeared on the Huffington Post.

In Turkey and North Africa, cause not for alarm, but for ‘extreme caution’
Emily K. Alhadeff Associate Editor, 
JTNews

The news out of Turkey, when it comes 
to politics and Jewish life, is bleak. 

The positive relationship between Turkey 
and Israel has been deteriorating at least 
since Turkey began showing support for 
Hamas during Israel’s 2008-09 war in Gaza, 
and it only worsened after the deadly alterca-
tion between the Turkish flotilla Mavi Mar-
mara and the Israeli navy in 2010. Turkey’s 
rightward shift and support for the Palestin-
ians has become a cause for concern.

Yet Jewish life there is still vibrant, if only 
a shadow of its former self. That was the sub-
ject of Sam Amiel’s July 23 talk, “A Night 
in Istanbul.” Amiel, senior program direc-
tor for Europe and the North Africa region 
at the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, met with a small group to dis-

cuss the countries he works with, particu-
larly Turkey.

“It’s an opportunity to share with them 
from a personal standpoint and a profes-
sional standpoint what is happening in the 
Jewish world,” Amiel told JTNews before 
the event.

Amiel, a Seattle native whose work with 
the JDC has taken him around the world, 
now lives in Israel with his wife and their 
three kids. During his whirlwind tour, he 
was able to log just a couple of days with his 
family here before moving on.

Amiel considers himself a liaison to the 
Turkish Jewish community, helping them 
when they need help, usually with techni-
cal issues like the merging of two half-empty 
Jewish nursing homes. The JDC has no office 
there. 

“The Jewish community there is highly 
self-reliant,” he said. “They’ve lived there 
for centuries. This isn’t the first cycle of ten-
sion.”

For Amiel, whose mother’s side of the 
family originally hails from Turkey, work-
ing with the Turkish community is a clos-
ing of the circle.

“I think it’s a positive definition of assim-
ilation,” Amiel said of Turkish Jews’ proud 
identification with their country. “They have 
a very rich history; they have a very, very 
proud history.”

Despite the political tensions, the Turk-
ish community is vibrant, Amiel said, with 
an annual Limmud conference, a new com-

munity center in Istanbul, a strong Jewish 
day school, and good lay leadership.

“The darker lining around that cloud is 
that it’s in demographic decline,” he said. 

The aging community of less than 20,000 
faces the same threats as every Jewish com-
munity, like intermarriage.

“Given that it’s a very traditional Sep-
hardic community, it has a little more dif-
ficulty coming to terms with those kids of 
issues,” he said.

And anti-Semitism and anti-Israel sen-
timent does affect the community, which 
Amiel notes is not necessarily a cause for 
alarm, but for “extreme caution.” Particu-
larly since the bombing of the Neve Shalom 
Synagogue in 2003, the community has 
increased security and kept a lower profile.

“They’re very careful in terms of how 
they react,” Amiel said. “But at the same time 

XX Page 13

Emily K. Alhadeff
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European governments must act to stem rising anti-Semitism
Robert Singer JTA World News Service

NEW YORK (JTA) — The conflict 
between Israel and Hamas in Gaza has 
spilled over into Europe, where in the past 
several weeks, Jewish communities have 
witnessed a chilling display of anti-Semi-
tism, the likes of which have not been seen 
in many years.

European governments need to act 
decisively to stem this tide of hatred.

No longer content with cloaking 
hatred of Jews in the garb of anti-Zion-
ism or opposition to Israel, demonstra-
tors have marched through the streets of 
Berlin, Brussels and other European cities 
to the cry of “death to the Jews” and “gas 
the Jews.” In Paris and its suburbs, wild 
mobs bent on destruction have run amok, 
attacking synagogues and the Jewish wor-
shippers in them. They’ve burned cars, 
looted shops, and smashed store windows.

It wasn’t that many years ago when 
legions of storm troopers paraded through 
German streets chanting, “Sharpen the 
long knives on the pavement; let the 
knives slip into the Jews’ bodies.”

The irony that most of today’s demon-
strators are themselves recent migrants 
to Europe or descendants of newcom-
ers cannot be lost on anyone. Sadly, how-
ever, this pathology is not only confined to 
European Muslims but to a whole host of 

rancorous elements in European society.
Of course, there is another side of the 

coin that is cause for cheer. Remarkably, 
all 28 foreign ministers of the European 
Union member states have called for the 
disarmament of Hamas and other mili-
tant groups in Gaza. Moreover, some Arab 
countries, most notably Egypt, were qui-
etly rooting for Israel on the sidelines in 
the hope that it would eventually succeed 
in neutralizing Hamas.

But that still does not diminish the 
gravity of the terrible scenes being played 
out across Europe. As much as we can 
draw attention to this worrisome phe-
nomenon, at the end of the day it is the 
European governments, along with the 
people of Europe, that must take a stand. 
Some of the governments have already 
begun to do so, but one can only hope that 
more will follow and act with vigor.

The World Jewish Congress has called 
on European governments to strengthen 
police protection of Jewish sites and to ban 
or disband violent rallies. Governments 
must stop the agitation and protect their 
Jewish populations or Jews will ultimately 
turn their backs on those countries.

Jews live in Europe by right, not suf-
ferance. Their manifold contributions to 
the development of what we call European 

civilization are too numerous to 
recall, even if they are not always 
recognized, and certainly not by 
those who have an anti-European 
agenda.

Given the present ambiance 
in Europe, it is understandable 
that some of them will eventu-
ally decide to leave the continent. 
Thousands of French Jews have 
already done so, and more are on 
the way. We certainly respect their 
decision and will aid our brethren 
however we can.

Beginning at the end of the 
1980s, with the fall of commu-
nism, Jewish life has been revital-
ized in many cities in which no one would 
have believed there was a Jewish future 
— places such as Warsaw and Vilnius, 
Bucharest and Sofia. At that time, no one 
questioned why Jews in Paris or elsewhere 
in Western Europe were living where they 
were. That we have to do so today is a sad 
commentary on where we have come since 
then — 70 years since the embers of the 
ovens of Auschwitz went cold. But we will 
never award Hitler and his modern-day 
disciples a posthumous victory by acqui-
escing to a Judenrein Europe.

Today’s fight is between supporters of 

Hamas and people who believe in decency, 
mutual respect and liberalism — all the 
best in European traditions. But Euro-
peans will have to reach that conclusion 
themselves. The most thoughtful among 
them already understand that a continent 
in which Jews do not feel comfortable is 
not a healthy place for anyone.

Robert Singer is the CEO of the World Jewish 

Congress, which represents Jewish 

communities in 100 countries to governments, 

parliaments and international organizations.

LBCA

A sign found last month in a Belgian café, since removed by 
threat of prosecution, read, “Dogs are allowed but Jews are 
not under any circumstances” in Turkish. Jews was changed 
to Zionists in French.
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When the blood-brain barrier gets breached
Janis Siegel JTNews Columnist

This is the second of a two-
part column on “BRAINS@
BGU,” featuring some of the 
latest brain research from Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev 
in Israel. 

Last year, BGU toured 
President Obama through its 
brain research labs after the 
president launched his BRAIN 
initiative, Brain Research 
through Advancing Inno-
vative Neurotechnologies, 
aimed at mapping the nerve 
cell network and nerve path-
ways in the brain to find therapies for dis-
eases like Alzheimer’s, epilepsy, autism, 
traumatic brain injury and schizophrenia. 

In 2014, three BGU doctors, Israel 
Sekler, Ilya Fleidervish, and Michael Her-
shfinkel from the department of physi-
ology and cell biology, won a grant from 
the German-Israel Project Cooperation 
to research the connection between mito-
chondria, memory and brain disorders in 
a joint project with scientists in Germany. 

• • •
When the blood-brain barrier was 

discovered more than 100 years ago, 
researchers began to understand how it 
protects the human brain and spinal cord 
by filtering out many foreign substances 
from the blood that could disrupt the 
brain’s balance.

Today, however, as chronic neuro-
degenerative and brain diseases rob more 
and more patients of their mental health 
and motor skills, scientists like Prof. Alon 

Friedman in Ben-Gurion 
University’s department of 
physiology and neurobiology 
and the Ziotowski Center for 
Neuroscience there are look-
ing for breaches in the barrier 
that may be the direct cause 
of many debilitating condi-
tions. 

“Dysfunction of the BBB 
occurs during numerous 
common neurological dis-
eases, including stroke, epi-
lepsy, trauma, tumors, and 
infectious and degenera-

tive diseases,” wrote Friedman in the arti-
cle “Blood-Brain Barrier Breakdown and 
Blood-Brain Communication in Neuro-
logical and Psychiatric Diseases.” 

“Transport across the blood-brain bar-
rier is tightly regulated by at least four 
different cells that comprise the brain 
microvasculature….Thusly, essential 
nutrients are delivered, waste products 
removed, and entry of potentially toxic 
or neuro-active agents and pathogens is 
severely restricted.” 

Through his experiments, Friedman 
has been searching for clues to the onset 
of epilepsy after brain trauma, focusing on 
how the brain’s electrical activity, struc-
ture and function changes. 

“The brain and spinal cord, the central 
nervous system, are the control centers 
of the body generating central programs 
and strategies, processing sensory input, 
regulating motor output, and coordinat-
ing many of the individual and concerted 

activities of tissues,” Friedman wrote. 
Friedman was a member of the group 

of doctors that used MRI technology to 
test former Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon’s brain responses during his eight-
year, medically induced coma. 

Today, Friedman’s team uses neuro-
physiological recordings of brain activity 
and MRIs to study a patient’s brain func-
tion and structure. What they found is that 
while blood-brain barrier dysfunction has 
long been associated with brain diseases, 
this recent research suggests that dysfunc-
tion also plays a role in the development of 
those diseases.

In another BGU department, Dr. 
Golan Shahar investigates the connection 
between stress, the onset and progres-
sion of chronic disease, and self-limiting 
behaviors.

Shahar is the director of the Center for 
the Advancement of Research on Stress 
Related Disorders in the department of 
psychology. In his Stress, Self, and Health 
Lab, researchers observe the effects of self-
regulated patient strategies on physical 
and mental illness, particularly depres-
sion. 

“Over the last 50 years, chronic diseases 
have steadily overtaken acute medical 
conditions as the primary cause of disabil-
ity and use of health services in the United 
States,” writes Shahar in “The Handbook 
of Behavioral Medicine” (Makovsky, 2014, 
Wiley & Sons).

Although much of his latest research, 
including a 2014 study, looks at the effects 
of war, terrorism, and violence on Israeli 

citizens, two of Shahar’s 2012 studies look 
specifically at chronic pain and coping 
strategies. 

In “Does War Hurt? Effects of Media 
Exposure After Missile Attacks on Chronic 
Pain,” published in the Journal of Clinical 
Psychology in Medical Settings, Shahar 
and colleague Dr. Sheera Lerman found 
that exposure to media coverage of terror-
ist missile attacks increased pain levels in 
subjects already having chronic pain. 

In another study that same year, “The 
Personification of Chronic Physical Ill-
ness: Its Role in Adjustment and Impli-
cations for Psychotherapy Integration,” 
Shahar and Lerman found that chronic 
pain patients who assigned human char-
acteristics to their physical illnesses were 
better at managing illness-related emo-
tional distress and disability. 

They recommended that the technique 
be added to pain treatment plans. 

“Stress is thought to influence health 
indirectly by both promoting behavioral 
coping responses detrimental to health 
and by activating physiological symp-
toms,” wrote Shahar. “Prolonged or 
repeated activation of these symptoms 
is thought to place a person at risk for a 
range of physical and psychiatric disor-
ders.” 

Longtime JTNews correspondent and freelance 

journalist Janis Siegel has covered international 

health research for SELF magazine and 

campaigns for Fred Hutchinson Cancer 

Research Center.

israel:
To Your 
Health
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Check our daily Israel updates 
jewishinseattle.org/israelupdate

WIth Israel

Cjewishinseattle M@jewishinseattle
206.443.5400  www.jewishinseattle.org
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Strengthening the U.S.–Israel
relationship to enhance
the safety and security of
Israel and the United States.

 
We are tremendously grateful to

our Washington State Congressional 

Delegation for helping to ensure

the necessary security assistance

and funding for Iron Dome,

protecting millions of Israeli lives.

www.aipac.org

we stand together as a community
in support of israel.

the jewishsound the sound. the nation. the world.jtnewssponsored by:

Despite parents’ fears, local lone soldiers hear
the call of duty
Emily K. Alhadeff Associate Editor, 
JTNews

Two weeks after Kayla Mogil arrived in 
Israel to volunteer with the Israel Defense 
Forces, she experienced her first major 
challenge.

She got lost in Tel Aviv. And her cell 
phone service got cut off, because she 
didn’t realize she needed twice the money 
in her account to pay the bill. She ended 
up being three hours late to her first lone 
soldiers meeting.

“Who could take me seriously with 
the IDF if I can’t even figure out the bus 
system?” she asked in the first post to her 
blog.

Kayla, who is almost 19, graduated 
from Mercer Island High School in 2013. 

Instead of shipping off to college, last 
October she joined Mahal, a Hebrew acro-
nym for foreign volunteers doing Israeli 
army service. 

Kayla is not the only local teen to push 
off college for this path. Nathan Luper, 
a graduate of Issaquah High School, 
also joined Mahal last year. Both serve 
in combat units — Kayla in search and 
rescue, and Nathan in anti-terrorism.

Why would two kids from Washing-
ton pick up and join the IDF — in combat, 
no less?

For Kayla, it might go back to middle 
school, when she did a school project on 
her grandfather, a World War II veteran. 
It was then, her mother recalls, that Kayla 
began looking to the military as a future. 

As a high school freshman, she worked out 
with Marines a few times a week.

“The whole time my husband and 
I were a nervous wreck,” said Denise 
Brown-Mogil, Kayla’s mother. “As a young 
woman, she has other opportunities.”

Kayla’s interest in the military col-
lided with an unlikely force: Hebrew 
school. She began attending Hebrew 
High at the Stroum Jewish Commu-
nity Center during her sophomore year, 
which led her to the high school youth 
group NCSY. Without alerting her par-
ents, she got a job at Outback Steakhouse 
and saved enough money to go on an 
Israel trip. Soon Kayla began to set her Courtesy Denise Brown-Mogil

Kayla Mogil overlooks Jerusalem.
XX Page 13
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WE STAND WITH ISRAEL

Seattle solidarity events find various ways to support Israel
Emily K. Alhadeff Associate Editor, JTNews 

One week after approximately 600 
people turned out for a peaceful demon-
stration in solidarity with Israel in Pioneer 
Square on July 20, a second event, termed a 
community gathering, brought around 300 
people to the sanctuary of Congregation 
Beth Shalom to hear from an array of com-
munity leaders on the situation in Israel. 

The two events, a week apart and with 
almost no sponsoring organization overlap, 
prompted some community members to 
ask if Seattle is divided on Israel. 

The July 20 rally was put together by 
Israel advocacy organization StandWith-
Us Northwest and co-sponsored by several 
local Orthodox congregations, as well as 
Hadassah and the American Jewish Com-
mittee. The July 27 gathering at Beth Shalom 
was sponsored by nearly two dozen orga-
nizations, including AIPAC, the Anti-Def-
amation League, Hillel at the University of 
Washington, J Street, New Israel Fund, the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle, and a 
number of Conservative and Reform syna-
gogues. It emphasized solidarity with Israel, 
plus a mourning of the loss of all human life 
and prayers for a lasting and sustainable end 
to the conflict. 

Speakers included Dr. Andy David, 
Consul General of Israel, U.S. Rep. Derek 
Kilmer (D–6th), Federation CEO and presi-
dent Keith Dvorchik, and several rabbis and 

community leaders.
According to Dvorchik, the Federation 

was invited to co-sponsor the July 20 rally 
on Thursday the 17th, at which time Rob 
Jacobs, director of StandWithUs North-
west, had not yet secured the permits for 
the rally. Jacobs obtained the permits Friday 
morning. 

“From a timing perspective, it just didn’t 
work, not just for the Federation but for 
many communities,” Dvorchik said.

Jacobs concurred. 
“We had three days before the rally date, 

and many of them felt that was not enough 
time to adequately plan a rally,” he said. 
They “didn’t feel comfortable signing on 
unless they knew it would be planned thor-
oughly.”

Others, like Ben Murane, New Israel 
Fund’s director of outreach for the western 
United States, were concerned about the 
message of the rally and preferred the later 
gathering for ideological reasons. 

“New Israel Fund will always be part 
of Israel gatherings that include multiple 
views,” said Murane. “NIF — and many 
others in the community — felt that the type 
of rally organized the previous weekend 
did not convey the sadness we [felt] with 
increasing civilian deaths and vigilante mur-
ders of Jewish and Palestinian teenagers.”

Jacobs acknowledged that different 

groups have different ideas of supporting 
Israel. StandWithUs joined the list of spon-
sors at Beth Shalom only after Jacobs was 
sure the message would align with his orga-
nization’s mission.

“They wanted more conversation, more 
of a traditional Jewish community event,” 
Jacobs said. 

According to one rabbi, who spoke with 
JTNews anonymously, a vibrant discussion 
has been taking place among Seattle’s lib-
eral-leaning rabbis about which rallies and 

events to take part in. 
“The fears that go along with some of 

the rallies include oversimplification of 
a complex issue, the tendency of rallies 
to attract fringe people/positions that we 
wouldn’t want to be associated with on the 6 
O’clock News, the dehumanization of Pal-
estinians, [and] any appearance that we’re 
cheering/happy about the fact that Israel is 
at war,” she said.

XX Page 14

Yael Dayan

Israel supporters at a flash mob rally in Bellevue Square on July 31.
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To our Seattle Jewish Community,

Thank you for the love, care, and support you have shown our injured Israeli combat soldiers during this
diffi cult time.  Knowing they have a community of brothers and sisters across the world who would do
anything to help them put their lives back together means more than words can convey.  We are One People. 

May Hashem Bless and Protect those IDF soldiers who protect Israel and the Jewish People.

Hope for Heroism
Wounded Soldiers Helping Wounded Soldiers

Sponsored By:

HopeforHeroism.org

Together we...
SERVE

SHELTER

HELP

the medical needs of  all patients and provide a place of  peace,   
healing and safety at Hadassah’s premier hospitals

the families of  children already at our Youth Aliyah villages plus
other children and their families from the south who feel threatened

secure the safety of  all Young Judaea Israel-based programs
by taking participants and staff  out of  harm’s way

HADASSAH STANDS WITH ISRAEL!

Hadass ah on Alert!  www.hadassah.org    425-467-9099

sights on the IDF. And she wouldn’t settle 
for anything less than combat.

“I did everything I could to change her 
mind,” said Denise. “We visited colleges. 
She’d say, ‘That college is nice, but I’ll go 
to college when I’m done with the IDF.’”

Denise found out through Facebook 
that her daughter had registered for 
Mahal. 

“She was going to be 18, and there 
wasn’t much we could do about it at that 
point except support her, which we did,” 
she said.

Brenda Luper, Nathan’s mom, traces 
her son’s interest back to his Bar Mitzvah 
trip in Israel, an emotional time following 
her mother’s sudden passing from pancre-
atic cancer. Fast-forward to his junior year 
of high school, when Nathan attended 
Alexander Muss High School in Israel for 
eight weeks. 

“Nathan is an engineer at heart,” his 
mother said. “‘He came back and said, ‘I 
want to go to Israel and I want to work on 
the Iron Dome’,” Israel’s defense system 
against rockets. 

“Probably half way through his senior 
year, we said, ‘What are you going to do 
after high school, kiddo? He wasn’t ready 
for college. He said, ‘I think I want to join 
the Israeli army.’ We said, ‘Okay, how?’”

After talking with Kayla, with whom he 
worked at Herzl-Ner Tamid Conservative 

Congregation, Nathan had made up his 
mind to join the IDF, too. 

Both are thriving. At her swearing-
in ceremony, Kayla’s commander hon-
ored her out of the entire battalion as the 
best soldier — an enormous honor, both 
in spite of and due to her struggle to pick 
up Hebrew. Nathan is still in training, and 
according to his mother he met another 
lone soldier, and they have been dating for 
the past nine months.

It didn’t occur to anyone, however, that 
they would be serving in a war, one that 
claimed three lone soldiers’ lives.

“I am so proud of my son, and [my hus-
band] Steve feels the same, for the really 
brave and committed choice this 18-year-
old made last year,” Brenda said. “But I 

worry about him every 
day. Even before [the 
war, when your chil-
dren aren’t near you 
and you can’t make 
sure they’re safe, as 
a parent you worry. 
Any overprotective 
Jewish mom will tell 
you the same. I am an 
‘O.P.J.M.’ and I have 
the t-shirt to prove it.”

“Thank God for 
soc ia l  media  and 
texts,” said Denise, 
Kayla’s mom. “I live for 
her texts and her phone 

calls. I can’t imagine what people did a 
long time ago without that connection.”

The Mogil family recently visited Kayla 
in Israel, where they experienced firsthand 
the sirens and 15-second bolt to the bomb 
shelter. 

“Before all of this happened I really 
didn’t pay attention to everything going 
on there like I do now,” Denise said. 
“Because of this experience I’m changed 
forever.”

“I would almost call it a new level of 
relationship with your child,” said Brenda. 
“Sometimes when they’re here…you still 
have the same day-to-day fights. You don’t 
appreciate what an amazing human being 
they are and they’ve become.” 

Courtesy Brenda Luper

Nathan Luper poses with his friends and freshly dug vegetables during 
some volunteer farm service. 

WW local lone soldiers Page 11

they are an extremely legitimate, sometimes 
public, minority. They’re quick to respond 
[to anti-Semitism].

“Many in the community find it unfortu-
nate that the rhetoric of the ruling party res-
onates with a part of the country that doesn’t 
understand a difference between anti-Israel 
and anti-Semitism,” Amiel continued. “That 
line is very blurred and spills over.”

Amiel’s work in Turkey is quite differ-
ent from his work in North Africa, where 
just a remnant of the former Jewish com-
munities exists. In Egypt, the JDC provides 
cash stipends, medicine, and food at holi-
day times to the 25 or so remaining Jews. 

“There is an attempt by those who are 
left to say, ‘We are Egyptian and always have 
been Egyptian,’” he said. “The concern is that 
they’ll be able to make it through and die with 
dignity.”

Working with the Egyptian commu-
nity has also been a full-circle experience for 
Amiel, since his father was born in Alexandria. 

There are no JDC country representa-
tives in Egypt, Tunisia, or Morocco, but 
Amiel stays in touch with the community 
leaders to keep a finger on the pulse of the 
community, particularly when it comes to 
anti-Semitic rhetoric or political riots that 
could spill over into the community.

“They’re the ones who say to us either 
we need help [or we don’t],” said Amiel. 
“They’re mature communities that know 
what to do during difficult times.”

WW in turkey Page 8



Dear President Obama, Members of the House of Representatives, and Members of the Senate,

As the most recent wave of Israeli bombardment of Gaza enters its 28th day, many of us globally watch in horror as the death toll soars. News reports 

indicate that more than 1,888 Palestinians have been killed, while more than 9,400 have been injured. Hundreds of Palestinian children and civilians are 

counted among the dead in this humanitarian catastrophe. Sixty-three Israeli soldiers have also died, along with two Israeli civilians and a Thai worker.

Yesterday, Israel attacked a United Nations school sheltering some 3,000 displaced people in Rafah, in Southern Gaza, killing 10 people and prompting 

United Nations Secretary-General Ban-Ki Moon to declare the attack “a moral outrage and a criminal act.” The U.S. State Department also issued a 

denunciation saying, “The United States is appalled by today’s disgraceful shelling outside an UNRWA school.”

The humanitarian crisis in Gaza is reaching a critical breaking point. The 139 square mile territory contains 1.8 million people who literally have nowhere 

to go and no place to hide from Israeli attacks. The UN reports that medical facilities are “on the verge of collapse.” An attack on a Gaza power plant has 

left more than half the population without electricity, and more than 270,000 people are reportedly crammed into 90 UN shelters. Without an immediate 

end to all hostilities, the Palestinian death toll will continue to rise rapidly.

We also condemn the indiscriminate rocket attacks by Hamas against the civilian population living in Israel. We stand in solidarity with the ordinary people 

of Israel and their desire for security, and in particular with the Israeli anti-war movement.

Security and peace will never be achieved on the basis of the current occupation and blockades. The path to protecting the legitimate interests of the 

Palestinian people as well as the ordinary people of Israel lies first and foremost in ending the illegal building of settlements in the Palestinian territories 

and an end to Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian territories.

We call on President Obama, the U.S. House of Representatives, and the U.S. Senate to issue a formal statement denouncing Israel’s siege and blockade 

of Gaza and the occupation of the West Bank. We also call for an immediate end to all U.S. government military aid for Israel.
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We stand
in solidarity
with Israel!
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in solidarity
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Pinwheel USY and Kadima
Stands with Israel

Pinhweel@uscj.org • pinwheelusy.org

Seattle City Councilmember Kshama Sawant’s letter
to the president

On Monday, Aug. 4, Seattle City Councilmember Kshama Sawant read the draft letter 
she plans to send to elected leaders in Washington, D.C., regarding what she called a 
blackout of dissent in Congress and from the Obama adminstration. Sawant has asked all 
members of the council to sign the letter, and is accepting comment from Seattle residents 

before she sends the final draft. You can constructively and courteously suggest amend-
ments to the letter by contacting Councilwoman Sawant at kshama.sawant@seattle.gov or 
206-684-8016 before Monday, Aug. 11.

The Orthodox synagogues that cospon-
sored the rally and encouraged members 
at short notice to attend were absent from 
the list of sponsors of the gathering a week 
later. According to Sephardic Bikur Holim’s 
Rabbi Ben Hassan, who spoke at the rally, 
this was purely due to a scheduling conflict, 
at least on his congregation’s part. He added 
that some SBH members did attend the Beth 
Shalom event.

Hassan downplayed critiques about 
community division and encourages the 
Jewish community to find common ground.

“We all show support for Israel, and 
that support can be manifested in different 
ways,” he said. “Some people want to do a 

rally and some people want to do a gather-
ing. They’re both fair ways to show solidar-
ity and support.”

Meanwhile, activists for the Palestinian 
cause have held regular, weekly demonstra-
tions in Westlake Plaza. A handful of pro-
Palestinian activists demonstrated quietly at 
both the rally and outside Beth Shalom.

Since the gathering on July 27, two more 
pro-Israel demonstrations have sprung 
up, including a flash mob rally in Bellevue 
Square at rush hour on July 31. And this 
Sunday, Aug. 10 at 1 p.m., multiple orga-
nizations will sponsor a rally at Westlake 
Center to express their solidarity with Israel. 

Dikla Tuchman contributed to this story.

WW seattle solidarity Page 12
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Mercer Island, WA 98040

Herzl-Ner Tamid 
Stands with Israel!

Come see presentations from leaders of 
national Israel advocacy organizations at

November 5, 16 & 19
Learn more at:  

h-nt.org/torahthon
Funding for Torahthon 8 is made possible by a generous grant from the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Seattle and historically by the Alfred & Tillie 
Shemanski Foundation. Co-hosted by Temple De Hirsch Sinai.

www.jds.org     425.460.0200     15749 NE 4th St, Bellevue, Washington 98008

Yes, we still went through with making aliyah
Micol Bayer Special to JTNews

“Are you still going?”
“Are you sure you don’t want to 

change your mind?” 
Even if my friends and family did 

not voice these questions, I knew what 
was on their minds throughout the past 
month. My answer never changed: “Yes, 
we are still making aliyah.” 

In the middle of a war. And no, we 
are not are not changing our plans. On 
July 21, 2014, four days after the Israel 
Defense Forces entered into a ground 
operation phase of “Tzuk Eitan,” Opera-
tion Protective Edge, my husband and I 
moved our family from Seattle to Israel. 
We boarded a Nefesh B’Nefesh char-
ter flight from New York with 220 other 
people: An entire airplane full of fami-
lies, singles entering the army, a Holo-
caust survivor celebrating his 88th 
birthday, and a bride carrying her wed-
ding gown whose fiancé was fighting 
in Gaza. Not one person on that flight 
changed his or her plans. 

As hard as it was to leave our family 
and friends in Seattle, we felt we were 
doing something important for our 
family and for the Jewish people. All I 
kept thinking was: After months and 
years of planning for this, how could I 
jump ship at a time when my family and 
friends in Israel are under fire? So, yes, 
we are still going. Now more than ever!  
Plenty of pictures on Facebook, memes, 
and hashtags encouraged us that we 
were doing the right thing. Even now. 
Especially now! 

We are living our personal dream of 
13 years, our national dream of thou-
sands of years. With the help of Nefesh 
B’Nefesh, we are making this dream a 
reality. From the moment my husband 
and I decided that now is the right time 
in our lives to “live the dream,” Nefesh 
B’Nefesh walked us through every step 
of the process. An organization, started 
12 years ago by two people with the idea 
of making it easier for North American 
Jews to make aliyah, has now become a 
professional organization that stream-

lines the aliyah process for thou-
sands of new olim. 

During the flight our aliyah 
documentation was processed 
by Nefesh B’Nefesh profession-
als. We made new friends on the 
plane while our paperwork was 
being processed so that by the 
time we landed we would already 
be new Israeli citizens. We arrived 
the next morning on the 51st NBN 
flight, welcomed to Israel by an 
amazing group of NBN staff. 

On every previous NBN char-
ter flight, there had been a huge 
welcome ceremony at Ben Gurion 
Airport. This year, things were 
different. Because of security 
measures, family and friends 
were not permitted to greet us. 
Instead, enthusiastic members 
of the Nefesh B’Nefesh family 
escorted us into the airport waving 
flags and singing. We felt like rock stars! 

As a Tel Aviv Crossfit team organized 
our luggage, we listened to speeches by 
Israel’s leaders telling us ours would be 
the most historic NBN flight to date. 
They thanked us for coming especially 
now, at this incredibly difficult time. 
Natan Sharansky, a true Jewish hero, 
told my kids and me how important 
we are for the Jewish people and that 
our coming on aliyah now is the per-
fect answer to our enemies. That is a 
moment I will treasure forever! 

At the same time, my mind raced. 
Yes, of course we worry about the war 
as any parents would. We prepared our 
children for the possibility of a siren 
while we were in the airport. Yet, some-
how, the fear of that reality turned into 
pride that we are actually, finally here. 
There’s nowhere else I’d rather be.

At the very moment I feel the 
strength of the Israeli people, they tell 
me how I strengthen them. Every person 
here, from the banker who opened our 
account to the taxi driver who drove 
us to the Kotel to the man who sold us 

our first appliances, every person told 
us how much it means to them that we 
made aliyah now. Many thanks to every-
one who has welcomed us home with 
open arms and to Nefesh B’Nefesh for 
making our dream a reality. Keep those 
hashtags coming!

Micol Bayer is a third-generation Seattle 

native. She is a papercut artist voted Best 

Ketubah Artist by JTNews readers and will 

reopen her Micol Designs studio in Israel. 

Her husband, Rabbi Aaron Bayer, served as 

Judaic principal at Seattle Hebrew Academy 

for the past two years. They will be living in 

Efrat with their three children.

Courtesy Nefesh B’Nefesh

Micol and Rabbi Aaron Bayer with their three children at Ben Gurion Airport, shortly after landing, as they 
celebrate their first time on Israeli soil as citizens. 
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Following in my father’s footsteps
Rivy poupko Kletenik JTNews Columnist

Here I am in June of 1964, about to turn 
6, holding my first Matryoshka doll. I am 
standing next to my twin, who is proudly 
displaying his cosmonaut. That wooden 
“little matron,” a gift from my parents’ trip 
to Russia, kicked off a lifetime curiosity — 
the third-grade country project on Russia, 
the piano pounding of “Volga Boat Man.” 
Then the books: “Nicholas and Alexan-
dra,” “Doctor Zhivago,” “Anna Karenina,” 
“War and Peace,” Chekhov, Turgenev. And 
of course the food: Borscht, pirog, herring, 
black bread. So the Pale, the Tsar’s con-
scriptions, the pogroms, Siberia and the 
communist-era plight of Soviet Jews were 
not so wonderful. Still, the Motherland! 

This summer? The pilgrimage. My 
daughter Gilah, determined to fulfill her 
mother’s lifelong dream, set out to orches-
trate and plan a mother-daughter roots 
trip back to the “alter heim,” to the long 
lost shtetlach from where her ancestors 
hailed. 

Russia and Belarus are not your simple 
hop-on-the-plane destinations; there are 
the matters of visas, translators and driv-
ers, along with the challenge of multi-
city hotel reservations and kosher food 
in preparation to visit places that have 
heretofore been the fodder of tales from 
long ago: Minsk, Mir, Radun, Narvarduk, 
Velizh, Vitebsk, and the big cities of 
Moscow and St. Petersburg. 

Fast forward to July. It is hot. We are 
traveling in a minivan with no air condi-
tioning along a two-lane highway through 
Belarus. On either side we alternately pass 
fields of rye and corn. Soon we are weaving 
our way through villages with tiny wooden 
homes that evoke childhood memories 
of a Grimm fairytale book. We go from 
Minsk to Mir to Lida, and now to Radun.

Arriving here and walking on these 
pebbled paths is surreal. A hint, a mere ves-
tige, an inkling is all that is left of what was 
once a Jewish center with shuls, markets 
and of course the renowned yeshiva of the 
Chafetz Chaim. In my mind’s eye I picture 

those who had once been here: The scurry-
ing yeshiva students, the bustling women, 
the children at play. I close my eyes and 
I see my Bar Mitzvah-aged father, in this 
town where his father was born, where his 
extended family lived, and where they had 
come as a family to stay with the Chafetz 
Chaim on their way 
to America. I turn 
quickly and there he 
is, rushing to catch an 
afternoon prayer with 
his brothers.

The building that 
o n c e  h o u s e d  t h e 
yeshiva still stands. 
It is now a cultural 
center. We are greeted 
with something less 
t h a n  e n t h u s i a s m 
when we ask to take 
a look around. While 
the woman who has 
been washing the floor 
argues with our guide, 
I sneak up the wooden 
staircase. A few sit-
ting rooms, an accor-
dion, bookshelves; not 
even a hint or smell of 
sefarim, siddurim or 
taleisim of years ago. 
Its Jewishness has been 
rigorously scrubbed clean, though the 
main room downstairs still has a Jewish 
feel; its rectangular shape has a definite 
layout of a shul and beit midrash.

If you have ever visited a childhood 
home where others now live, you know 
the particular ache of longing felt as we 
turn to leave. It is hard to pinpoint the 
pain. An overwhelming blend of seeing 
the hollowness of the buildings once hal-
lowed, the total evaporation of the life that 
was once here, and the utter rootlessness 
of our people seemingly connected yet so 

seamlessly erased. 
In 1931 my father and his family 

escaped to this town of Radun. Back then 
it was Poland, and free of Stalin’s severe 
and repressive anti-religious policies. We 
stand in quiet thought outside the yeshiva 
— they had all once stood here, that we 

know, rushing hur-
riedly with anticipa-
tion before Shabbos. 
Grandparents, uncles, 
aunts, many a relative 
through marriage. I am 
tempted to drop down 
and beg the pebbles 
and rocks to speak, to 
tell me everything they 
know. 

Instead, we follow 
the road out of town 
to the Jewish cemetery. 
The few headstones left 
are worn beyond read-
ability. The exception is 
the tomb of the Chafetz 
Chaim, which stands 
surrounded by pillars 
and is appropriately 
bedecked with stones, 
notes and candles; pil-
grimages have been 
made here. Radunites 
are proud of their holy 

rabbi, preventing the Jewish commu-
nity from ever removing his remains. 
The Chafetz Chaim, a champion of pure 
speech, would always explain his utter lack 
of material goods by reminding his follow-
ers that “we are only passing through.”

We make our way back to the far end of 
the cemetery, to the fenced-off mass grave. 
There is a trench and a raised area. It runs 
about half of the length of the Jewish cem-

Courtesy Rivy Poupko Kletenik

Rivy, age 5, with her twin brother.

Courtesy Rivy Poupko Kletenik

Rivy stands at the doorway of the Chafetz 
Chaim yeshiva in Radun, which has since 
been scrubbed of any Jewish identity and 
serves as a cultural center.

t h e  v o i c e  o f 

W a s h i n g t o n

JT
news jewish

hey you! 
Yeah, you!

Where’d you find this paper?
At the coffee shop? The market? Your synagogue?

Like what you see?

then you should subscribe! 
We’re reducing our ’round the town deliveries  

to just a handful of times a year,  
meaning you need to sign up now to  
continue getting your Jewish news  

every two weeks.

Subscribe online at jewishsound.org/subscribe  
or call 206-774-2281. 

special rates for first timers! call today!
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where to worship
GREATER SEATTLE

Bet Alef (Meditative) 206/527-9399
1111 Harvard Ave., Seattle 
Chabad House 206/527-1411
4541 19th Ave. NE   
Congregation Kol Ami (Reform) 425/844-1604
16530 Avondale Rd. NE, Woodinville   
Cong. Beis Menachem (Traditional Hassidic)
1837 156th Ave. NE, Bellevue 425/957-7860
Congregation Beth Shalom (Conservative)
6800 35th Ave. NE  206/524-0075
Cong. Bikur Cholim Machzikay Hadath  
(Orthodox)
5145 S Morgan St.  206/721-0970
Capitol Hill Minyan-BCMH (Orthodox) 
1501 17th Ave. E 206/721-0970
Congregation Eitz Or (Jewish Renewal)
Call for locations  206/467-2617
Cong. Ezra Bessaroth (Sephardic Orthodox)
5217 S Brandon St.  206/722-5500
Congregation Shaarei Tefilah-Lubavitch
(Orthodox/Chabad)
6250 43rd Ave. NE  206/527-1411
Congregation Shevet Achim (Orthodox) 
5017 90th Ave. SE (at NW Yeshiva HS)  
Mercer Island  206/275-1539
Congregation Tikvah Chadashah 
(LGBTQ)  206/355-1414
Emanuel Congregation (Modern Orthodox)
3412 NE 65th St.  206/525-1055
Herzl-Ner Tamid Conservative Congregation 
(Conservative) 206/232-8555
3700 E Mercer Way, Mercer Island
Hillel (Multi-denominational)
4745 17th Ave. NE  206/527-1997
Kadima  (Reconstructionist) 206/547-3914
12353 8th Ave. NE, Seattle
Kavana Cooperative kavanaseattle@gmail.com

Ashreichem Yisrael (Traditional) 206-397-2671
5134 S Holly St., Seattle
www.ashreichemyisrael.com
K’hal Ateres Zekainim (Orthodox) 206/722-1464
at Kline Galland Home, 7500 Seward Park Ave. S
Kol HaNeshamah (Progressive Reform) 
 206/935-1590
Alki UCC, 6115 SW Hinds St., West Seattle
Mercaz Seattle (Modern Orthodox)
5720 37th Ave. NE
rachelirosenfeld@gmail.com
www.mercazseattle.org
Minyan Ohr Chadash (Modern Orthodox) 
Brighton Building, 6701 51st Ave. S 
www.minyanohrchadash.org
Mitriyah (Progressive, Unaffiliated)
www.mitriyah.com  206/651-5891
Secular Jewish Circle of Puget Sound (Humanist)
www.secularjewishcircle.org  206/528-1944
Sephardic Bikur Holim Congregation (Orthodox)
6500 52nd Ave. S  206/723-3028
The Summit at First Hill (Orthodox)
1200 University St.  206/652-4444
Temple Beth Am (Reform) 206/525-0915
2632 NE 80th St.  
Temple B’nai Torah (Reform) 425/603-9677
15727 NE 4th St., Bellevue  
Temple De Hirsch Sinai (Reform)
Seattle, 1441 16th Ave.  206/323-8486
Bellevue, 3850 156th Ave. SE 
Torah Learning Center (Orthodox)  
5121 SW Olga St., West Seattle 206/722-8289

SOuTH KiNg COuNTY
Bet Chaverim (Reform) 206/577-0403
25701 14th Place S, Des Moines

WASHINGTON STATE
AbERdEEN 

Temple Beth israel  360/533-5755
1819 Sumner at Martin  

bAINbRIdGE ISLANd 
Congregation Kol Shalom  (Reform)  
9010 Miller Rd. NE 206/855-0885 
Chavurat Shir Hayam  206/842-8453 

bELLINGHAm
Chabad Jewish Center of Whatcom County
102 Highland Dr.  360/393-3845
Congregation Beth israel (Reform) 
2200 Broadway  360/733-8890

bREmERTON
Congregation Beth Hatikvah 360/373-9884
11th and Veneta 

EvERETT / LyNNWOOd
Chabad Jewish Center of Snohomish County
19626 76th Ave. W, Lynnwood 425/640-2811
Temple Beth Or (Reform) 425/259-7125
3215 Lombard St., Everett

FORT LEWIS
Jewish Chapel 253/967-6590
Liggett Avenue and 12th  

ISSAquAH
Chabad of the Central Cascades
24121 SE Black Nugget Rd. 425/427-1654

OLympIA
Chabad Jewish Discovery Center 
1770 Barnes Blvd. SW, Tumwater 360/584-4306
Congregation B’nai Torah (Conservative) 
3437 Libby Rd. 360/943-7354
Temple Beth Hatfiloh (Reconstructionist)
201 8th Ave. SE 360/754-8519

pORT ANGELES ANd SEquIm
Congregation B’nai Shalom  360/452-2471

pORT TOWNSENd
Congregation Bet Shira  360/379-3042

puLLmAN, WA ANd mOScOW, Id
Jewish Community of the Palouse
 509/334-7868 or 208/882-1280

SpOkANE
Chabad of Spokane County 
4116 E 37th Ave. 509/443-0770
Congregation Emanu-El (Reform)
P O Box 30234 509/835-5050 
www.spokaneemanu-el.org
Temple Beth Shalom (Conservative)
1322 E 30th Ave.  509/747-3304

TAcOmA
Chabad-Lubavitch of Pierce County 
2146 N Mildred St..  253/565-8770
Temple Beth El (Reform) 253/564-7101
5975 S 12th St.  

TRI cITIES
Congregation Beth Sholom (Conservative)
312 Thayer Dr., Richland  509/375-4  740

vANcOuvER
Chabad-Lubavitch of Clark County
9604 NE 126th Ave., Suite 2320  360/993-5222 
Rabbi@ChabadClarkCounty.com 
www.chabadclarkcounty.com
Congregation Kol Ami  360/574-5169
www.jewishvancouverusa.org

vASHON ISLANd
Havurat Ee Shalom 206/567-1608
15401 Westside Highway 
P O Box 89, Vashon Island, WA 98070  

WALLA WALLA
Congregation Beth israel 509/522-2511

WENATcHEE
greater Wenatchee Jewish Community
509/662-3333 or 206/782-1044

WHIdbEy ISLANd
Jewish Community of Whidbey island
 360/331-2190

yAkImA
Temple Shalom (Reform) 509/453-8988
1517 Browne Ave.  
yakimatemple@gmail.com

etery. A monument stands and tells the 
tale of that summer of 1942; Radun’s Jews 
had been marched through the city then 
out here and shot, one by one.

Every town has its pit. The story ends 
here for the Jews even as life goes on in 
the town of Radun. No sign identifies the 
once-grand yeshiva and no markers tell 
of the life that was once here — save this 
memorial buried back beyond the town 
limits. Today, the story of Radun will have 
to be told by those who are only passing 
through. 

The next day we drive four-and-a-half 
hours from Minsk to Velizh. Minsk is in 
Belarus, Velizh is in Russia. There is no 
official border crossing. We know we’ve 
crossed only because the road suddenly 
deteriorates. Belorussians pride them-
selves on their well-maintained infrastruc-
ture; dictatorship can have its benefits. 

A few minutes later our guide, Irina, 
says, “Okay, we are in Velizh.” 

Velizh. Velizh. It is our family’s Oz. 
What week of my childhood did not pass 
without a mention of Velizh? The black 
bread of Velizh. The herring of Velizh. The 
snow on the sgach of the sukkah in Velizh. 
The shammes of Velizh. Making matzoh 
in Velizh. The communists of Velizh. 
The school bullies of Velizh. The Dzvina 
River of Velizh. And finally, the escape 
from Velizh. We unceremoniously cross 

over, pull to the side and ask a passerby 
for directions. No response. Irina sardon-
ically remarks, “Welcome to Russia.” As 
if to say, are you crazy Americans happy 
now? You are in Velizh. Now, deal with it.

We pull into a parking lot behind a 
small apartment building. Our guide runs 
out, shouting behind her not to leave the 
car. We watch the comings and goings 
of apartment dwellers. It is almost noon. 
Cars from assorted eras pull in and out. It’s 
steamy. I bravely open the van door and 
get out. I imagine word spreading through 
the town: Strangers have just arrived by 
van, pass it on.

Irina returns. Bad news. The person in 
charge of the town museum is undergoing 
surgery. But good news. They gave us the 
name of a man who can answer our ques-
tions. We drive to his home and with one 
step enter a bygone era. 

The man looks at us with doubt. 
Through Irina we explain that my father 
was born in this town. My grandfather, 
Rabbi Eliezer Poupko, was the rabbi of this 
town. Might we ask you some questions 
about the community, the Jewish com-
munity? Awkwardness, hesitancy. Then I 
see a picture pinned to the wall. It looks 
so familiar. I have one just like it. We pull 
out my iPad to show him. His family, his 
photo. My family, my photo. Same back-
ground. Same studio, from a Jewish pho-

tographer in town. We are 
in. He tells us we look like 
Jews from Velizh. 

I have never felt so 
alive. I am a Jew from 
Velizh.

Our new friend is a 
remarkable man. A hero of 
memories. He has deter-
minedly set out to record 
the town’s most terrifying 
years under Nazi occupa-
tion. He may not remem-
ber my father’s era, but 
he tells excitedly of how 
the town was good with the Jews until the 
invasion. He tells of how as a 10-year-old 
boy he witnessed the shootings, and then 
the burning, of the Jews who had been 
gathered in a pigsty. He saw the most 
gruesome of scenes and was determined 
that the town never forget. He designed 
Velizh’s monument in memory of the 
murdered Jews: A grey monolith with a 
hand carved out, depicting the hands of 
those murdered struggling to get free — a 
scene he will never forget.

We drive past where the synagogue 
once stood, then visit the old Jewish cem-
etery off to the side of the road. No fence. 
No marker. Stones are scattered here and 
there. Grass is overgrown. Life pushes on. 
The one remaining Jew of Velizh died last 

year. Here we are, we have not forgotten 
you, Velizh. A Jew may leave Velizh, but 
Velizh does not leave the Jew. 

Why do we visit? The essence of knowl-
edge, says Plato, is self-knowledge. As we 
stood on the bridge over the Dzvina River, 
I pictured my father on its banks. Then 
I saw him sitting by Lake Washington. I 
finally understand my father’s insatiable 
appetite for sitting by the water. That love 
was born here. This spot, this place, I now 
understand, never left my father. Every 
now and then we need to reconnect. Those 
steps backward? They give us just the right 
amount of soul and spirit to move ahead.

Courtesy Rivy Poupko Kletenik

Rivy and Gilah with the man who has spent his life chronicling and 
commemorating the history of the Jews of Velizh.
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Enjoying our 
present?

Help us preserve our past!

We can’t do it without you!

We’ve currently got about 20 of our 90 years 
of Jewish Transcript newspapers archived  

online, and we want to keep going. 

But we need your help!

To complete the process, it’s up to you to make our 
Jewish community’s story accessible to all.

Through your donation to the Jewish Transcript  
Archiving Project you will:
•	 Make content currently accessible only to people 

who can visit our public library available to any-
one with an Internet connection

•	 Allow searches for chronicles of family and our 
ancestors that can’t be found elsewhere

•	 Preserve our community’s history from crumbling, 
yellowing newsprint that was intended to last 
weeks, not decades.

100 percent of proceeds will be devoted to the archiving project. Donations are not tax-deductible. 

To donate, mail your check to:
The Jewish Transcript Archive Project

c/o JTNews
2041 Third Ave.

Seattle, WA 98121

Or call Lynn at 206-774-2264 to donate  
using your credit card.

Find our current archives online at
http://jtn.stparchive.com

On anniversary of shooting, 
Jewish Federation tells NRA 
spokesman to step down

Joel Magalnick Editor, JTNews
Eight years to the day after a man burst 

into the offices of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Seattle and shot six women, killing 
one, the Federation called for the resigna-
tion of the National Rifle Association’s top 
lobbyist in Washington State following con-
troversial comments he made at a recent 
political rally.

As the HorsesAss.org website reported 
on July 28, the NRA’s Brian Judy spoke at a 
rally in Silverdale on July 23, taking local bil-
lionaire Nick Hanauer 
to task for his support 
and contribution to Ini-
tiative 594, which seeks 
to require universal 
background checks on 
firearm purchases.

Referring to an arti-
cle Hanauer wrote for 
Politico.com in which 
he notes how his family 
“got chased out of Ger-
many by Hitler and 
ended up in Seattle,” 
Judy suggested that 
Jews who believe in gun 
safety are acting against 
their own interests. 

“Any Jewish people 
I meet who are anti-gun, I think, ‘Are you 
serious? Did you not remember what hap-
pened?’” he said in a video clip posted by 
HorsesAss. “You come to this country and 
you support gun control? Why did you 
have to flee to this country in the first place? 
Hello! Is anybody home here?”

Keith Dvorchik, president and CEO of 
the Jewish Federation, called the linking of 
gun violence prevention and the Holocaust, 
or the idea that had Jews possessed guns at 
that time they might have stopped the geno-
cide against them, “an insulting and extreme 
notion that does a disservice to everyone in 
our state” at a press conference held the fol-
lowing day. 

“The Holocaust happened because of 
governmental policies. The Holocaust hap-
pened because of a culture of hate. The 
Holocaust happened because of a culture 
of intolerance,” Dvorchik said. “To think 
that if Jews only had guns they would have 
stopped it is inane, is idiotic, is simplistic, 
and simply wrong.” 

He called on Judy to resign, saying the 
NRA should reject his “ignorant and unpro-
ductive dialogue.” 

According to State Rep. Reuven Carlyle 
(D–36th), Judy’s comments “carry dark and 
ugly and sober undertones of anti-Semitism 
that are very troubling,” he said. “The direct 
linkage to a modest gun safety initiative of 
the people of Washington State, signed by 
hundreds of thousands of people, and the 
financing by Mr. Hanauer and so many 
other contributors — the insinuation, the 

linkage, the undertone, is all directed at this 
core idea, this core concept, that Nazi-era 
Germany policies are directly linked to an 
initiative in 2014 in Washington State. That 
is preposterous.”

Alan Gottlieb, president of the Second 
Amendment Foundation who is running 
the Initiative 591 campaign, which would 
eliminate all background checks in Wash-
ington State, told KING-5 News on July 28 
that Judy’s statements are factual. However, 

a study published by Prof. Bernard E. Har-
court of the University of Chicago School 
of Law in the Fordham Law Review in 2004 
shows that when Hitler came to power, 
the Nazi party actually relaxed gun restric-
tions from what had been a complete ban 
on guns enacted in 1919. New laws passed 
in 1928 allowed ownership only through a 
strict permitting process. Gun laws in 1938 
further removed restrictions on all but Ger-
many’s Jewish population, which later was 
restricted from possession of any type of 
weapon. As Harcourt noted, “The Nazis 
were intent on killing Jewish persons and 
used the gun laws and regulations to further 
the genocide.”

The Federation may find that its call 
for the NRA to disavow any comparisons 
between gun control and the Holocaust 
falls on deaf ears: As Harcourt also wrote, 
the gun rights organization has made such 
comparisons for decades, dating at least as 
far back as 1968. 

But the Federation’s Dvorchik issued a 
challenge to the NRA: “We now ask whether 
the National Rifle Association agrees with 
these views. If not, the senior leadership 
of the NRA must make that clear publicly, 
loudly and immediately. If they make no 
such statement and take no such action, 
then we can only assume that these igno-
rant, destructive falsehoods continue to be 
embraced.”

As of Aug. 6, Judy had not responded or 
resigned his position.

JOEL MAGALNICK 

State Rep. Reuven Carlyle (D–36th), right, speaks out against comments 
by NRA spokesman Brian Judy as Keith Dvorchik, president and CEO of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle, looks on.
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Kehilla  | Our Community

Where Judaism and Joy are One  
206-447-1967     www.campschechter.org        

The premiere Reform Jewish camping 
experience in the Pacific Northwest! 

Join us for an exciting, immersive, and 
memorable summer of a lifetime!

425-284-4484 
www.kalsman.urjcamps.org

Kol Haneshamah is a progressive 
and diverse synagogue community 
that is transforming Judaism for  
the 21st century.

6115 SW Hinds St., Seattle 98116
E-mail: info@khnseattle.org
Telephone: 206-935-1590
www.khnseattle.org

Temple De Hirsch Sinai 
is the leading and oldest 
Reform congregation in 

the Pacific Northwest.
With warmth and caring, 

we embrace all who 
enter through our doors. 
We invite you to share 

our past, and help 
shape our future.

206.323.8486
www.tdhs-nw.org
1511 East Pike St. Seattle, WA 98122
3850 156th Ave. SE, Bellevue, WA 98006

Gary S. Cohn, Regional Director
Jack J. Kadesh, Regional Director Emeritus

415-398-7117   technion.sf@ats.org   www.ats.org
American Technion North Pacific Region on Facebook

@gary4technion on Twitter

Yossi Mentz, Regional Director  
6505 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 650 

Los Angeles, CA    Tel: 323-655-4655 
Toll Free: 800-323-2371 

western@afmda.org

Yossi Mentz, Regional Director  
6505 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 650 

Los Angeles, CA    Tel: 323-655-4655 
Toll Free: 800-323-2371 

western@afmda.org

Saving Lives in Israel

Find out how you can be part of Kehilla  —    
Call JTNews today. 

Eastside  
Cheryl Puterman

206-774-2269 | cherylp@jtnews.net

Seattle & National  
Lynn Feldhammer, Sales Manager
206-774-2264 | lynnf@jtnews.net

Becky Minsky
206-774-2238 | beckym@jtnews.net

Wednesday, August 20 at 7 p.m.

After Auschwitz, a Love Story • Book talk and signing

Two of the 20th century’s terrible A’s collide in this power-

ful new novel by Brenda Webster: Alzheimer’s and Ausch-

witz. Set in Rome in 2010, Renzo, a once brilliant writer 

and filmmaker, is aware that he is slipping into the haze of 

Alzheimer’s. He keeps a journal in which he grapples with 

his complicated marriage to Hannah, a death camp survi-

vor, as well as with the predominant intellectual currents 

of the 20th century. Highly lyrical passages elucidate for 

the reader both his sophisticated anguish and his child-like 

wonder. Free. At University Bookstore, 4326 University Way NE, Seattle. For more 

information contact Skye Moody at 206-601-9260 or skyemoody@gmail.com.

Sunday, August 24 at 3:30 p.m.

A Small Act

Film and Bar Mitzvah project fundraiser

Underscoring education’s crucial role in alleviating poverty and conflict, “A Small 

Act,” about a Swedish Holocaust survivor who sponsored a young Kenyan man’s 

education, shows that no gesture is too small to effect tremendous change. 

After visiting a school in Tanzania, Micah Tratt, of Seattle, decided to raise money 

to sponsor a child’s education fund. This screening supports Micah’s Bar Mitzvah 

project and the Hilde Back Education Fund. Doors open 30 minutes prior to film. 

At the Stroum Jewish Community Center, 3801 E Mercer Way, Mercer Island. 

The SJCC is handicap and hearing loop accessible. 

SJCC members/seniors/students $5; guests $8. For more information contact 

206-232-7115 or saraht@sjcc.org or visit www.sjcc.org.

Through August 15

Renate Dollinger: Laughing at the Darkness

Art exhibit

Born in Germany in 1924, Renate Dollinger survived 

the war by fleeing to England on the Kindertrans-

port. After meeting her husband and moving to Oak-

land, Calif., Dollinger began painting colorful scenes 

of shtetl life. Now a resident of Bothell, Dollinger’s 

scenes of an almost- mythical life in the Old Country are on display at Tsuga. The gal-

lery is open Tuesday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Friday 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Saturday 10 

a.m.-4 p.m. At Tsuga Fine Art and Framing, 10101 Main St., Bothell. For more informa-

tion call 425-483-7385 or visit www.tsugafineart.com.

Opens Friday, August 15

Angels in America • Theater

Intiman Theatre turns Tony Kushner’s award-winning 

double play about gay life

and the AIDS epidemic in 1980s New York into a multi-

month festival. Part one, “Millennium Approaches,” 

runs August 15-24; Part two, “Perestroika” opens 

Wednesday, Sept. 3, with other events scattered 

across the calendar throughout August

and September. 

At Intiman Theatre, 201 Mercer St., Seattle. For tickets 

and information, visit www.intiman.org.



Dentists (continued)

Warren J. Libman, D.D.S., M.S.D.
 ☎ 425-453-1308
 www.libmandds.com

Certifi ed Specialist in Prosthodontics:
• Restorative • Reconstructive 
• Cosmetic Dentistry 
14595 Bel Red Rd. #100, Bellevue

Michael Spek tor, D.D.S.
 ☎ 425-643-3746

 ✉ info@spektordental.com 
 www.spektordental.com

Specializing in periodontics, dental 
implants, and cosmetic gum therapy.
Bellevue

Wendy Shultz Spek tor, D.D.S.
 ☎ 425-454-1322

 ✉ info@spektordental.com
 www.spektordental.com

Emphasis:  Cosmetic and Pre ven tive 
Dentistry • Convenient location in Bellevue

Financial Services

Hamrick Investment Counsel, LLC
Roy A. Hamrick, CFA

 ☎ 206-441-9911

 ✉ rahamrick@hamrickinvestment.com
 www.hamrickinvestment.com

Professional portfolio management 
services for individuals, foundations and 
nonprofi t organizations.

WaterRock Global
Asset Management, LLC.
Adam Droker, CRPC® MBA

 ☎ 425-269-1499 (cel) 
 ☎ 425-698-1463 

 ✉ adroker@waterrockglobal.com
 www.waterrockglobal.com

Registered Investment Advisory Firm. 
Core Principles. Fluid Investing. Global 
Opportunities. Independent.
15912 Main Street, Bellevue, WA 98008

Care Givers

HomeCare Associates 
A program of Jewish Family Service

 ☎ 206-861-3193
 www.homecareassoc.org

Provides personal care, assistance with 
daily activities, medication reminders, 
light housekeeping, meal preparation and 
companionship to older adults living at 
home or in assisted-living facilities.

Certifi ed Public 
Accountants

Dennis B. Goldstein & Assoc., CPAs, PS
Tax Preparation & Consulting

 ☎ 425-455-0430
 F 425-455-0459

 ✉ dennis@dbgoldsteincpa.com

Newman Dierst Hales, PLLC
Nolan A. Newman, CPA

 ☎ 206-284-1383

 ✉ nnewman@ndhaccountants.com
 www.ndhaccountants.com 

Tax • Accounting • Healthcare Consulting

College Planning

Albert Israel, CFP
College Financial Aid Consultant

 ☎ 206-250-1148

 ✉ albertisrael1@msn.com 
Learn strategies that can deliver more aid.

Counselors/Therapists

Jewish Family Service 
Individual, couple, child and family therapy

 ☎ 206-861-3152

 ✉ contactus@jfsseattle.org
 www.jfsseattle.org

Expertise with life transitions, addiction and 
recovery, relationships and personal challenges 
—all in a cultural context. Licensed therapists; 
flexible day or evening appointments; sliding fee 
scale; most insurance plans.

Orthodontics

B. Robert Cohanim, DDS, MS
Orthodontics for Adults and Children

 ☎ 206-322-7223 
 www.smile-works.com

Invisalign Premier Provider. On First Hill 
across from Swedish Hospital.

Photographers

Dani Weiss Pho tog ra phy 
 ☎ 206-760-3336
 www.daniweissphotography.com

Photographer Specializing in People.
Children, B’nai Mitzvahs, Families, 
Parties, Pro mo tions & Weddings.

Radman Pho tog ra phy 
Eric Radman

 ☎ 206-275-0553
 www.radmanphotography.com

Creative and beautiful photography at 
affordable prices. Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 
families, children, special occasions.

Senior Services

Jewish Family Service
 ☎ 206-461-3240
 www.jfsseattle.org

Comprehensive geriatric care manage-
ment and support services for seniors 
and their families. Expertise with in-home 
assessments, residential placement, fam-
ily dynamics and on-going case manage-
ment. Jewish knowledge and sensitivity.

The Summit at First Hill
Retirement Living at its Best!

 ☎ 206-652-4444
 www.summitatfi rsthill.org

The only Jewish retirement community 
in Washington State. Featuring gourmet 
kosher dining, spacious, light-fi lled 
apartments and life-enriching social, 
educational and wellness activities.

Dentists

Dr. Larry Adatto, DDS
 ☎ 206-526-9040 (offi ce)

 ✉ info@adattodds.com
 www.adattodds.com

7347 35th Ave. NE, Seattle, Wa 98115
Mon. and Thurs. 9–5, Tues. and Wed. 9–6.
Accepting new patients
Located in NE Seattle, Dr. Adatto has 
been practicing since 1983. 
Services provided are:
• Cerec crowns—beautiful all porcelain 
crowns completed in one visit
• Invisalign orthodontics—moving teeth 
with clear plastic trays, not metal braces
• Implnts placed and restored
• Lumineer (no, or minimally-prepped) 
veneers
• Neuro-muscular dentistry for TMJ and 
full mouth treatment
• Traditional crown-and-bridge, dentures, 
root canals

Calvo & Waldbaum
Toni Calvo Waldbaum, DDS
Richard Calvo, DDS

 ☎ 206-246-1424

 ✉ offi ce@cwdentistry.com
 CalvoWaldbaumDentistry.com

Gentle Family Dentistry 
Cosmetic & Restorative
Designing beautiful smiles by Calvo
207 SW 156th St., #4, Seattle

B. Robert Cohanim, DDS, MS
Orthodontics for Adults and Children

 ☎ 206-322-7223 
 www.smile-works.com

Invisalign Premier Provider. On First Hill 
across from Swedish Hospital.

Wally Kegel, DDS, MSD. P.S.
Periodontists • Dental Implants

 ☎ 206-682-9269 
 www.DrKegel.com

Seattle Met “Top Dentist” 2012, 2014
Tues.-Fri
Medical-Dental Bldg, Seattle

Funeral/Burial Services

Hills of Eternity Cemetery
Owned and operated by Temple De Hirsch Sinai 

 ☎ 206-323-8486
Serving the greater Seattle Jewish com-
munity. Jewish cemetery open to all pre-
need and at-need services. Affordable 
rates • Planning assistance.
Queen Anne, Seattle 

Seattle Jewish Chapel
 ☎ 206-725-3067

 ✉ seattlejewishchapel@gmail.com
Traditional burial services provided at all 
area cemeteries. Burial plots available for 
purchase at Bikur Cholim and Machzikay 
Hadath cemeteries.

Hospice & Home Health

Kline Galland Hospice & Home Health
 ☎ 206-805-1930

 ✉ pams@klinegalland.org
 www.klinegalland.org 

Kline Galland Hospice & Home Health 
provides individualized care to meet the 
physical, emotional, spiritual and practical 
needs of those dealing with advanced 
illness or the need for rehabilitation. 
Founded in Jewish values and traditions, 
our hospice and home health refl ect a spirit 
and philosophy of caring that emphasizes 
comfort and dignity for our patients, no 
matter what stage of life they are in.

Insurance

Eastside Insurance Services
Chuck Rubin and Matt Rubin 

 ☎ 425-271-3101
 F 425-277-3711 

4508 NE 4th, Suite #B, Renton
Tom Brody, agent 

 ☎ 425-646-3932
 F 425-646-8750 
 www.e-z-insurance.com

2227 112th Ave. NE, Bellevue  
We represent Pemco, Safeco,
Hartford & Progressive

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
TO JEWISH WASHINGTON
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Our advertisers are here for you. 
Pay them a visit!

HOMECARE SERVICESHOMECARE SERVICESFUNERAL/BURIAL SERVICES

BELLEVUE ADULT 
HOME CARE 

Quiet Bellevue location, 20 yrs exp. 
Reliable, honest and affordable.

RN on staff, 24-hr quality personal care; 

special skilled nursing care; assist daily 

activities, medications, dementia, 

Alzheimers, stroke, hospice, etc.

Home includes a happy 103 yr old resident! 

Call Jean Boldor

425-643-4669 • 206-790-7009

www.bellevueadulthomecare.com

CEMETERY GAN SHALOM
A Jewish cemetery that meets the needs of 

the greater Seattle Jewish community. 
Zero interest payments available. 

For in for ma tion, call Temple Beth Am at 
206-525-0915.

 August 8, 2014           @JTNEWS
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CALL KATY: 
206-774-2238

professionalwashington.com

DOMESTIC ANGELS
Clean your house and offi ce

Reasonable rates • Licensed/Bonded
Responsible • References • Free estimate

Seattle/Eastside

Call Yolimar Perez or Maria Absalon
206-356-2245 or 206-391-9792

ylmrprz@gmail.com

JT Studio Brochures. Posters. Reports. You name it. 441-4553.
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In-home personal care for children, adults and seniors 
with physical limitations or chronic conditions.

Call 206.851.5277 • www.hyatthomecare.com
14205 SE 36th St., Ste. 100, Bellevue

We care 
every day,

in every way
Experienced  

senior care for  
total peace of mind

Free In-Home Consultation, call 

425.828.4500
www.VisitingAngels.com/Kirkland

Serving the Eastside and North Seattle Communities

On display at MOHAI: Jewish merchants’ 
impact on Washington State
By Boris Kurbanov
The history and tales of Jewish immigration to Washington is documented in an 
exhibit now on display at Seattle’s Museum of History and Industry. 

“Shalom! Open for Business: Tales of Jewish Merchants in Washington 
State” is a joint project of the Washington State Jewish Historical Society and 
MOHAI, and will be on display through January 15, 2015. 

Representing more than 100 families, the exhibit, which opened July 27, 
chronicles the story of Washington’s Jewish pioneers through first-person 
accounts, historic photos, and artifacts from family collections, as well as capti-
vating vignettes and interactive displays. The body of research mostly came from 
the Jewish archives at the University of Wash-
ington; nearly 500 oral histories are included.

Lisa Kranseler, executive director of the 
WSJHS, first approached MOHAI years ago 
to find a home for a Jewish history exhibit.

“We don’t have a Jewish history museum 
in our state, and we are one of the only cities 
[in the United States] of Seattle’s size without 
a Jewish history museum,” Kranseler said. “I 
have not let that be an obstacle, and made my 
case to MOHAI that there’s no better exhibit 
that meets both our mission and their mission.”

The original exhibit this one is based upon 
was open for one day at Congregation Ezra 
Bessaroth in 2009. Titled “Who’s Minding the 
Store?” it featured 170 stories of early Jewish 
businesses, including first-person accounts 
and family interviews. The exhibit then briefly 
toured at Temple De Hirsch Sinai, as well as synagogues in Tacoma, Whidbey 
Island and Spokane.

Still, the questions and demands for a place to tell this important story in 
Seattle came often. Kranseler decided the exhibit needed to be re-curated.

“People called — and continue to call — our office all the time and ask, 
‘Where can we see or learn about the Jewish history of Washington?’ Kranseler 
said. “We have extensive archives available at the University of Washington, 
but you’re just not getting an exhibit-type of experience.”

Curated by Stuart Ezkenazi with a thematic approach, the exhibit’s 
centerpiece is a canvas painting depicting a collage of early Jewish business 
owners, the work of Seattle-based artist Joanne Shellan, whose parents fled 
Hitler’s Germany and immigrated to New York before heading west and set-
tling in Washington State in 1949. They would later open a jewelry store in 

the Skagit Valley.  The painting can be seen on the cover of this year’s Guide to 
Jewish Washington.

“Joanne did a beautiful interpretation of what the exhibit is about,” Eske-
nazi said. “History museums don’t necessarily have original artwork that is part 
of the display, but we’re really happy this is the first thing people see when they 
walk through the door.”

The goal is to highlight the vibrant traditions and history of Seattle’s orig-
inal Jewish community, while tracing their history and describing the differ-
ence between the four waves of immigration, including those who made their 

way from Eastern Europe, Central Europe, the 
Ladino-speaking Jews of Rhodes and Turkey 
and those who escaped Nazi Germany, ulti-
mately making a name for themselves and earn-
ing a living as butchers, jewelers, bakers and 
luggage makers, among many other profes-
sions.

“I empathize with what it took for my par-
ents and other Jewish immigrants to rise above 
their circumstances,” Shellan wrote in her artist 
statement. “Most arrived in the U.S. with few 
connections. A couple of battered suitcases 
and their wits were about all they had. In every 
single one of their faces, I see pride in overcom-
ing that struggle — and in becoming a merchant 
within the promising democracy of America.”

In addition to facing language barriers, 
most early settlers had little to no education, 

and were viewed as outsiders, Eskenazi said. 
“That’s often the immigrant experience. America is, for the most part, a 

country of immigrants,” he said. “Apart from the Native Americans, we are all 
immigrants, and hopefully people — whether they’re Jewish, Catholic, Muslim 
— will relate to these stories. We want it to resonate with everybody.”

Merchants, many of whom were denied citizenship in New York City and 
other cities on the East Coast who were no longer accepting immigrants, headed 
west. For them, Washington State was full of promise because of the Klondike 
gold rush in Alaska, as well as the construction of a new railroad.

“There was certainly a lot of opportunity here. Seattle was a young city, Wash-
ington was still a fairly young state, and they came here to build their businesses 

Brick House Photography

Guests mingle at the opening night of Shalom! Open for Business at MOHAI 
Sunday, July 27. 
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Thursday, August 14
■■ 10:30 a.m.–12 p.m. — Investigate and Protect: The Role of the 
Secret Service
Ellen Hendin at 206-461-3240 or endlessopps@jfsseattle.org 

Michael Germain, agent for the Secret Service, will share the history 
of the law enforcement organization and information about its mis-
sions, investigations, protection duties, and protection from credit 
card scams and frauds. At Temple B’nai Torah, 15727 NE Fourth St., 
Bellevue.

Tuesday, August 19
■■ 7–9 p.m. — “Ac-cen-tuate the Positive”: An Evening of Song
Endless Opportunities at 206-461-3240 or 
endlessopps@jfsseattle.org or www.jfsseattle.org

“Come Rain or Come Shine,” for a jazz duo, dancing and dessert. 
“Anything Goes” when Julie Olson, 34-year veteran of JFS, and 
Michael Biller, director of the Seattle Jazz Guitar Society, entertain 
with jazz favorites from The Great American Songbook. At Temple 
De Hirsch Sinai, 1441 16th Ave., Seattle.

Thursday, August 21–Sunday, August 24
■■ Sage-ing International Conference
Carol Scott-Kassner at carolkassner@comcast.net 
or www.sage-ing.org

“Gifting the World as We Age.” Presentations focus on aging in a 
holistic manner in mind, body and spirit by luminaries Bob Atchley, 
the Interfaith Amigos, Wendy Lustbader, Christina Baldwin, Connie 
Goldman, Rick Moody, Shaya Isenberg, Bahira Sugarman and Lynne 
Iser, among others. View entire schedule online. At Seattle Univer-
sity, Seattle.

around a set of values: Integrity, compassion, hard work, enterprise and family,” 
Eskenazi said. 

The settlers created businesses that reflected the trades and professions 
they knew from back home, but also to specifically to serve the Jewish immi-
grant community.

“What I really want is for people to see themselves within those stories of 
the merchants that are told in the gallery,” Eskenazi said. “I would hope those 
who visit understand that not all Jews are from New York, and that there was 
a vibrant Jewish community here in Seattle consisting of four different groups 
of immigrants, who, in spite of their differences, were able to create this thriv-
ing community.”

“This is a universal immigrant story that is not only relevant to the Jewish 
people, but one that could be applied to almost any immigrant group,” Kran-
seler said. “All these groups have a similar story to tell — we are telling the Jews’ 
story. To get an understanding of what our ancestors went through — with all 
the obstacles they had — is an incredible lesson for us all.”

If you go:MOHAI is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily 

and until 8 p.m. Thursdays. Admission 

is free on the first Thursday of every month, and is free for chil-

dren under 14. Prices range from $14 to $17. For more informa-

tion, call 206-324-1126 or visit www.mohai.org.
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Insights form a new guide 
for senior living
By Rabbi Jack Riemer, JNS.org

Sara Davidson’s “The December Project” is a new book that should be read 
by all senior citizens, and by those who hope to live a long life, for it raises a ques-
tion that most of us have not been taught how to answer: What should we do in 
that final stage of our lives?

Many of us continue working past the age of 65, simply because it is the only 
thing we know how to do, and we are afraid of the emptiness we may experience 
if we stop. Life expectancy is rising, more and more of us are growing older, and 
yet most of us have no one to turn to who can teach us how to prepare for this 
last stage of life. That is why “The December Project” is so important.

Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, a founder of the Jewish Renewal move-
ment who died last month at age 89, was in his mid-80s when he decided to meet 
once a week with Davidson to explore this topic. He answered her questions in a 
stream-of-consciousness kind of way, in which every question led to a story, and 
every story led to another one. After circling from memory to insight to story to 
song, he came back to the question that Davidson had raised, the central ques-
tion of “The December Project.” Here are some of Schachter-Shalomi’s sugges-
tions I found especially worth thinking about:

Make a life review: Count up all the things that you have accomplished that 
give you pride, and all the mistakes you have made that cause you regret. For-
give those who have hurt you over the years, and see how often the “harm” they 
caused you actually ended up leading to a blessing. 

Get ready for your end: This means more than just arranging your finan-
cial affairs and telling your loved ones what they mean to you, which most of us 
know to do. It means being inwardly prepared so that you will not be angry or 
surprised when the time comes. Schachter-Shalomi recalls that when he was a 
shochet (kosher slaughterer) years ago, he would comfort the chickens that he 
slaughtered by whispering to them that he was not there to hurt them, and that 
he was not their enemy, but that he was there to help them climb to a higher level 
by becoming food for human beings. 

Start disengaging from your body: Reb Zalman says that we and our bodies are 
bound together during life, and that old age is the time to start loosening the strings. 

Learn to let go: Knowing that the power you have must eventually be sur-
rendered, and that the status you possess is not permanent, is not an easy reality 
to come to terms with. But unless you can do that, your old age will be spoiled 
by efforts to clutch onto what cannot be held forever. 
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How do I
submit a Lifecycle
announcement? 
E-mail: lifecycles@jtnews.net	
For assistance call
206-441-4553.
   
Submissions for the August 
22, 2014 issue are due by 
August 12.

You may download lifecycles 
forms at http://jewishsound.
org/lifecycles-forms/.

Please submit images in jpg
format, 400 KB or larger.

Thank you!

Whatever the anticipated size of 
your estate, your planned gif t 
ensures that Jewish Family Service 
is always here to meet the needs of 
our community.

To learn more, contact:
Shelly C. Shapiro, J.D.
Director of Legacy Giving
(206) 861-8785
sshapiro@jfsseattle.org

Fellowship and fun… 
         The SummiT aT firST hill

for all the right reasons,
you need to consider making
The Summit your home

  The only Jewish retirement community
  in Washington state

  An inclusive community of peers
  University-modeled educational programs
  Delicious gourmet kosher cuisine
  Choice of floor plans and

  personalized services
  Financial simplicity of rental-only —

  No down-payments, No “buy-in’s”

Retirement Living at its Best! 
Enjoy a complimentary meal and tour! 
INQUIRIES: Leta Medina 206-456-9715  letam@summitatfirsthill.org
1200 University Street, Seattle, WA 98101  206-652-4444

Edith Morgan
1920-2014

Edith Morgan, a resilient woman of glamour and 
warmth, died on July 20 at Mills-Peninsula Hospital 
in Burlingame after a brief illness. She was 93. 

The youngest of five children born to Rose and 
Bernard Herskovits in Szomotor, Czechoslovakia, 
Edith, like many of her generation, had her youth 
ripped away as the Nazis marched through Europe. 
Staying one step ahead of them, she escaped in 
1941 in a harrowing journey through occupied 
France, Spain and finally Portugal, where she sailed 
for the United States. Her parents and two of her 
sisters also emigrated, but her older sister died in 
the Holocaust and her brother was killed in the chaos following the war. 

Settling in Chicago, she met fellow Czech Morrie Morgan. They married in 1944 and 
moved to Modesto, Calif., where Morrie entered the produce business and where their two 
sons, Richard, now a physician in Burlingame, and Michael, a Seattle attorney, were born. 
In 1955, the family moved to Beverly Hills.

Edith’s full-time career was mother, homemaker and hostess, and she excelled at all 
three — no one could make a more delicate blintz or a more robust chicken paprikash. 
After Morrie died in 1973, she continued an active social life and volunteered for a number 
of causes. 

Seven years ago, she moved to a senior residence in San Mateo to be closer to family. 
They remained her main interest, especially her four grandchildren — Melissa (Marty) of 
Mercer Island; Todd (Wendy) of Ann Arbor, Mich.; Daniel of Tel Aviv; and Joanna of San 
Francisco. They survive her, as do her sons and her daughters-in-laws Miriam (Richard) 
and Linda (Michael) and her great-grandchildren Ariella, Sasha, Oliver and Jacob. 

Funeral services were held on July 24 in Los Angeles. Donations in Edith’s memory can 
be made to The Kline Galland Home, the Stroum Jewish Community Center, or a charity of 
your choice. 

ANNIVERSARY
Marvin and Lore Coe
celebrated 60 years of marriage on July 11, 2014. They 
celebrated with a family Shabbat dinner at the home of Ronald and Barbara Coe, 
followed by services on Sat., July 12 at Herzl-Ner Tamid Conservative Congregation with a 
Kiddush luncheon sponsored by their children, Greg Coe, Robert Coe and Nina Barnett. Marvin 
and Lore were married in Boise, Idaho and currently reside in Bellevue.

WEDDING
Epstein-Lieberman

Jessica Epstein and Chaya Lieberman will be 
married August 10, 2014, at Roswell River Landing 
in Roswell, Ga. Rabbi H. David Rose will officiate.

Jessica is the daughter of Laurence and Valerie 
Epstein of Mercer Island. She graduated from 
Northwest Yeshiva High School on Mercer Island and 
American Jewish University in Los Angeles, and from 
the University of Southern California with an MPP 
and the University of Illinois with an MSLIS. She is a 
librarian at American InterContinental University.

Chaya is the daughter of Marilyn Lieberman of 
Atlanta, Ga., and the late Jack Lieberman. She holds 
a BA from the Yeshiva of Los Angeles and works as 
a teacher at The Weber School. 

The couple resides in Atlanta. 
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425-821-8210 • Call for information on exciting new changes! 
12215 NE 128th Street  •  Kirkland, WA  •  www.koelschseniorcommunities.com/madison-house/

Madison House Now Managed and Owned 
By Koelsch Senior Communities

Madison House, Jewish Sound, 9.75 x 6.25 half page, KSC New Owner/Manager, May 9, 2014 issue

A Koelsch Senior Community.
Serving The Eastside

for over 36 years.

 
 

 

The Koelsch family has over 55 years experience in senior housing and 
is excited to continue the Madison House tradition of serving seniors in 
the Kirkland area. The Koelsch family philosophy is: “Treat all people 
with the respect they deserve and the special attention they need.”  
With our many years of experience you can be sure that our family will 
take great care of yours.

❏	NEW: 24 hour on-site licensed nurses 
❏	Located next to Evergreen Hospital
❏		Heated indoor swimming pool and spa
❏	 Scheduled transportation
❏	Free reserved parking
❏	Extensive social and fitness activities 
❏	Live entertainment and happy hour
❏	On-site physical/occupational therapy
❏	Pets welcome

✔	

✔

✔		

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Madison House
Independent & 

Assisted Living Community
 A Koelsch Senior Community

How will you pass your values 
down to your grandchildren? 

A charitable giving plan shares your values of tzedakah  
and tikkum olam. Leave a legacy supporting your  

community and the causes you hold dear. 

Contact Endowment Manager Lauren Gersch  
at laureng@jewishinseattle.org

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.OF GREATER SEATTLE 206.443.5400 

www.jewishinseattle.org

Hospice is about living better with extra support and care 

from a specialized team of  healthcare professionals.

Hospice is one of  many services Kline Galland offers in our Continuum of  Care.

All of  your questions matter. Please call (206) 805-1930. 

PHone: (206) 805-1930     fAx (206) 805-1931
Serving King County — 5950 6th Ave. S., Suite 100 — Seattle, WA 98108


